
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Faithfulness is the internal script that will determine our response to 
failure, mistreatment, and pain. Faithfulness reaches into every facet of our lives. It is 
more far-reaching than our talent, our education, our background, or our network of 
friends. Faithfulness is a lot like water; it seeps into and out of all the cracks of our lives. 
And when faithfulness is lost, all is lost.  
 
Suffice it to say that faithfulness is more about who we are, our being, than what we do, 
our doing. Being is much deeper than doing, for it relates to character, that which we 
are, and how we make a life. It has to do with intangibles; objective yardsticks and 
impressive awards can’t measure the kind of people we become down inside. Of the 
two, being will ultimately outdistance doing every time. It may take half a lifetime to 
perfect, but hands down, it’s far more valuable. And lasting. And inspiring. 
 
The Old Testament’s Daniel acted faithfully. Daniel is one of those biblical characters 
we usually associate with just one event. For Daniel, it was the lion’s den. Instead we 
need to remember him because of the bottom line message of his life. For Daniel, it was 
his faithfulness. It seeped out of every corner of his life. In fact, it could have been his 
middle name. It was the reason he was thrown in the lion’s den in the first place.   
 
The story of Daniel communicates that sometimes life throws us a curve ball when we 
least expect it. And sometimes it shatters our face. Our faithfulness will determine how 
we respond.  
 

1. Faithfulness distinguishes people. 
Daniel was a distinguished man. He was above reproach. He could be counted on. He 
lived a clean life. He did his work.  His private life was compatible with his public image.  
He willingly followed God even at personal cost.   
 
James Kouzes and Barry Posner surveyed nearly 1500 managers from around the 
country in a study sponsored by the American Management Association. They asked 
the following open-ended question: “What values, personal traits or characteristics do 
you look for and admire in your superiors?” More than 225 values, traits, and 
characteristics were identified, and they were then reduced to fifteen categories. The 
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most frequent response was “integrity, is truthful, is trustworthy, has character, has 
convictions.” 
 
Daniel was a prototype of that kind of individual. 
 

2. Faithfulness is always tested. 
Faithfulness is put to the test every day. At work, we will be tempted to fudge on 
expense reports, to manipulate figures, to tell lies to get a sale, or to compromise our 
convictions. At school, we will be tempted to work off someone else’s paper, to borrow 
last year’s test, or to pay for a research paper. On the road, we will be tempted to watch 
an X-rated movie in the privacy of our hotel room or to take a few towels home. At 
home, we will be tempted to break a promise to our children or to not fulfill a 
commitment to our spouse. 
 
Several years ago a young, hopeful, presidential candidate made a statement to the 
press. The New York Times quoted Senator Gary Hart from Colorado, “Follow me 
around. I’m serious. If anyone wants to put a tail on me, go ahead.” The news press did 
just that. When he was photographed with girlfriend Donna Rice it meant the unraveling 
of a presidential candidacy.  
 
In Daniel’s time, his enemies put a “tail” on him. They followed him. They spied on him. 
They put his faithfulness to the test. They searched through his personal affects. They 
could dig all they wanted and Daniel came out smelling like a rose. Daniel was put to 
the test and he passed. 
 

3. Faithfulness draws fire. 
A faithful person is like a towering oak tree. Strong and tall, but exposed to life’s storms. 
In a thunderstorm, which tree is likely to draw the lightning strike? Lightning, more times 
than not, strikes the tallest object. Consequently, we can expect that those who stand 
tallest for God will draw the lightning.  
 
Case in point, Daniel. “Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast 
into the lions’ den” (Dan. 6:16 ESV). Daniel was not in the lions’ den because he had 
done something wrong, but because he had acted faithfully. That’s a little bit confusing, 
isn’t it? We are under the impression that when we do what is wrong, we will be 
punished for it; but when we do what is right, we will be rewarded for it. Now that makes 
good, logical, common sense . . . but it isn’t always true. Sometimes, when we do things 
wrong, we are rewarded for it (as far as this world is concerned), and occasionally, 
when we do what is right, we pay a terrible price for it. Invariably, life throws us a curve 
ball.   
 
Professional golfer, Tom Watson, at an early age had his heart set on being a 
champion. He also had his personal code of honor firmly in mind. In the first state 
tournament that he ever entered, he put his putter down behind the ball on one of the 
greens. To his dismay, the ball moved slightly. No one saw it. Of that he was certain. He 
was under great pressure to win, and there was no time whatever to add up the pluses 
and minuses of the alternatives. But he knew without hesitation what he must do; he 
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went over to an official and said, “My ball moved.” That action cost him a stroke, and he 
lost the hole. Tom Watson placed his personal integrity ahead of his keen desire to win. 
 
Daniel was not the last man to suffer for doing what was right. It cost him to act 
faithfully.  
 

4. Faithfulness reflects God’s character. 
Biblical faithfulness finds its source in the nature of God rather than in the behavioral 
patterns of people. Biblical faithfulness is a reflection of the character of God. Our 
heavenly Father and His Son are faithfulness personified. They are not simply pictures 
of the real thing. They are the real thing. 
 
As Daniel acted faithfully, he was merely reflecting the image of God.  
 

5. Faithfulness can be developed. 
There were three actions from Daniel’s life that enabled him to act faithfully. If we put 
these traits into practice we, too, will act faithfully. 
 
Consistently pray to God (v.10). Daniel didn’t turn to prayer in a panic. He had made 
prayer a regular habit of his life, a part of his daily ritual. Prayer was his first priority not 
his last resort. 
 
Continually serve God (v. 16). Nobody can successfully serve two masters. To attempt 
to do so is to become a fractured person. Daniel would not serve two masters. He 
would not compromise his convictions. 
 
Conscientiously trust in God (v. 23). Regardless of the outcome, Daniel was going to 
trust God. That takes courage and conviction. It is the ability to choose faithfulness, 
while resisting compromise. He chose to trust God regardless of the outcome. He was 
willing to lose his place and his friends and his status because he would trust God no 
matter what.   
 

Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


