
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding missional living. 
	  
Introduction: Humility is in short supply these days. Like the Church in Laodicea (Rev. 
3), Americans have become self-reliant, forgetting the blessings of God on our land. We 
boast about and flaunt our wealth, but are morally bankrupt. We brag about our 
goodness, but we have a terminal cancer. God tells us throughout the Bible that he 
honors humility. “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
(Proverbs 16:18 ESV) 
 
1. Pride is a sin that places self over others. (verses 28-30) 
 
A. Daniel 4:4-26 describes a second dream King Nebuchadnezzar had. He once again 
called on Daniel to interpret it. God told Nebuchadnezzar through Daniel that He was 
going to remove him from his throne because of his pride.  
B. Nebuchadnezzar walked in humility for about a year. Then, he was out, strolling on 
the roof of his palace, presumably admiring his own kingdom. A wave of pride came 
over him and he declared what a wonderful place he had built to declare his own glory. 
C. Pride can sneak up on someone who isn’t intentionally suppressing it. We, too, can 
say some of the most absurdly prideful things that seem to come out of nowhere. We 
must confess our pride before the Lord and repent. 
 
2. Humble yourself or God will humble you. (verses 31-33) 
 
A. While the words were still in his mouth, God spoke to him and judged his pride. Even 
though he had warned of the consequences in a dream, the king displayed a prideful 
attitude, anyway.  
B. We know that God hates pride, yet the very nature of pride makes us not care. The 
only way to combat it is to get ahead of it and continually remind yourself of who you 
are in light of Who God is. 
C. We have all seen people who are ridiculously full of themselves. We watch their fall 
from their pedestals like a slow motion train wreck. We might even warn them it’s 
coming, but pride makes them think they are above reproach. 
 
3. God restores us as we humble ourselves before Him. (verses 34-35) 
 
A. Previously, Nebuchadnezzar had referred to God as Daniel’s God (2:47) and 
Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego’s God (3:28-29). In this passage, Nebuchadnezzar 
personally praised God. 
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B. Humility forces us to recognize the glory of God, which belongs to Him, not us. When 
we have the correct attitude, God gets all the glory for what He does in our lives. 
C. Jesus gave us the greatest example of humility as described in Philippians chapter 2. 
Verse 7 says that Jesus “…made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant…”  
(ESV) He told His Disciples, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant 
of all.” (Mark 9:35 ESV) 
 
Conclusion/Application – It’s obvious from what Jesus says that He equates humility 
and being a servant as very important in His Kingdom. Some Christians think that they 
are too good for certain tasks or jobs in a church. They think that because they helped 
in VBS for ten years that they can “retire” or because they teach Sunday school they 
don’t have to help on All Church Work Day. Here are some ways you can keep humble 
in the Lord’s service: 

• Ask God to show you areas of pride in your life. Confess them and determine to 
repent of them. 

• Volunteer to help in the church nursery or with Vacation Bible School. 
• Ask your pastor or other church leader for a job that no one else wants to do, and 

do it with all your heart! 
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