
 
 

To Be Used With: Session Three: Stick With Forgiveness 

Sermon Title Possibilities:  

Costly Forgiveness 

What Does Biblical Forgiveness Look Like? 

Scripture: Matthew 18:21-28, 32-33 

Connection with Unit Theme: Forgiveness is costly, but it costs more to not forgive. If our 

relationships with others is to reflect our relationship with Christ then we must have relationships 

marked by grace and forgiveness.  

Introduction: 

Relationships are really tough and they are really tough within the church.  Here are a few brief 

words that describe our relationship problems.  Miscommunication.  Avoiding conflict out of 

fear.  Anger.  Defensiveness.  Gossip.  Lying.  Envy.  Lust.  Isolation to avoid hurt.  Smothering 

to avoid loneliness.  Superficiality.  Argumentative.  Controlling.  Hurt feelings.  Slander.  Every 

one of these things is present in every church.  The Scriptures and our personal experience 

testifies to the fact that we live in a fallen world with fallen people.  As such we will have 

relational difficulties.  And these relational difficulties are not left at the door of the church.   

In the midst of these messy relationships we have questions.  How does a worker that has given 

30 years of his life to a company deal with his feelings of anger and resentment when he is told 

that he will be laid off and not receive his pension?  How does a wife of 20 years deal with the 

feelings of betrayal that come from her husband’s adulterous affair?  How does a loving mother 

deal with the pain of her son’s rejection?  How does the dedicated follower of Christ deal with 

the rejection that comes from being over-looked for key positions within the church?  When 

people sin against us how do we deal with it?  As believers we have a gut feeling that we are 

supposed to engage in forgiveness but what does that look like?  Does it mean to overlook the 

offense?  Does it mean forgetting?  What does it mean to forgive?   

And it is not only questions about dealing with our hurts that we have to deal with.  What do you 

do when you’d rather shave with a cheese grater than be around that person that annoys you?  

You know you should not have those feelings but that person seems to know how to touch every 

last nerve.  Or what do you do when you get the feeling that you are that annoying person?  What 

do you when you are convinced that someone does not like you?  What happens when someone 

will not forgive you?   



Thankfully, our fallen nature is not the only thing that defines the church.  It is also grace. 

Matthew 18:21-35 outlines the forgiveness that ought to be present in the church.   

**I like to tell the story of the parable towards the beginning and then make these points. 

I. A posture of forgiveness is not optional 

 

In the Jewish culture of Peter’s day it was customary to forgive someone three times for 

repentant sin—but after that third time it was evident that the repentance was not real.  So, when 

Peter says, “how many times should I forgive my brother—seven times” we read that today and 

think Peter is being a jerk that does not want to forgive.  That is not the case.  Peter is actually 

being very gracious here.  He sets the bar pretty high for his culture.  But Jesus, as we see sets 

the bar even higher.  Not seven but seventy times seven or perhaps seventy seven.  Jesus’ point is 

not a literal 490 (or 77) but that we are to have an attitude of forgiveness that does not consider 

the number of times forgiven.  We are to forgive as we have been forgiven.   

But notice in this text that complete forgiveness happens when someone asks for our forgiveness. 

This means that until someone else repents we can only have a posture of forgiveness towards 

them, but we cannot walk in complete forgiveness apart from their repentance. But when 

someone repents Jesus shows us that forgiveness is not an option.  

Application: Have you set a limit on forgiveness? Is there someone in your life asking for 

forgiveness that you are not granting? Do you have a posture of forgiveness even for those who 

have yet to repent? Are you longing for their repentance so you can truly forgive them?  

II. True forgiveness will be costly 

 

Forgiveness cost something.  True forgiveness means absorbing the cost of the debt yourself.  In 

this text look at the considerable debt the king had to take upon himself—10,000 talents—or to 

us 6 billion dollars. No matter how wealthy you are—6 billion dollars is going to hurt.  But 

forgiveness hurts.  Forgiveness is canceling a debt.  That is what God does with us and it is 

costly with God to.  In order to forgive our debt it cost His Son.  Forgiveness is costly.  So, do 

not think that it is not.  And true forgiveness is forfeiting your right to collect.   

I like the words of Paul Tripp on this point, when you say you forgive someone you are making 

three promises: you promise you will not bring up the debt to use it as leverage, you promise that 

you will not bring up the offense to others and slander the person who sinned against you, you 

promise not to dwell on the offense yourself1.  

Application: Have you truly absorbed the cost of forgiving another?  

III. Forgiveness is grounded in grace 

 

It is painful to absorb the cost of someone else’s sin. Grace is always costly. The wife that comes 

home to an adulterous husband cannot on her own love a repentant husband the way that Jesus is 
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describing in this text.  The employee cannot love his employer like he ought on his own. The 

offended party cannot forgive the way that is called for apart from the redeeming grace of Christ.  

And the offending party will not have the humility to give a legitimate apology apart from the 

redeeming grace of Christ.   

The relationship difficulties you are going through now are painful.  Do not pretend that they are 

not.  But do not stay there.  Take them to the Cross. When we see the greatness of our depth in 

light of the Cross we are in a position to forgive. A true disciple cannot be forgiven 6 billion 

dollars and strangle a man for 12,000.  A true disciple that has experienced the infinite matchless 

costly grace of God does not in turn refuse grace to another 

Conclusion:  

The words of J.C. Ryle on this text are stinging but true:  

Let these truths sink down deeply into our hearts. It is a melancholy fact that there are 

few Christian duties so little practiced as that of forgiveness. It is sad to see how much 

bitterness, unmercifulness, spite, harshness, and unkindness there is among men. Yet 

there are few duties so strongly enforced in the New Testament Scriptures as this duty is, 

and few the neglect of which so clearly shuts a man out of the kingdom of God2.”   

Consider the relationships in your life that need forgiveness and take them to the cross. There 

you’ll find your acceptance with God and the freedom to either own up to your own guilt and the 

power to absorb the cost of the sins of another.  
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