
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Distinct: Living 
Above the Norm these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Conflict is inevitable. Whenever two or more people are in close proximity 
to one another a heightened possibility of conflict exists. From the crowded halls of 
junior high schools to the hallowed halls of the United Nations, from the floor of the 
Senate to the floor of the preschool, from the boardroom to the bedroom, from highway 
to the subway, conflict is a part of human existence. Nations fight over borders and 
boys fight over girls. Husbands and wives fight over money and brother and sisters fight 
over toys. As Rodney King, the man who was beaten by police that led to riots in Los 
Angles cried out twenty years ago, “Can we all get along?” 
 
Jesus said the heart of conflict was anger. When God gave the sixth commandment, 
“You shall not murder,” He did not just want people to refrain from murdering one 
another. He wanted them to refrain from the anger that leads to murder. Murder is only 
the external manifestation of the internal problem. The scribes and Pharisees dealt only 
with the external act. Jesus showed that God's concern ran much deeper. Refraining 
from homicide does not constitute a person righteous in God's sight. 
 
Being distinct in our approach to conflict requires three actions. 
 

1. Switch off anger completely.  
Regina Barreca wrote in the Chicago Tribune Magazine, “. . .anger is . . . an itch, an 
allergic reaction to some little piece of life’s pollen blown your way.”  Of all emotions, 
anger is probably the most common and most powerful. Hardly a day goes by without 
us experiencing some measure of anger—either our own or that of someone with whom 
we interact. Our flight is delayed. The traffic is jammed. Our child tracks mud on the 
new carpet. A drunken driver kills three students at the local high school. 
 
Anger causes our face to turn red, our heart to race, and our eyes to water. We want to 
hit something or someone. Or worse, if our anger is powerful enough it will lead to 
murder. Most murders are crimes of passion where the anger got out of control. 
 
Please understand, however, anger is normal and healthy. We are not responsible for 
the event or person that brought on our anger, only for how we respond to and use 
anger once it happens.  In other words, anger is not always sin and not all anger is 
wrong, but anger can cause sin. 
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Jesus identified three areas that lead to anger in our personal relationships, especially 
with our brothers and sisters in the faith. One, when anger is out of control. Two, when 
our insults are offensive, such as, calling people imbeciles or blockheads. Three, when 
our name-calling is derogatory, such as, calling a person a fool, a term of derision when 
a person felt hatred toward another.   
 
Jesus further stated that inappropriate anger renders one subject to judgment. Jesus 
said the offender is “liable” enough to suffer eternal judgment, not that he will. Whether 
he will suffer eternal judgment or not depends on his relationship to God. 
 
There does not seem to be any gradation or progression in these three instances of 
anger. Jesus simply presented three possible instances with an assortment of terms, 
and assured His hearers that in all these cases, there were violations of God’s will that 
could incur severe divine torment. 
 
The next two actions to resolve conflict stem from two illustrations Jesus gave, one 
involving temple worship (vv. 23-24), and the other, legal action (vv. 25-26). Both deal 
with situations in which the hearer is the cause of another person's anger rather than 
the offended party. Why did Jesus construct the illustrations this way? Perhaps he did 
so because we are more likely to remember situations, in which we have had some 
grievance against another person, than those in which we have simply offended 
another.  
 

2. Seek reconciliation swiftly. 
Jesus spoke of a worshiper presenting his offering at the brazen altar in the temple 
courtyard. He was emphasizing that it is more important to remove hate from another 
brother’s heart than to engage in a formal act of worship. Worship was important to the 
scribes and Pharisees, and to all the Jews, but Jesus put internal purity first, even the 
internal purity of another person.  
 
So if you are offering a gift in worship—of money or of praise—and you remember 
somebody has ill will or hard feelings against you, go to that person and make it right, 
make amends, seek reconciliation. In Jesus’ eyes, reconciliation is more important than 
worship, in that it must come first. 
 
The bottom line is that if you want reconciliation with God you have to be reconciled 
with one another. You can’t live in harmony with your Heavenly Father until you are 
living in harmony with your brothers and sisters. Broken ties with one another not only 
sever relationships with one another; it also severs the fellowship with God. 
 
Could it be that the reason our worship is meaningless, our work is ineffective, our 
prayers are unanswered, is that we have not reconciled with our brother or sister?  
 

3. Settle disagreements quickly. 
The second illustration stresses the importance of making things right quickly. Jesus 
described two men walking together to the court where their disagreement would 
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receive judicial arbitration should they try to settle their grievance out of court. Jesus 
was saying that the offender should remove the occasion for the other man’s anger and 
hatred quickly. Otherwise the judge might make things difficult for both of them. The 
mention of going from judge to guard to prison pictures the red tape and complications 
involved in not settling out of court. Furthermore, God will make it difficult for haters, and 
those who provoke hate in others, if they come before him with unresolved 
interpersonal disagreements. Malicious anger is evil, and God’s judgment is certain. 
Therefore, disciples must do everything they can to end inappropriate anger quickly. 
 
While conflict is inevitable, it can be addressed and resolved in a mature and God-
centered way as we follow Jesus’ instructions. 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


