
 

Sermon Series: Storm Shelter: Psalms of God’s Embrace 
To be used with: Session Five: The Shelter of God’s Peace 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Relating in Unity 
Scripture: John 17:11, 20-23 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Storm Shelter: Psalms of God’s Embrace is a study of the comfort 
we find in the Old Testament book of Psalms. Session 5 is called “The Shelter of God’s Peace,” 
and focuses on Psalm 46:1-11. The point of the study is “God is the source of peace in the midst 
of turmoil.” This sermon, based on Jesus’ prayer in John 17, shows how believers can live out 
that peace in unity with other believers. 
 
These theme based sermon outlines reinforce the themes of the small group studies but use 
different scripture passages. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the topic without repeating 
the small group study.  
 
Introduction: Knowing the end was near, Jesus prayed for his followers. With death breathing 
down his neck, Jesus prayed not for our success, our safety, or our happiness. He prayed for our 
unity, as we would fulfill his purpose. He prayed that we would love each other, as we went 
forward to love the world to him. He prayed for his disciples and for all those who would come 
to faith in Jesus Christ, becoming his followers. In his last prayer, Jesus prayed that his people 
would live in unity. 
 
I. The Personification of Unity 

 
A. The personification of unity is found in the Godhead. The unity that God desires for the 

body of Christ is based on a unity that already exists in heaven between the three persons 
of the Trinity. God does not have to manufacture unity between himself, his Son, and the 
Holy Spirit—they’re already unified. The Godhead is the evidence of unity.  

 
B. Christians are already unified because we are a part of the same spiritual family. We 

enjoy an essential unity on that basis alone. Christian unity is not based on externals of 
the flesh but the internal working of the Spirit in our hearts, lives, and communities. God 
is giver of unity.  

 
C. The Puritan preacher, George Newton, wrote, “There is no possibility of having peace, 

unless God himself bestow it; unless he bow the heavens and come down, and work it in 
the hearts of his people. It is beyond the power of any creature to keep the saints 
themselves in unity and peace, unless God himself does it.” God is the provider of unity. 

 
II. The Prayer for Unity 

 
A. The repetition of the request for unity (vv. 11, 21, 22, 23).  

 
B. The seriousness of the request for unity (v. 23)  
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III. The Practice of Unity 
 

A. We want our unity to be real, genuine, in other words, not fake or pretentious. It is easy to 
pray for unity and be self-righteous. If we pray for unity and are at war with another 
believer, we are hypocritical.  

 
B. We want our family, both our physical and spiritual families, to experience unity. Often 

individual families are at odds with each other. We need to pray for unity in our physical 
family. We need to pray for the church family to be unified. The body of Christ is to 
reflect the unity as demonstrated in the Godhead.  

 
IV. The Magnitude of Unity 

 
A. Unity matters to God.  

 
B. Disunity disturbs God.  

 
C. God’s reputation is at stake.  

 
D. Unity creates belief. 

 
Conclusion: 
 If unity creates belief, then disunity fosters disbelief. How can the world come to believe the 
gospel if those who already believe it are battling among themselves? Paul Billheimer may very 
well be right when he wrote: “The continuous and widespread fragmentation of the Church has 
been the scandal of the ages. It has been Satan’s master strategy. The sin of disunity probably has 
caused more souls to be lost than all other sins combined.” 
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