
 

Sermon Series: Ready: Ministering to Those in Crisis 
To be used with: Session Four: Ready When Sex Destroys 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
Drawing a Line for Sexual Purity 
Scripture: Proverbs 7:1-27 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Ready: Ministering Life to Those in Crisis is designed to help 
equip God’s people to serve those who are experiencing different crisis. Session Two is called 
“Ready When Sex Destroys” and is based on Ephesians 5:1-10. The Point of the study is “Walk 
in Christ’s love rather than in impurity.” 
 
These theme based sermon outlines reinforce the themes of the small group studies but use 
different scripture passages. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the topic without repeating 
the small group study.  
 
Introduction:  
 
Solomon viewed from the window of his home a prostitute, venturing out at dusk. She attired 
herself in seductive and revealing clothes to attract and lure a man to her bed. A young man, 
lacking judgment and common sense, walked down the street on this very night. He rounded the 
corner as the seductress spied him like a wild animal, lying in wait for its next victim. She sought 
to lure a man to her bed. She promised love and affection and romance. Her tantalizing talk was 
persuasive. Her dress was revealing and enticing.  
 
Adrenaline shot through the young man’s system, hormones raced through this body, his nerves 
were all a-tingling. In one cataclysmic moment the young man fell prey to her seductive words 
and body. He crossed the line. His life was forever changed, and not for the good. 
 
Solomon told this story to instruct us regarding sexual purity. His intent was for his readers to 
draw a line for sexual purity and not cross it.  

 
1. Sexual purity begins with being in the Word (vv. 1-5). 

 
The advice, commands, and teachings we are to tie on our fingers and write deep within our 
hearts is God’s Word. The Psalmist gave similar advice, “How can a young man keep his way 
pure?” His conclusion: “By keeping Your [God’s] word” (Psa. 119:9 HCSB). 
  
Our culture bombards us with words, images, advertisements, movies, television, pictures that 
sex before marriage is fun, freeing, and fulfilling. It would be easy to get sucked into that lie, to 
be overwhelmed by culture’s onslaught, if we were not people of the Word. God’s Word 
sanctifies us and keeps our way pure.  
 
We’re all familiar with the saying “Garbage in, garbage out.” I propose that the opposite is true, 
too: Purity in, purity out. When I immerse my mind and heart in the flawless, purified words of 
God, the siren song of popular culture begins to sound like what it is: a hideous croak. If we hope 
to be sexually pure in the midst of a sex-orientated culture, we must replace the worldly thinking 
with God’s thoughts, found in his word. His ideas of right and wrong, his promises, and his 
teachings must saturate our souls. Regular, consistent exposure to God’s Word is the only 
combatant to the alluring lies of our culture. 
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2. Sexual purity entails running away from tempting situations. (vv. 6-9) 

 
Solomon described a young man at the wrong place, at the wrong time, in the wrong frame of 
mind. Solomon said he lacked common sense, the NIV said he lacked judgment. He knew where 
he was going and why. He was going into no-man’s land. And that is dangerous territory. Only 
an idiot would cross the line into sexual immorality. 
 
Sex is like explosives. It is dangerous. Some people think they can play with it and not get hurt. 
Some people think they can walk right up to the line and have the will power to not cross over. 
Some people think they can handle this dangerous explosive, but they, like the man in Solomon’s 
story, lack common sense and judgment. 
  
When it comes to sexual temptation the Bible is quite clear on the appropriate strategy. And that 
strategy is to run away. “Flee from sexual immorality” (1 Cor. 6:18 HCSB). Don’t debate it. 
Don’t resist it. Don’t see how close to the line you can come. Don’t flirt with it. Run. Run fast. 
Run hard. Run away from it. 
 
3. Sexual purity is strengthened by rehearsing the consequences. (vv. 21-23, 26-27) 

 
Solomon minced no words. To cross the line into sexual impurity will cost you. It will not be a 
pretty picture. Slaughter. Have you ever been to a slaughterhouse? It can make even the 
strongest of people lose their lunch. Trapped. Have you ever heard the desperate yelp of an 
animal caught in a trap knowing that death is imminent? It will cause you to hurt in agony. 
Snare. Have you seen a bird caught in a web or net unable to free itself? It is a pitiful and tragic 
site. Take anyone of those pictures and in similar ways is the consequence when one crosses the 
line into sexual immorality. 
   
When you are tempted to cross the line, rehearse the possible consequences of your actions. 
 

• Physically. You may contract a sexually transmitted disease like gonorrhea, syphilis, 
herpes, and AIDS. 

• Mentally. You will relieve the experience in your mind over and over again. 
• Emotionally. You will venture down a path that may lead to addiction. 
• Personally. You may lose your self-respect. 
• Professionally. You may lose your job and forfeit your status. 
• Relationally. You will destroy your example and credibility with your family.  
• Spiritually. You will grieve the Lord who redeemed you.  

 
The warning is clear: When you cross the line into sexual immorality there are certain and 
distinct consequences. 
 
4. Sexual purity continues as we guard our minds. (vv. 24-25) 

 
In Hebrew thought the heart was the center and seat of the emotions. The heart controlled the 
behavior and actions of a person. The heart is like the control tower of the life that directs the 
desires, thoughts, reasoning, intentions, and will of a person. The heart is like a switch house that 
receives freight cars loaded with moods, ideas, emotions, and convictions and puts them on the 
right track. 
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Regardless of outward behavior, the true test of sexual purity is our thought life. It is what we 
allow to enter our minds and what we choose to dwell on. What we do is extremely important, of 
course. But what we think determines what we do. Consequently, the only effective and lasting 
way to change our behavior is to change our minds. 
  
Will you draw the line? Will you determine not to cross the line of sexual purity? Will you make 
that commitment today? A commitment to your God, yourself, your family, your friends, your 
mate and your children? 
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