
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Building Your Life on God’s Promises, these sermon outlines will use the same 
Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from 
the pulpit. 

The majority of Americans claim to pray. We seek God’s assistance or intervention for 
everything imaginable, but not every prayer is answered as desired. God is not reluctant 
to hear us or answer us, but He knows our hearts and He knows what we truly need. 
Jesus taught us to pray with persistence and trust that our heavenly Father will answer. 
 
Introduction: Some years ago I read about a young man who was dropping out of 
college.  He decided it was too much work, and he just couldn’t handle it.  His father 
thought he was giving up too easily, and he really took the young man to task.  He said, 
“George Washington didn’t quit!  Abraham Lincoln didn’t quit!  Thomas Edison didn’t 
quit!  And what about Elmo McCringle?”  This last name caught the son off guard.  He 
said, “Elmo McCringle?  I’ve never heard of him!”  His father quipped, “Of course you 
haven’t!  He quit!”  

I once heard an elderly pastor say, “Getting knocked down is not failure; staying 
down is failure.”  Perseverance does not always guarantee success, but giving up is 
nearly always a guarantee of failure.  Do we persevere in our praying?  I’m convinced 
that many Christians’ prayers go unanswered because they give up too easily.  In this 
text from Luke’s gospel, Jesus told a parable about persistence.  He reminded His 
disciples that God is willing to answer our prayers according to His will, but we must be 
persistent in our praying.    
    

I. An illustration. 
 
A. Jesus told a parable about a friend knocking on one’s door at midnight to 

request three loaves of bread. 
1. Why would anyone make such a request at that hour? 

a. A friend had come to visit him.  In those days people often traveled 
at night to avoid the heat of the day. 

b. The host did not have any food to set before his guest.  That was a 
serious breach of social etiquette. 

2. Why did the other man not want to help him?  
a. His door was already shut.  People usually left the door open all 

day and closed it at night with a heavy bolt.   
b. He and his family were in bed.  In those days families usually slept 

in one room, so it would have been difficult for the man to open the 
door without waking his wife and children. 
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B. Jesus told this parable to make a point of contrast. 
1. Even though the man did not act with the best of motives, he still 

helped out his friend simply because his friend was persistent. 
2. If a sinful human being can be persuaded to help a friend, how much 

more can our loving Father be persuaded to help us? 
 

II. The application. 
 
A. Pray boldly. 

1. We never know what God will do until we ask Him (James 4:2). 
2. No request is too big or too small. 

B. Pray confidently. 
1. Jesus pointed out that even mortals grant the needs of their children. 
2. If sinful people know how to give good things to their children, how 

much more will our heavenly Father give good things to us? 
3. In Luke’s account, Jesus said God would give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask.  Most likely, He was not referring to the initial baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, which we receive upon conversion, but about subsequent 
fillings of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18).  

C. Pray persistently. 
1. God often makes us wait. 

a. Sometimes He delays to see if we are serious about our requests. 
b. Sometimes it’s simply a matter of waiting for His timing. 

2. In the Greek language, the verbs “ask”, “seek”, and “knock” are all in 
the present tense, which suggests a continuous action.  In other 
words, we should keep on asking, seeking, and knocking. 

D. Pray trustingly. 
1. God always answers prayer, but not always as we desire. 

a. Sometimes He fails to answer our prayers because our own hearts 
and our motives are not right (James 4:3). 

b. Sometimes our prayers are not according to His will.  We must 
remember that we are His servants, not the other way around. 

2. We don’t always know what’s best for us, but He does. 
a. Even the most loving father does not give his children things that 

he knows will harm them. 
b. When God does not give us what we want, we simply have to trust 

that He knows what He is doing. 
 

Conclusion: When I was little, Kellogg’s did a series of commercials for their popular 
Corn Pops cereal that featured an animated cowboy called Big Yella.  As his name 
suggested, he liked everything big and yellow.  He was actually a rather diminutive 
fellow, but he wore a big yellow cowboy hat and dressed in yellow clothing.  The 
commercials showed him bragging about his assorted big and yellow possessions, and 
then he would say, “But the big yellow thing I like best is Kellogg’s Corn Pops!”  One 
commercial showed a little boy sitting on his front step eating a bowl of Corn Pops.  Big 
Yella walked up to him and offered to trade his assorted big yellow possessions for a 
bowl of the cereal.  He offered the boy his flashlight, his radio, his guitar, but the boy 
declined.  Finally, in frustration, Big Yella asked, “What do I have to do get a bowl of 
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those Kellogg’s Corn Pops?”  The boy replied, “Just ask!”  With obvious sarcasm, Big 
Yella said, “You drive a hard bargain!” 
 Many times we try to bargain with God.  We make various promises to Him if He will just 
grant us some favor or another.  We wonder what we have to do to get God’s attention.  
I often wonder if God shakes His head and says, “Just ask!”  We try every little strategy 
and gimmick and trick under the sun, but we often forget to pray.  If you have a special 
need in your life, lay it before God in prayer.  Pray persistently – and keep on praying 
until God gives you a definite answer.  He does not always answer prayers in the way 
we desire, but He does always answer prayers.  We can always trust Him to do what is 
best.   
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