
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Have you had a fiery furnace experience? Even when you are doing the 
right things, you find yourself in the fire. It may be a blister on your finger or an 
aneurysm in your artery.  It may be that you’ve lost your wallet or your business. It may 
be that you have your plans for a day ruined or your hopes for a lifetime crushed. The 
only guarantee in life is that from time to time life gets hotter than we like. 
 
To say that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego faced a test would be an 
understatement.  Upon refusing to bow down to the idol that King Nebuchadnezzar had 
made, they were bound and thrown into a blazing furnace that had been heated to 
maximum intensity.  Why did such calamity come upon them?  Had they done wrong?  
Had they committed a heinous crime?  No.  They listened to God rather than to the 
king. Their crisis was one of faithfulness—standing courageously for what they 
believed.  
 
Their response provides insight and wisdom for standing courageously when life gets 
too hot because we, too, are faithful. 
 

1. Make advance decisions on how you will respond to a crisis.  
 
When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were faced with the choice of bowing down 
to a heathen idol or of remaining loyal to their God, the decision had already been 
made. Earlier in their life they had made the nonnegotiable resolution that they would 
serve God no matter what. No matter where they were, at home or in a distant land. No 
matter who they were with, friends or enemies. No matter what the circumstances. No 
matter when they were challenged, young or old, their conviction had been made. 
Everyone may have been falling down to worship this statue, but not them. 
 
Before we are thrust into the fiery furnace, it’s imperative that we decide in advance to 
remain faithful to God. The question is not if the hot times will come, but when. Failing 
to decide we will be like a leaf in the raging tornado tossed and blown at the whim of the 
environment.  
 

Sermon Series:  Game Changer 
To be used with:  Session Three: Stand Courageously 
Sermon Title Possibilities: When Life Gets Hot 
  The Refiner’s Fire 
Scripture: Daniel 3:13-18, 26-28 
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2. Remember that our tests test God. 

When we are thrown into the fiery furnace God’s reputation is as much at stake as is 
ours.  God has promised to be with us, to protect us, to shield us, and to make a way for 
us through the difficulties of life. He has never promised that he would prevent the tests 
from coming our way, but he has declared that he would see us through them. 
 
Why did Nebuchadnezzar bind the three Hebrews before throwing them in the furnace 
and increase the temperature to maximum intensity and have his strongest soldiers 
escort the Hebrew boys to the furnace? The answer is found in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
statement, “And who is the god who can rescue you from my power?” (Dan. 3:15 
HCSB). Nebuchadnezzar was afraid of God. These three Hebrews exhibited by their 
actions that they feared their God more than they feared Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace. 
 
This drama reveals that the tests and challenges and furnaces that we face, God faces, 
too.  His reputation is on the line. His name is being challenged. His power is being 
called into question. Our tests test God. Our challenges are God’s challenges. Our fiery 
furnaces are God’s fiery furnaces. 
 

3. God cannot be seen until we are in the flames. 
 

The three young Hebrew boys were looking for God. They looked for him when they 
refused to bow before the statute, but he was not seen. They looked for him as they 
stood in the presence of Nebuchadnezzar, but he was not noticed. They looked for God 
as they were being taken captive to the furnace, but he was not perceived. For these 
three loyal, obedient, and faithful God-followers, God was not visible until they were in 
the furnace.   
 
In the furnace a fourth being appeared. 
 
Can you imagine the surprise of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? In the midst of 
their crisis, thinking death was imminent, they looked up and saw God. Thinking they 
had figured out God’s plan and God’s timing, they realized that God could work when 
the door was locked and the flames the hottest. This mission impossible became a 
mission possible. What did they see? They looked into the face of God, and God smiled 
upon them. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was surprised. He saw God, too. Nebuchadnezzar looked into the 
furnace and upon seeing the fourth man he, too, was amazed. He had witnessed a 
miracle. A spectacle he had never dreamed possible. 
 
God was seen, not only from the flames, but also in the flames. A reminder that if we 
want to see God, we should look for him when life gets hot. 
 
The fire reveals not only something about God; it also reveals something about us, too.   
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4. The fire reveals the authenticity of our faith.  

Just as the iron ore goes through the refining fire and comes out clean and pure and 
genuine so does our faith. Actually, there may be something questionable about a faith 
that never walks through the fire. An army going through basic training is not yet ready 
for battle. Not until soldiers face the battle, and have been under fire, do they consider 
themselves proven, hardened, worthy. A ship’s builder cannot prove that the vessel is 
sturdily built as long as it stays in dry dock. Its hull must get wet; it must endure a storm 
to demonstrate genuine seaworthiness. The same is true of our faith. When we hold 
fast to belief in Christ in spite of the fiery furnace experiences of life, then we 
demonstrate the genuineness of our faith. 
 
This was the case of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They expected a miracle, but 
if it did not come, it would not shake their faith in God. Their faith didn’t require a 
miracle. They would be true to God without it. 
 
Charles Spurgeon, the famed British preacher of a century ago, preached out of the 
furnace of intense personal suffering from gout and related diseases. His wife was an 
invalid confined to her room during the ten most productive years of his ministry. As the 
pained preacher sat in her room one evening a log whistled in the fireplace. Gases 
trapped in the wood were released causing a brief, musical tone. Spurgeon told his wife 
Susannah, “It takes the fire to bring out the music.” 
 
What is true of logs is true of life. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego learned that truth. They stood courageously. And, 
so can we. 
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