
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: A young unmarried couple joined our church one Sunday morning. I 
noticed on their response cards, the next morning; the man was moving his 
membership from another church while the woman wanted to be baptized. Then, I 
noticed that both listed the same home address. Obviously, they were living together, 
though unmarried. I shared with our leadership team who immediately said, “Pastor, 
you need to confront them and let them know they can’t join the church while living 
together unmarried.” I gulped not really wanting to execute this directive. 
 
I’m not alone. Confrontation is not easy. It is awkward, messy, and just plain hard. Most 
of us would rather avoid it. Don’t we want the church to portray an image of acceptance, 
love, and tolerance? 
 
It had been almost seventy years since Daniel and the other Jewish teenagers arrived 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. Daniel was now over 80 years old. King Nebuchadnezzar 
has been dead for 24 years. Belshazzar sat on the Babylonian throne. Outside the 
massive walls the mighty Medo-Persian army surrounded the city. Inside the walls the 
king threw a massive party. He hoped to divert the people’s attention away from the 
impending and certain doom. Somewhere along the way the King asked for the gold 
and silver goblets that have been taken from the temple in Jerusalem, 70 years earlier. 
He along with his assistants, wives and concubines drank wine from the sacred 
ornaments. They began to praise the gods of Babylon. 
 
Suddenly, fingers wrote on the wall. The party stopped. The blood left the king’s face. 
He was ashen. Astrologers and enchanters were called to interpret the handwriting. No 
luck. The queen remembered Daniel, who years earlier had interpreted the dreams of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  
 
Daniel arrived. He revealed the hidden message of the handwriting on the wall. He 
showed us how to confront sin. Heed these truths when you are called to confront sin. 
 

1. It takes a person of character when confronting sin. 
 

Let’s be honest very few people like to point out the sins and flaws of others because 
we know that we have our own flaws and make our own mistakes. It takes a person of 
humble character and moral uprightness who walks with God to call sin what it is. 
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Daniel was such a person. Daniel since being deported from Jerusalem had served in 
the court of the king of Babylon. He had served the kings faithfully and well. Yet, even in 
a foreign land and serving a pagan king, he had remained faithful to God. Never did he 
compromise his values. He kept his way pure. His character was clean. 
 
Never underestimate the power of a godly life in any arena, but, especially, when 
confronting sin. It requires moral uprightness to identify sin in others and to call out 
those shortcomings.  
 

2. It’s better to refuse rewards when confronting sin. 
 

Interestingly, the king offered the same deal to Daniel he offered to the enchanters and 
astrologers. Daniel, if he interpreted the handwriting on the wall, would be clothed in 
purple, be given a golden chain, and become the third highest ruler in the kingdom. 
 
Daniel refused. He was not impressed with the gifts or the status. He didn’t need it and 
didn’t want it.  
 
Daniel understood the difference between work for hire and work for the Lord. This was 
the kind of work for which payment was not needed. He did not want to blur the lines. 
Anyway the kingdom would soon be destroyed if he were the third highest ruler or not.  
 

3. It helps to know the past when confronting sin. 
 

Daniel reminded King Belshazzar what had happened to Nebuchadnezzar when he 
became arrogant and filled with pride. God humbled him by taking away his sanity, 
causing him to become like a wild animal until he acknowledged God’s sovereignty.   
 
Belshazzar should have known better. He should have learned from the past. He should 
not be repeating the sins of his father. When Belshazzar took the silver and gold goblets 
and used them, he was practically daring God to punish him. God called his bluff.  
 
In confronting sin, it is good to remind people how God has judged others and how it 
costs people who forget the past.  
 

4. It takes courage when confronting sin. 
 

Daniel now moved from discussing Belshazzar’s grandfather to standing toe to toe with 
the one sinning now. It was a gutsy move. It could mean his life.  
 
Daniel did not back down. He specifically addressed the sins of Belshazzar. He had not 
humbled himself before God, even though he knew the sins of his grandfather. He had 
set himself up against the God of heaven by using the sacred goblets. He praised the 
false gods that had no power. And, worst of all, he had not honored God, who held 
Belshazzar’s life in his hands.  
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This was a strong, but true indictment. And that’s why God sent the hand that wrote the 
words on the wall. 
 

5. It takes understanding when confronting sin.  
 

The writing on the wall contained four words: Mene means “numbered.” God had 
numbered the days of Belshazzar’s reign, and now his number was up. Tekel means 
“weighed.” God had weighed their life in the scales of justice and they’d come up short. 
It implied that the King did not measure up. Parsin means “divided.” Belshazzar’s 
kingdom was about to be divided.  
 
Daniel’s interpretation was like the judge’s gavel pounding in a silent courtroom. God’s 
message was clear: Belshazzar’s reign was over, his life would soon end (that night), 
and his kingdom would be divided and given to others (Darius, the king of the Medes).  
 
I met with the young man living with the woman, wanting to join the church, at a local 
restaurant. After we had finished our meal and had a pleasant conversation, I 
questioned his marital status and living arrangement. He became defensive. I told him 
that they could attend the church but they could not be members until they either got 
married or lived at different residences. He didn’t want to do that. Then, he got angry 
and stormed out of the restaurant. I never heard from him again.  
 
As difficult and as painful as this experience was, it was the right thing to do. 
Sometimes we are not just called to lead and comfort others; we are to protect the flock 
by confronting sin.  
 

Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


