
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Distinct: Living 
Above the Norm these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: An old fellow was being interviewed by a reporter because he had just 
reached his 100th birthday. “Yes sir,” said the centenarian, “I’m 100 years old today and 
I don’t have an enemy in the world.” 
 
“That’s wonderful,” replied the reporter, “you must be proud of yourself.” 
 
“Yes,” the old man said, “my last enemy died about a year ago.” 
 
The possibilities of having enemies on this earth are pretty good. We will have 
personality conflicts, the clashing of egos, will, philosophies, or goals, inevitably put us 
at odds—sometimes viciously with someone else. The fact is we probably wouldn’t be 
much of a person at all if we didn’t have some enemies. 
 
Jesus had his enemies. He wasn’t crucified because he talked about the lilies of the 
field or the birds of the air. He was killed because his goodness and righteousness were 
a threat to those with mean and prideful spirits, the religious hypocrites, and unjust 
authorities.  
 
Again and again we see Jesus’ enemies trying to trap him in debate, to humiliate him, 
and destroy his credibility. When Jesus out-debated them and avoided their malicious 
schemes, they began to plot his death. They could not stand the light of his truth so they 
hoped to get rid of him once and for all.  
 
Jesus responded to his enemies by not backing down. He stood up to his enemies with 
no malice in his heart. Jesus dismantled his enemies’ vengeance with love. Jesus 
practiced what he preached, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 
5:43-33 ESV). Jesus retaliated against hate by empowering love. He commanded his 
followers to do the same. 
 
Jesus’ command—“Love your enemies”—is not a choice. It may be one of the most 
difficult challenges he uttered in all of scripture. To love those who hate us and seek to 
harm us and may want to destroy us is often the last thing we want to do.  
 

1. An Extraordinary Response 
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The word love is one of the most used and least understood words in the English 
language. The word has been soiled by dishonorable uses, sentimental associations, 
and erotic lust.  
 
The love Jesus spoke of is an extraordinary display toward others. It is to do the 
unexpected, to do more than is expected. It seeks the wellbeing of another. It raises 
them to a new status and seeks their highest good.  
 
Jesus challenged us to demonstrate this extraordinary love, even toward our enemies. 
He made it clear that it is easy and expected to love those who love us; even the 
“sinners” do that. What sets the believer apart is a love toward those who are hateful 
and vindictive toward us. 
 

2. An Expressive Display 
Jesus got specific on how we are to express this extraordinary response of love. If we 
consider Luke’s account of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, ““But I say to you who 
hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you” (Luke 6:27-28 ESV). Christians express their love toward 
their enemies in deeds, words, and prayers.  
 
First, Christians love their enemies through deeds that surprise. “Do good to those who 
hate you.” To love our enemies is a surprise because it goes against the grain of 
society. This love is active not sentiment; it is service not syrupy. Alfred Plummer wrote, 
“To return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human; to return good for 
evil is divine.” 
 
Second, Christians love their enemies through words that uplift. “Bless those who curse 
you.” Though your enemies may curse you, you respond by calling down heaven’s 
blessings on them. 
 
Third, Christians love their enemies through prayers that care. “Pray for those who 
abuse you.” Dietrich Bonheoffer said, “This is the supreme command. Through the 
medium of prayer we go to our enemy, stand by his side, and plead for him to God.” It is 
impossible to pray for someone without loving them, and it is impossible to go on 
praying for them, without discovering that our love for them grows and matures. Here 
we heed Jesus’ example. As his executioners were driving the iron spikes through his 
hands and feet, Jesus prayed for them. It was the supreme act of love.  
 

3. A Family Trait 
Jesus said that it would be the Christians’ love for their enemies that would distinguish 
them, allowing us to “be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:45 ESV). 
Our love for our enemies is a family trait. It identifies us as God’s people. It testifies to 
our Father. It shows the world our heart. It has been said that if there is love in the 
heart, there will be beauty in the character.   
 
Love has always distinguished the Christian as being part of God’s family. Love sets the 
believer apart, the distinguishing feature by which Christians were to love friend and 
enemy alike. Love marks the Christian. Love is the quintessential trait of Christian 
conduct. The apex of godly maturity. The complete crown of Christian character. The 
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ultimate mark of the believer’s lifestyle. The superior fruit of faith. The end of the means. 
The final destination of the journey.  
 
Love characterized God’s love for humankind and the Christian’s love from the rest of 
society. It was a one-of-a-kind love that won the hearts of many people to the Christian 
faith. 
 
Love has a profound and powerful effect on people. When we love our enemies as 
Jesus loved his enemies, then we will do our part to change the world. 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


