
 
To Be used with Session 3: Power Like No Other 
Title: Jesus and Your Storm 
Sermon Text: Matthew 8:23-27 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Like No Other, based on 

the life of Christ, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the 

same themes regarding Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection, so the pastor can reinforce the 

study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  
 
This sermon outline is based on the parallel account of the lesson text found in Matthew’s 

gospel. In this remarkable story, Jesus demonstrates that He possesses power Like No Other as 

He calms the very forces of nature. This same power is available today to calm the storms of our 

lives, and to calm the storms in our hearts.  
 

Introduction: I love to fly, but one of the most frightening experiences of my life was while 

flying through an incredible storm. On a trip from Memphis, TN to Albuquerque, NM, we were 

flying through an incredible storm. The aircraft was being buffeted so violently, the flight 

attendants were not allowed to leave their seats and move about the passenger cabin. As we 

descended for a stopover in Dallas, TX the plane shook even more dangerously than before. As 

we landed on a water-filled runway the aircraft slewed from side to side. Every passenger aboard 

was clinging to their seats; some were crying out in fear. I literally believed we would crash at 

any moment. Thanks to God’s grace and the skill of our pilot, we landed safely and made it to 

our terminal of debarkation without further incident. However, I did have to fly out again in the 

same storm, two hours later….. 
 

Storms in this life are inevitable. As some wise person once said, we are either coming out of a 

storm, in the midst of a storm, or going into a storm. And yet, storms are the perfect time for 

Jesus to demonstrate His power in our lives.  
 

In this life we will experience: 

I. Seismic Storms 
The word for storm or tempest in Matthew 8:24 is ‘seismos’, meaning violent and earth-shaking. 

We get our word ‘seismic’ from it. When we hear or read of a seismic event we think 

earthquake! Where can you run to escape an earthquake? We are not sure if an actual earthquake 

caused this storm. However, the storm was of such intensity that the disciples, who were 

experienced fisherman, men who made their living on the tumultuous Sea of Galilee, were 

fearing for their lives.  
 



Monumental storms get our attention. In Jonah chapter 1, we again see experienced seamen 

fearing for their lives in the middle of a violent storm. In Acts 27 the Apostle Paul experiences a 

shipwreck in the middle of yet another cataclysmic storm. In such storms, the normal safety 

measures do not work. Our usual responses are ineffective. That’s when fear sets in and we 

realize events are beyond our control. These could be family storms with spouses or children, 

parents or siblings. They could be financial storms brought about by mismanagement or sudden 

loss. Career storms could shake our foundations and leave us jobless and even homeless. We 

could even now be experiencing spiritual storms as we wrestle with besetting sins or habits of 

faithlessness.  

In times of seismic storms we need to remember we have: 
 

II. An Accessible Savior 
 

Jesus was right in the boat with them! He was not far away or busy, He was sharing the 

experience. He has promised to never leave or forsake us. If we truly believe that we should be 

Calmed by His Presence. Jesus wasn’t worried; He was asleep! He did not come to die in a boat, 

but on the cross. While they lightened the ship and tried everything they could do to deliver 

themselves, Jesus patiently rested until they came to Him.  
 

There is so much of us in the disciples’ appeal to Jesus. First we respond with the language of 

faith: “Lord save us!” But even then we also display the language of fear: “We are going to die!” 

Lord, I know you are God and you can do anything, but I am so afraid in this storm, I wonder if 

even You can do anything.  
 

The storm was eventually Calmed by His Power. The word ‘rebuked’ is taken from two words 

that mean to impose power upon. Jesus miraculously imposed His will over nature! The same 

power Jesus displayed here can work in our storms. He either calms the storm (by His power) or 

He calms the storm in us (by His presence). Is your storm too powerful for God? Paul shared 

these words when threatened by shipwreck: “For there stood by me this night an angel of the 

God to whom I belong and whom I serve, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought 

before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ Therefore take 

heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me.” Acts 27:23-25 (NKJV)  
 

Do you believe what God has told you in His Word? Do you believe that God is powerful 

enough to use and control your storms?  

● “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, 

who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 

will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 

(NKJV) 
● “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been 

grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious 

than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 

glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1:7 (NKJV) 
● “But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.” 

Job 23:10 (NKJV) 
 

In the middle of seismic storms we have an accessible savior, and we need to make: 



III. A Significant Response 
When Jesus displayed His overwhelming power to calm the storm, the disciples first Marveled at 

His Identity. “Who is this man?” They were still developing an understanding of who Jesus truly 

was. “He stirs up the sea with His power, And by His understanding He breaks up the storm.” 

Job 26:12 (NKJV) Just when we think we know Jesus, He shows us Himself in a new way. Each 

new demonstration of His power is a revelation of His Person.  
 

The disciples also Marveled at His Ability. “Even the winds and the sea obey Him.” Even the 

forces of nature are at His command. Just when we wonder if God can handle this storm, He 

comes through in ways we never imagined possible. He specializes in doing the impossible. “Is 

anything too hard for the Lord?” Genesis 18:14 (NKJV)  
 

Closing: When seismic storms arise we feel powerless. Nothing we can do or try seems to make 

any difference in our circumstances. We are truly out of control and at the mercy of the wind and 

waves. In your seismic storm remember that you have an accessible savior who creates and 

controls storms. There is nothing outside the realm of His power. Go to Him with all the faith 

you possess; trust in His Words of promise and comfort. He may deliver you out of the storm by 

His power; He may deliver you through the storm and calm you with His presence. Either way, 

He is in control and you can rest in Him. When the storm has passed, and even before, we should 

make a significant response to His deliverance. As we marvel at His identity, let’s make a 

renewed effort to know Him more intimately. As we shake our heads in astonishment at His 

ability, let’s determine to trust Him more completely. Everything that comes into our lives 

crosses God’s desk first. He either causes it or allows it because He intends to use it for His glory 

and our benefit. That is real power!  
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