
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God  these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture passages to 
reinforce the same themes as the study regarding adoption into God’s family. 
	  
Introduction: In July of 2005, Angelina Jolie adopted a little Ethiopian child. This was 
actually the second time she had adopted. While she was touring drought, disease and 
famine stricken Ethiopia, she got the idea that although she couldn’t rescue every child 
in Africa, she could grant favor to one child. So she stepped once again out of her world 
and into the world of this little girl whose existence was difficult at best. Can you 
imagine the difference in the life of this little girl before Jolie adopted her and after the 
adoption? Jolie chose her. She showed favor to her. Her life, once deprived, now had 
abundance. Her life, once without any real future, now exploded with possibility. What a 
difference it can be when someone who has everything shows favor to someone who 
has virtually nothing.  
 
 It might sound inviting to be adopted into the family of a wealthy movie star and enjoy 
the benefits that come along with that. Can I suggest something better? God wants to 
adopt you into His family. You say, “How is that better?” As financially well off as Jolie 
is, her money will eventually run out. And as loving an act as she did to adopt and 
commit to raise these two children, her love has limits. God is not limited in either area. 
Let me introduce you to Mephibosheth. His story is much like that Ethiopian child 
adopted by Jolie. He was alone, scared, poor and wondering if he was going to die the 
next day. He too was adopted – not by a famous actress but by a king. 
 
1.  God is seeking sons to whom He can show love. (v. 1-3) 

David was secure in his kingdom. His enemies had been defeated. He had time 
and energy to think of other things. He remembered an old friendship and a promise 
that he had made to Jonathan, the son of the former king. Jonathan had asked that 
when David became king that he not kill off Saul’s family line but instead show 
kindness to them. What Jonathan asked was not the norm. The new king invariably 
considered the family members of the old king to be a threat to the security of his 
throne and would have them killed or at best exiled. They saw no value in keeping 
them around. They would create problems. David was different. He actively sought out 
any remaining sons of his friend so that he could show kindness to them and treat 
them as his sons. 

God too is seeking to take those who are His enemies and change them into 
sons. The Bible is very clear that man will never seek after God on his own (Rom. 
3:10). Jonathan’s son did not initiate the relationship that was going to grow between 
himself and David. Man, like this son of Jonathan’s, is crippled – unable to provide for 
himself, groveling around, unaware of the resources that are available to him, not 
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knowing or caring that the King of the universe is seeking them. But He is seeking 
them (Jn. 4:23). He wants to make them into sons (Jn. 1:12). 

 
2. Men are hiding from God because of a perceived animosity from Him. (v. 5-6) 

  Mephibosheth, the last son of Jonathan, had been living in fear for as long as he 
could remember, looking over his shoulder wondering if David or any of those loyal to 
David was going to find him. If that happened, he knew what it would mean – death. 
He was sure of it. It was payback. Saul, his grandfather had kept David in hiding for 
years as he chased him all over the countryside (1 Sam. 20:1) and even forced him to 
go live with one of Israel’s enemies (1 Sam. 21:10). Saul had firmly intended to kill 
David if he caught him; why should Mephibosheth expect anything different from 
David?  

Ever since Eden, men have been hiding from God (Gen. 3:8). When the story of 
humanity ends and God is pouring out His final wrath, men will still be hiding or at 
least trying to (Rev. 6:16). In the middle of the Bible, David, who had hidden from 
Saul, had also tried to hide from God. He says, “whither shall I flee from your 
presence?” (Psalm 139:7). It’s a natural instinct. Children hide from their parents when 
they’ve done something wrong. People are like cats. They take a lot of coaxing to 
come out of hiding. But once they do, they realize that God’s great desire is not to 
judge them (2 Peter 3:9), but to love them even though they are his enemies (Rom. 
5:8). And as David himself had discovered, it doesn’t do any good to try and hide from 
God because His presence is everywhere. The better answer is to submit to his 
searching and let him find you (Psalm 139:23-24).  

 
3. Men don’t deserve to become a part of the family of God. (v. 7-8) 

When Mephibosheth discovered David’s intentions, to basically adopt him and 
his family and treat them as his own, he was shocked. Why would David want 
anything to do with him? As far as he knew, he did not deserve any kindness from 
David. That’s exactly what he said (v. 8). As David heard those words from 
Mephibosheth, they must have prompted a memory in David’s mind. David had said 
much the same words when Mephibosheth’s grandfather, Saul, had suggested that 
David become his son-in-law (1 Sam. 18:18). He too had not thought he was worthy to 
become a part of the king’s family. Mephibosheth was right. All he deserved was 
death because of his relationship to Saul. There was only one reason that David was 
showing him kindness – because of another person he was related to. Twice David 
says that the reason that he intended to show kindness to Mephibosheth was because 
of Jonathan (v. 1, 7). Mephibosheth didn’t have to earn David’s love. Jonathan had it. 

The only reason that God shows men kindness is because of who they are 
related to. They are related to Jesus. Jesus became human. He was born a man (Phil. 
2:7-8). Men who deserve separation from God forever (Rom. 3:23; 6:23) because of 
their relationship to Adam (Rom. 5:12) gain life because of their relationship to the 
second Adam, Jesus (1 Cor. 15:22, 45). One man brought death. The other brought 
life. A relationship with God is not something that can be earned. It is given by the 
One who earned it for us through His identity and His work on the cross (Jn. 1:12).  

 
4. Being part of the family of God brings great benefits. (v. 9-11) 

  Mephibosheth couldn’t believe it. Not only was he safe from the king’s wrath, but 
he was going to enjoy the protection of the king from any other enemies. He didn’t 
have to live in fear any longer. He had the resources of his grandfather and father 
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restored to him plus the resources of the king were added to him. What he’d lost had 
been restored and so much more.  He was no longer going to have to struggle to be 
able to put food on the table because he was going to be eating at the king’s table. 
And the best part of that was that he would be afforded the privilege of developing a 
relationship with the king. 
  Think about the benefits that a child of God has added to his life at the moment 
of salvation. The fear of the wrath of God is eradicated from his life. What he lost as a 
result of sin is restored. What he gains as a child of the Father is so much more – a 
home of his own where he can eat at the King’s table, the change of His character by 
the entrance of the Holy Spirit and peace in the knowledge that no enemy, no matter 
how great, can separate him from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-38). Most of all, he 
gains a relationship with God because now he is a child of the Father (Heb. 2:9-11).  

  
5. Being part of the family of God is permanent. (v. 12-13) 
 

 Good things have a way of coming to an end. At this point, Mephibosheth must have 
been thinking that he was in the middle of a cruel dream just waiting to wake up. But 
this was real. It was happening and it was happening to him. David, the king, had 
made some wonderful promises to him, and probably the best part of those promises 
was that all these blessings were going to last the rest of his life.  

The same is true of every single child of God. This adoption is not a temporary 
thing that ends when the Father discovers that His newly adopted children are too 
unruly and sends them away. Jesus promised that the relationship formed here is an 
eternal one that no one and nothing can destroy (John 10:27-29). The home is already 
being prepared, and one day, Jesus will return to take His brothers home to live in the 
palace of the King forever (John 14:1-3). 
 

Conclusion: John remembered the day that he stood on the platform at the train station 
clinging to his mother’s arm. His father had left with another woman, and his mom was 
struggling to provide for her twelve children. The only terrible solution she could find 
was to give him and three of his sisters up for adoption. It took only three days for a 
family to respond to the offer of adopting him. They were a nice family, very kind to him. 
But it wasn’t the same. He lived in constant fear that they too would give him away. He 
grew into adulthood, moved out on his own and became a successful businessman, but 
the hurt of his past was buried too deep to let go of. 
  One day, in a moment of great discouragement, he visited a church. The 
preacher talked about how God loves to adopt people into his forever family. He asked 
if there was anyone who wanted this adoption for themselves. John did and he made it 
known. On that day, all the anguish, fear and bitterness of the past vanished. He felt 
loved, accepted and secure. Now he knew that he had someone Who would never 
leave him, never forsake him. 
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