
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Let’s suppose that you have a friend that lives many miles away from 
you. Each Christmas you take great effort to select, wrap, and then send a gift to your 
friend. Then, one day, you have enough money saved to make the long trip to see your 
friend. Finally, you are in your friend’s presence. You are enjoying each other’s 
company. It’s like old times. As you look around your friend’s home, you see none of 
your gifts on display. After a while, your friend is called away. You peek into your 
friend’s front closest, and your heart drops. There, after all these years, are all the gifts 
you had sent, still wrapped and unused. 
 
How would you feel? 
 
As you reflect on your emotions, perhaps you can imagine a little how God feels when 
he provides us with gifts to use for his service and his glory.  
 

1. Live as one. (vv. 12-13) 
Paul appealed to the one body and the one Spirit as a basis for unity in the church. 
Though the body has many members, the church is still one. And, though the church is 
made of many people from various backgrounds it exists as one.  
 
Paul’s teaching, in fact, his very happiness was dependent on believers coming 
together as one.  
 
Paul is not asking for uniformity. Uniformity comes from without. He is not asking for 
unanimity. We will never agree on everything. In fact sometimes, we must agree to 
disagree agreeably. He is calling for unity that comes from within, a matter of the heart. 
He is calling for harmony of relationships, mutual concern and love for one another, a 
caring for the quality of fellowship in order that Christ may perform his ministry through 
the body.  
 

2. Recognize your differences. (vv. 14-16) 
The body needs all the parts to function effectively. Take any part away and disaster 
strikes. The differences keep the body balanced. The variety of spiritual gifts keeps the 
church moving in many directions, meeting various needs, touching many lives, and 
safeguarding against extremes.  
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The differences allows for shared ministry that prevents from a few being overburdened 
and overworked. Too often ministries collapse from a few doing everything. They 
become exhausted, stressed, and burnout. Everyone working together, utilizing their 
gifts, allows for everyone to shoulder the weight of ministry and maintains health. 
 
When believers work together using their gifts, the focus is on the Giver of the gifts not 
the individual gifts. When Christ is glorified people are drawn to him. 
 

3. Understand that each gift is necessary. (vv. 21-22) 
The various gifts, however small and insignificant, and however large and important, are 
necessary for the church to function properly.  
 
A football team requires players of varying size, speed, agility, and type. If every player 
was sleek as a wide receiver or as large as an offensive lineman, no matter how good 
they were, the team would not be successful. Likewise, the church requires and needs 
each member with their varying gifts. Each is necessary and valuable to the functioning 
of the body. 
 

4. Employ your gift in service. (1 Peter 4:9-11) 
Peter recognized what we need to recognize that God has gifted us with gifts to be put 
to use in serving one another. Believers have a spiritual responsibility to use the gifts to 
serve others. We serve because it is good stewardship. Spiritual gifts like the money we 
possess has been given to us by God. They are not ours. Our responsibility is to 
employ those gifts in service to others. A failure to do so would result in poor 
stewardship.  
 
Furthermore, we employ our gifts through Christ’s strength. God gives us the gift along 
with the power to use those gifts.  
 
And, when we employ our gift, God is glorified. God gets the fame, the recognition, and 
the applause because we serve in Jesus’ name for his kingdom-building cause and to 
bring recognition to God.  
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