
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding missional living. 
	  
Introduction: It hasn’t been that long ago that the media was in an uproar over the 
actions of football player Tim Tebow, for having both printed Scripture references on his 
“eye black” and for kneeling in prayer in the end zone after a touchdown. He garnered a 
lot of criticism, especially for his kneeling, sarcastically dubbed “tebowing.” Yet, with all 
the opposition Tebow had, he used this as a platform to share Jesus with a whole 
nation and to point others toward God.  
 
NOTE: This session is similar to session 3 (the men in the furnace). Remember that 
session 3 focused on standing courageously and refusing to compromise. This session 
emphasizes the importance of doing what is right in the face of opposition. 
 
1. Nothing should deter us from our faithful worship and walk with God. (verses 
6-10) 
 
A. The other leaders were jealous of Daniel. He had been exalted in the sight of King 
Darius and the king planned to set him above everyone in the kingdom. The other 
advisors couldn’t find any fault with him, so they decided that they would set a trap for 
him regarding his worship of God. They got the king to sign a law that no one could pray 
to anyone but the king for a month or be thrown into a lions’ den. 
B. Daniel knew the edict had been signed, but he wasn’t going to let that deter him. He 
had been in the habit of praying to God three times a day for a long time.  
C. The world seems to hate it when Christians practice their Christianity. They twist the 
Constitution and use silly laws to bring lawsuits against us. They worship, too, but not 
the things of God. What they worship conflicts with worshipping God.  
 
2. Faithfulness to God often results in opposition. (verses 13-16) 
 
A. They knew the faithfulness of Daniel towards God. They knew it wouldn’t take long 
for them to catch him praying. Daniel refused to change his actions in order to sneakily 
pray; he left his windows open. Nor was he flaunting; he was simply doing what he had 
always done. 
B. The king didn’t want to punish Daniel. His respected him for his character of 
righteousness. But, he had signed a law that could not be revoked. Darius was 
obligated to follow through with the punishment. He also knew a little bit about Daniel’s 
God and, in a way, trusted Him to save Daniel. 

Sermon Series:  Game Changer 
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C. Our own country is changing. The term “hate speech” has been created to punish 
Christians for speaking out against certain sins. Children, in some school districts, are 
told they cannot pray, read their Bibles, or talk about Jesus at school. Opposition to God 
will only get fiercer. 
 
3. God uses our faithfulness and integrity to point to Him. (verses 19-22) 
 
A. This was not the first time Daniel exhibited integrity. Daniel was now in his 80s, and 
he had a history of acting faithfully. Darius ran to the lions’ den and called out for him, 
asking him if his God has saved him. 
B. Darius responded by sending out a decree glorifying God to “all the peoples of the 
earth.”  
C. When we stand up for God and the righteousness of God, God gets the glory for it. 
Every time we face opposition, it is an opportunity to be a witness for God. If we 
respond to the opposition in a Christ-like manner, people can see God in us. 
 
Conclusion/Application – American Christians cry “persecution!” almost anytime we 
face opposition. Seldom do any of us face true persecution. More and more, in our 
schools, workplaces, and in the media, Christians are facing opposition to following 
Jesus. In any and every case, we must resolve to remain faithful to God in our 
responses, statements, and actions. Turn every instance of opposition into an 
opportunity to be a faithful witness to God. Here are some action points: 

• Ask God to make you bold when faced with opposition. 
• Role play with a friend different scenarios of opposition and critique each other 

on your responses. 
• Live each day with a “no compromise” promise to the Lord. No matter the issue, 

you resolve to be faithful to Him. 
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