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To be Used With Session 4: Stick With Service 

Title: How Service Influences a Person 
Text: Acts 2:42-47 

 
To complement the small group study of Like Glue: Making Relationships Stick, these sermon 
outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the same themes so the pastor can 

reinforce the study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture. 
 

Connection with Unit Theme: We have been freed from the law. But this freedom is not for 

ourselves but so that we can serve others in love. The Point of Session 4 is “Seize the opportunity 
to serve.” 

 
A radical distinctive of following Christ in our secular society is a commitment to serving one 

another.  Our society advocates looking out for ourselves, to be self-centered.  Christ compels us 
to respond to the needs of others with the love of God. 
 

Meeting the needs of others with love characterized the early church. A serving attitude and a 
giving spirit was evident. These early church members looked for practical ways they could 

assist their brothers and sisters in Christ. In doing so, they show how service influences people. 
 
1. We serve because serving imitates Jesus.   

The early disciples emulated Jesus.  Throughout Jesus’ ministry he had served his followers.  But 
perhaps his most graphic picture of his servant’s heart came the night before his crucifixion.  

Jesus and the disciples had gathered for the Passover meal. Upon entering a home, it was 
customary to wash your own feet or to have them washed by a servant before eating.  The bowl 
and the towel were present, but no disciple assumed the servant’s duty. To their surprise, Jesus 

assumed the servant’s role and washed their feet.  
 

When we serve others, especially those who have no way of repaying us, we imitate Jesus. As he 
gave of himself, we do the same. Jesus set the example, and we are to imitate him. 
 

When we take up the towel and serve one another we represent Christ to those we serve.  We 
become his hands and his feet.  Kenneth Leech wrote, “Christian spirituality is the spirituality of 

the Poor Man of Nazareth who took upon himself the form of a servant.  To follow the way of 
the kingdom is therefore to follow him who fed the hungry, healed the sick, befriended the 
outcast, and blessed the peacemakers.” 

 
2. We serve because serving presents Jesus to the world.  
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Friedrich Nietzsche, the atheistic philosopher, allegedly stated, “Jesus’ disciples will need to 
look more saved if I am to believe in their Savior.” Nietzsche used the poor witness of some 

Christians as his excuse for not believing. He makes a good point: the world is looking for 
followers of Christ who look like Jesus. The world looks at us not only for right belief, but also 

for a distinctive Christ-like lifestyle, a faith expressed through action. 
 
The world looks at followers of Christ and says, “Show me your faith by the way you live and 

serve in this hurting world.”   
 

Service exemplifies the way Christianity is supposed to be lived. Believers present Jesus to a 
watching world by their service. 
 

3. We serve because serving fulfills us .   
 

The paradox of serving is in giving ourselves away, we find ourselves; in emptying ourselves, 
we find fulfillment. 
 

In a time when many search for self-fulfillment and happiness, most people look for it in 
repeated highs of promotions, exotic vacations, or an infinite amount of worldly possessions. But 

real fulfillment comes in serving God by serving others. When we give ourselves away in service 
to others, we find meaning and purpose in life that selfishness can never equal. 
 

Granted fulfillment is not the goal of service, but it is a by-product of servanthood.  When we 
serve others God has a tendency to bring satisfaction into our lives. We receive meaning and 

purpose. 
 
4. We serve by meeting a need that exists in the life of another person.  

 
Like the early church, “they gave to anyone as he had need” (Acts 2:45 NIV). For a need to be 

met, two things have to be in place: (1) a real need and (2) a person or resource that can 
effectively meet that need. The goal of service is to meet a need that exists in the lives of people.   
 

What are the real needs in the lives of the people around you? Your family? Your work? Your 
Bible Study class? How are you meeting those needs?  

 
Here are three quotes to consider: 
 

President John Kennedy in his inauguration speech said, “Ask not what your country can do for 
you, ask what you can do for your country.” By changing the words of that famous quote it can 

say, “Ask not what your church can do for you, ask what you can do for your church.”  What can 
you do? What will you do? 
 

John Wooden, in his autobiography They Call Me Coach, writes: “You cannot live a perfect day 
without doing something for someone who will never be able to repay you.”  You can arrange 

for a few hundred dollars to arrive at the home of someone who is hurting financially.  You can 
provide childcare for a single parent to give them a free afternoon.  You can open up your home 



3 
 

to a single adult that is separated from their immediate family. You can volunteer at food pantry 
or a soup kitchen.   

 
Pastor Bill Hybels said, “I would never want to reach out someday with a soft, uncallused 

hand—a hand never dirtied by serving—and shake the nail-pierced hand of Jesus.”  I wouldn’t 
either, would you?   
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have one child. 

 
 


