
 
Sermon Series: When Relationship Collide 
To be used with: Session Six: The Big Picture 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Realizing God is at Work (Even in Conflict) 
 Seeing God’s Finished Product 
Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: God is at work in the world. Occasionally we see it—be it a 
miracle of God or a movement of God’s Spirit. Often we see it happening slowly—the ever-
changing heart of a person or the growth in spiritual maturity. Sometimes it takes years before 
we can look back on events to see how God worked things out. Too often we have a tendency to 
jump to conclusions without seeing the big picture of God behind the scenes.  
 
Introduction: 
 
A man from the hills of North Georgia was married at the age of forty. When he returned home 
the community was excited about it. He sat down on the porch with his old father and said,  
 
“Dad, I just got married.” The father answered, “Well, Son, that’s good.” 
 
The son admitted, “But, Dad, she sure is ugly.” The father answered, “Well, Son, that’s 
bad.”  
 
The son went on, “But she sure is rich.” The father said, “Well, Son, that’s good.”  
 
But the son said, “She sure is stingy.” The father answered, “Well, Son, that’s bad.”  
 
The son added, “But she did buy me a house.” And the father answered, “Well, that’s 
good.”  
 
The son continued, “And, it just burned to the ground.” The father answered, “Well, Son, 
that’s bad.”  
 
Then the son added, “And, she was in it.” Then, the father didn’t know what to say!  
 
In the midst of our misfortunes an immediate evaluation is not always accurate. Many times what 
appears to be bad may turn out to be good. We just know that God in his sovereignty has the way 
and the will to make unfortunate and heartbreaking events turn out for good. God is always at 
work, even in the midst of conflict. 
 
A classic example of God at work, even in conflict, is found in the life of Joseph. Joseph was 
reared in a broken home and a dysfunctional family, the second to the last of eleven children. He 
was loved by his father but hated by his brothers. Their hate was so vengeful they sought to kill 
him. First they threw him into a cistern, leaving him to die. Shortly thereafter a caravan came 
along and the brothers decided to sell him as a slave. For twenty shekels of silver, Joseph was 
sold into slavery. Talk about sibling rivalry.   
 
Tucked away in the story of Joseph are practical steps to take that will enable us to see God at 
work, even in our conflict. 
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1. Focus on God  Too often in conflict we focus on self and not on God. We tend to view life 
from a horizontal perspective or human point of view rather than a vertical or godly 
perspective. When hatred and anger are let lose we often reject the person we need the 
most—the Lord.  
 

Behind every conflict, God is at work. He often has a hidden purpose. When we seek God's 
purpose, his plan become clear in time. It begins as we focus on God. 

 
2. Forget the Past  Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh (Gen. 41:51), which means “to 

forget.” One of the most remarkable aspects of Joseph's life was that he did not wallow in 
self-pity or harbor bitterness or seek revenge, even though from a human vantage point it 
was justifiable.  

 
We cannot change the past. But God can heal the hurt that comes to us from the past.  
 
3. Be Fruitful in Work Joseph named his second son “Ephraim . . . because God has made me 

fruitful in the land of my suffering” (Gen. 41:52 NIV).  
 
How easy it would have been to justify and rationalize mistreatment and swim in inactivity. 
Conflict causes us to do that. But not Joseph, he fulfilled his responsibility and consequently was 
fruitful in his work.  
 
Abraham Lincoln, who knew about conflict and served faithfully during a time of painful and 
difficult conflict known as the Civil War, said, “I do the very best I know how—the very best I 
can; and I mean to keep doing so until the end. If the end brings me out all right, what is said 
against me won't amount to anything. If the end brings me out wrong, then angels swearing I was 
right would make no difference.” 
 
4. Forgive the Offender Joseph had every reason to settle the score, to seek revenge, to do 

great harm to his brothers. But he chose the higher road of forgiveness. Joseph forgave 
his brothers because he saw that God was at work through all that transpired. 

 
Forgiveness seems almost unnatural. Our sense of fairness tells us people should pay for the 
wrong they do. But forgiving is love's power to break nature's rule. Forgiveness is love's toughest 
work, and loves highest risk.  
 
Conclusion: God’s grace leads us to forgive others. As God has forgiven us we are to extend his 
forgiveness to others. We can do that, when we know that God is at work in our conflict.  
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