
 

Sermon Series: Ready: Ministering to Those in Crisis 
To be used with: Session One: Ready When Injustice Prevails 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 What Does It Mean to be Human? 
 Defending the Unborn 
Scripture: Selected Scriptures 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Ready: Ministering Life to Those in Criss is designed to help equip 
God’s people to serve those who are experiencing different crisis. Session One seeks to provide 
answers for those feeling the weight of injustice. Because the session will be used in many 
churches on Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, there is a strong theme of the rights of the unborn 
in the session. The Point of the study is “God calls us to defend those who can’t defend 
themselves.” 
 
These theme based sermon outlines reinforce the themes of the small group studies but use 
different scripture passages. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the topic without repeating 
the small group study.  
 
Introduction:  
 
“I remember it as though it were yesterday,” said Molly. “It was a crisp autumn morning in 
October seven years ago. My heart stopped for a moment when I read the result of the pregnancy 
test. It confirmed my fear. A single encounter with Roger, a work associate, on a business trip, 
one night of unprotected sex, and, now, I was pregnant.” 
 
Molly was twenty-five, trying to make her mark on life. She had left home to live in Minneapolis 
and embark on a rewarding career. As a vice-president for a small consulting firm, she felt that 
the brass ring was within reach. 
 
When she broke the news to Roger, she could hardly control her tears. She couldn’t look into his 
eyes. She waited for his response. She knew that his first words were critical. She anticipated 
what he would say, but they still came as a blow. Roger said, “We’ll take care of it—can you pay 
half?” 
 
More than six million women in the U.S. become pregnant every year. Half of those pregnancies 
are unintended. And 1.3 million end in abortion. One in four women will have at least one 
abortion by the time they are 45 years old. That’s one in four women: Christian, as well as non-
Christian.  
 
Abortion is one of the most volatile and controversial subjects of our day. Even Christians fall 
out on either side of the debate. What should one say to a person considering abortion? 
 
1. Human beings make mistakes. 
No one is perfect. We all have sinned. But God loves the person who has sex outside of marriage 
and the person who has had an abortion.  
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God is a forgiving God. He longs to forgive people. God knows the anguish of a broken heart. 
God understands pain and guilt people endure. God forgives. That’s why he sent his son, Jesus, 
so we can be forgiven. 
 
2. Human life is sacred. 
The Bible teaches that life begins at conception. “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath 
of the Almighty gives me life” (Job. 33:4 HCSB). “Then the Lord God formed the man out of the 
dust from the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and the man became a 
living being (Gen. 2:7 HCSB). The developing unborn baby is a human life as surely as is a fully 
developed adult. 
 
3. Human life is protected. 
When God commanded, “Do not murder” (Ex. 20:13 HCSB), he was saying there is something 
distinctly precious and unique about human life. In God’s estimation, life is precious and unique 
that he commands all people to protect and preserve it.  
 
4. Human life begins at conception. 
Medical authorities determine a person to be ‘alive’ if there is either a detectable heartbeat or 
brain wave activity. Unborn children have detectable heartbeats at 18 days (two and one-half 
weeks) after conception and detectable brain-wave activity at 40 days (a little over five and one-
half weeks) after conception. Shockingly, essentially 100 percent of all abortions occur after the 
seventh week of pregnancy. In some hospitals, doctors and nurses are caring for premature 
babies on one floor, while older unborn infants are being aborted.  
 
5. Human beings possess the image of God.  
The Bible records, “So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; 
He created them male and female” (Gen. 1:27 HCSB). As lovely, beautiful, colorful, and full of 
variety as the plant or animal kingdom may be, none have divinity stamped on it. Only humans 
are created in the divine image. Only humans are capable of divine fellowship—to know, to love, 
and to obey God. Only humans are called to divine purpose—to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever. 
 
6. Human life is fashioned by God. 
Not only did God reach down and originate life, but also he fashioned the unborn child. The 
hands of God are upon that child and are developing the life into a unique person. The prophet 
Jeremiah wrote of God speaking to him, “I chose you before I formed you in the womb; I set you 
apart before you were born; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jer. 1:5 HCSB). To Isaiah, 
God said, “And now, says the Lord, who formed me from the womb to be His servant” (Isa. 
49:5a HCSB). The Psalmist wrote, “For it was You who created my inward parts; You knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, because I have been remarkably and 
wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, and I know this very well. My bones were not 
hidden from You when I was made in the secret, when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written in Your book and planned 
before a single one of them began” (Psalm 139:13-16 HCSB).  
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God was present when human life was being formed in utter seclusion, and he personally created 
all the delicate inner parts of our bodies. The Great Creator of the universe lovingly supervised 
your and my development during those preconscious days, as he did for every human being on 
earth. 
 
God’s Word reveals what has taken science centuries to prove. The unborn fetus in not a blob, 
masses of tissue similar to an egg yolk. The unborn fetus is a person that is developing. That 
living being within your womb sleeps, kicks, sucks its thumb, breathes (fluid), and responds to 
pain. 
 
The ultrasound machine has assisted crisis pregnancy centers in showing pregnant parents that 
the baby is not just a mass of tissue but developing baby. Through technology the parents can see 
the unborn child—with the two tiny legs, two tiny arms, the developing body, and the fluttering 
little heart. 
 
7. Human life needs a home. 
Other options exist besides abortion. An unborn baby is a person who deserves to live. Various 
ministries and churches can assist in finding the baby a home. Many childless couples would 
love to provide a child with a good home through adoption.  
 
Parents have the freedom to choose—a choice the unborn baby does not have. I hope parents will 
choose life. 
 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have 
one child.  
 
 


