
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  Jesus Christ is central to the Christian faith. That statement may 

seem obvious, but even Christians need a constant reminder that everything in our faith is built 

upon the person and work of Jesus Christ. Every aspect of Jesus’ life—from His birth to His 

current exalted state—is unique from any other person. His uniqueness means His life and 

character merit our fullest attention, and because He is uniquely God, His life and character 

greatly impact our lives. 

 

Session Two deals with the account of Jesus’ birth from Luke. The Point of the study is “Jesus is 

fully human and fully God.”  

  

These text based sermons draw from the same Scripture passages as the small group studies, but 

explore other themes from the passage. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the passage 

without repeating the small group study.   

  

Introduction: Do you remember the day you found out that you were going to have your first 

child? Do you remember the moment it became very apparent that what you had been 

anticipating for nine months was now here? Most of us share those memories. Most births are 

pretty similar to each other. The nudge during the middle of the night, the ride to the hospital, the 

ear-piercing but joy-inducing cry, the proud parents and the even prouder grandparents. We can 

identify with one another’s experiences and give looks of recognition because we’ve experienced 

it too. But when it comes to the birth of Jesus, it was like no other. Like most births, there was an 

announcement, but it was made by angels. There were visitors, but they were not family or 

friends. They were shepherds. There was a birth, but it was in a manger not a hospital, and to top 

it all off, this birth happened to a virgin.  

 

1. The deliverer of the message – Gabriel – was sent by God (v. 26) 

 

 He was dependable (“Gabriel” means “man of God”, “God is my strength” or “strong 

man of God”) For a really important message, you want someone that you can depend on 

and someone who recognizes that they don’t have enough strength to depend on 

themselves. 

 He was obedient (“sent by God”) He did what God directed even though it required him 

to leave behind the holiness of heaven and experience the sinfulness of man. 

 He was experienced – This wasn’t the first message that he had delivered: 

o He had delivered messages to Daniel concerning Israel’s future – one about the 

Tribulation when Jesus would establish His right to rule (8:16-19) and one about 

the timing of the Messiah’s coming and death (9:25-26) 
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o He had delivered a message to Zechariah concerning John’s future “make ready a 

people prepared for the Lord” (1:17) John was prepared through his being filled 

with the Spirit, and he had come to prepare people’s hearts to respond properly to 

the Lord.  

2. The recipient of the message – Mary – was prepared by God (v. 27) 

 God prepared her for Jesus (“virgin”) How was she able to remain pure? “the Lord 

is with thee” (v. 28) She was obedient in an area in which many people struggle. But 

even though she resisted that pressure, she had failed in other areas. She was a sinner, 

so she still needed the Savior. 

 God prepared her for Joseph  

 He was righteous (“being a just man” Matt. 1:19) Even as righteous as he 

was, he was still a sinner. He still needed the Savior. 

 He was royal (“of the house of David”) All men, regardless of their heritage or 

standing, are sinners. They all still need the Savior. 

3. The content of the message – Jesus – was God (v. 30-33) Gabriel communicated that Mary 

was going to have a son. That would have been big enough news to her. But even further, he 

communicated how unique this son was going to be. Gabriel told… 

 Jesus’ purpose (v. 31 - “Jesus” = savior) Most children don’t know their purpose 

when they are born, and most parents don’t want anything more from their children 

than that they bring joy into their lives. But even when children are born, parents 

often choose names for them based on what they want them to become. 

 Jesus’ position (v. 32 - “great”) How do you define greatness? Position does not 

define greatness. Notice that Jesus is called “great” before His position as the Son of 

God or as the King are even mentioned. The only thing that has been mentioned in 

the description of Jesus so far as that He would be the Savior which would require 

Him to give His life as a ransom for many. Maybe that’s where true greatness 

originates – giving – giving yourself even for those who want nothing to do with you. 

(Rom. 5:8) 

 Jesus’ paternity (v. 32) 

His spiritual father was God (“son of the Highest”; “Son of God” [v. 35]) He is 

God. That’s what enabled His payment for our sins to be sufficient to pay for 

them. 

His earthly father was David (“his father David”) He is human. Jesus was not the 

son of Joseph, but He was the son of a human. He became one of us. Though He 

and Joseph were both descendants of David, Jesus did not get His claim to the 

throne through Joseph’s line but through Mary’s. He is the Messiah, the One who 

was the fulfillment of a promise made to David that a descendant of His would sit 

on the throne forever.  

 Jesus’ perpetuity (v. 33) The only way for His throne to be forever is if He is 

eternal. That points once again to His nature as God. 

 

4. The explanation of the message – a miracle – was empowered by God (v. 34-35) 

 

 It was humanly impossible (“I know not a man”) Mary didn’t see a way for what 

Gabriel was saying to be reality. She only knew of one way for a baby to be 

conceived. It went against everything that she knew. 

 It was divinely possible (v. 35) 
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Gabriel made the theoretical statement (“with God nothing shall be impossible” [v. 37]) 

We know this to be true, but sometimes it seems like it’s just true in theory or for the 

other guy or for the biblical people who lived long ago. So to make sure that Mary 

believed his message, Gabriel told her about a real example of the power of God - 

Elisabeth. 

God made the practical statement (“Elisabeth…hath also conceived a son” [v. 36]) Not 

only was this an example of the power of God, but also of the love of God. God gave to a 

barren woman the one that Jesus called the greatest born among women (Matt. 11:11). If 

you are looking for the ultimate practical example of both the love of God and the power 

of God, then you need look no further than the child that was born from Mary through a 

miracle. 

 

5. The reaction to the message – acceptance – evidenced faith in God (v. 29-30; 38) 

 

 Faith doesn’t mean you can’t ask questions (“How shall this be?” [v. 34]) 

 Faith means that you obey without understanding (“be it unto me according to thy word” 

[v. 38]) 

 

Conclusion: Yes, the birth of Jesus was like no other. It was unusual in the “how” – to a virgin. 

It was unusual in the “where” – a manger in little Bethlehem. It was unusual in the “who” – the 

Son of God becoming a human. But the thing that made it the most unusual birth that ever 

happened is in the “why”. He was born to die. The Son is God and was eternally existent in 

heaven. He could have stayed there forever. But His death was the only thing that would pay the 

sin debt that humanity owed. So He became a human baby because of His love for us. And it is 

this love that makes this birth and life so unlike anyone else that has ever existed. He loved us so 

much that He was willing to be born as a human and then willing to die. His humanity made His 

death possible. His divinity made His death sufficient to pay for the sins of all mankind. In 

response to His life and death, He calls us to do something like no other too. He calls us to be 

born again (Jn. 3:7), and then He calls us die to ourselves (Lk. 9:23). Will you do something 

unusual and follow Jesus? 
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