
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Building Your Life on God’s Promises, these sermon outlines will use the same 
Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from 
the pulpit. 

We don’t always make wise decisions or the right ones. When we discover our error or 
sin, how should we respond? Psalm 34 shows us, when we turn to God for help and 
deliverance, He responds. Life under His care is good, because God provides all we 
truly need. In His love and faithfulness to us, God provides. 
 
Introduction: I went to school at Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary.  Like 
many Christian schools, we always started off the academic year with a series of 
special worship services called “Founders’ Days”.  Their purpose was to start the year 
on a spiritual high.  Dr. Gray Allison was the founding president of the seminary, and he 
was still the school’s president when I attended there.  One of the highlights of 
Founders’ Days is when he tells the story of how the seminary began, which they call 
“The Miracle of Mid-America.”  From the very beginning they made a commitment not to 
ask for money (though Dr. Allison jokes that they come “dangerously close” 
sometimes).  They believed if God wanted the school, He would provide the funds for it.  
When Dr. Allison tells the story, he shares one incident after another about how they 
found themselves in a financial crisis, but God managed to provide for the need. 
 Do we believe that God looks out for us?  Like the founders of Mid-America 
Seminary, David had seen God bring him through one personal crisis after another.  In 
this psalm, he reminds people of God’s faithfulness to him, and encourages his hearers 
to trust God for their needs just as he had learned to do. 
 
 

I. A personal testimony. 
 
A. David had personally experienced God’s provision. 

1. This was written when David “changed his behavior” (1 Samuel 21:13). 
a. Some people question whether David’s actions were moral or 

ethical, since he pretended to be crazy when he was not. 
b. God often takes care of us in spite of our frailty and depravity. 

2. God had seen him through some very difficult times.   
a. He took care of David when he was fleeing from Saul.  God also 

took care of him in later years when he fled from Absalom. 
b. God does not always promise life will be easy, but He does promise 

to provide for us even during the hard times. 
B. Few things are more powerful than one’s personal testimony. 
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1. History tells of many people that experienced God’s provision 
firsthand. 
a. One of the great humanitarians of the 19th Century was George 

Muller, who founded several orphanages in England.  Interesting, 
he never asked for money or went into debt to fund his work.  He 
simply prayed and trusted God to provide, and God invariably did 
so. 

b. Brother Andrew, the author of God’s Smuggler, tells of his 
adventures smuggling Bibles into Communist countries during the 
Cold War.  He not only depended on God to provide funds for the 
Bibles, but he also trusted God to enable him to get the Bibles past 
the border guards.   

2. If God has seen you through some difficulty, or provided for your 
needs in a remarkable way, you have a duty to tell others about it. 

 
II. A personal invitation. 

 
A. David invited others to experience God’s goodness. 

1. In what ways have we experienced God’s goodness? 
a. He has saved us from the penalty of sin. 
b. He has adopted us into His family. 
c. He provides for our daily needs. 
d. He empowers us for His service. 

2. Like David, we should invite others to experience God’s goodness. 
a. When people are experiencing difficulty, it’s a great opportunity for 

us to point them to God. 
b. We should especially invite others to experience God’s ultimate 

goodness: His redemption through faith in Jesus Christ. 
B. God’s care is shown to those that fear Him. 

1. What does it mean to fear God? 
a. Many people do not like to talk about “fearing” God.  However, fear 

often helps us avoid doing foolish and dangerous things. 
b. Our God is a loving Father, but like any good father, He disciplines 

us when we go astray (Hebrews 12:5-6; Revelation 3:19). 
2. God has not promised to provide for those that defy Him, but He will 

provide for those that love and fear Him. 
 

III. A personal challenge. 
 
A. David offered to teach others “the fear of the Lord”. 

1. This involves teaching people what God has commanded, and warning 
them of what happens when we disobey. 

2. On the other hand, we should also remind people that God blesses 
those who do obey Him (Malachi 3:10-12). 

B. How does fear of the Lord affect our behavior? 
1. It affects your speech. 
2. It affects your values. 
3. It affects your relationships. 
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Conclusion: Are you experiencing a crisis in your life?  The Bible says God provides 
for the birds of the air and the flowers of the field, so you can rest assured that He will 
provide for you (Matt. 6:24-34).  That’s not to deny the importance of work (2 Thess. 
3:10; 1 Tim. 5:8), but even the hardest working people face financial difficulty.  Because 
God loves us, we can trust Him to take care of us.  If you have experienced God’s 
provision in your own life, you need to tell others about it.  Your testimony will not only 
encourage your brothers and sisters that are facing crises, but they will also encourage 
unbelievers to “taste and see that the Lord is good”, and possibly bring them to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus. 
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