
 

 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Be Strong and 

Courageous: Everyday Leadership From Joshua, these sermon outlines will use different 

Scripture passages to reinforce the same themes regarding leadership, so the pastor can reinforce 

the study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  

 

This sermon outline is based on a time when Jesus was calling His disciples to follow Him, and 

after using their boat as a platform to preach to others on shore, challenged them to go fishing 

and follow His instructions. They were to trust Him totally and not rely on their own experience 

or intuition. It was an important step in their call to become devoted followers of Jesus, who 

would in turn lead others to follow Him.  

 

The title of Session Six is “Call Others to Step Forward.” The Point is, “Leaders set the example 

and call others to follow God.” 

 

Introduction: In the movie Catch Me if You Can (2002) with Leonardo DiCaprio & Tom Hanks, 

DiCaprio recreates the amazing criminal life of Frank Abagnale, professional con artist, and 

Hanks plays ATF Agent Carl Hanratty who chases Abagnale for years until finally catching him. 

Hanratty then persuades Abagnale to use his incredible talents at banking and check fraud to help 

Hanratty and the ATF in catching other criminals. Frank Abagnale, con artist turned ATF Bank 

Fraud Expert, used his prior criminal experience to catch criminals, and also to become a leader 

in helping banks design fraud-proof measures to protect their customers.  

 

While God can and does use our talents, gifts, and experience in His service, we must be willing 

to trust and follow Him completely, and teach others to do so. In Luke 5 Jesus challenges a 

group of fishermen to trust Him and do everything contrary to their experience and intuition as 

professional fishermen. If they were to be His followers who would in turn recruit others to 

follow Jesus, they would have to be willing to: 

 

I. Act on God's Word (vs. 4-5) 

 

We must obey God’s Word even when it doesn't make sense to us. Look at the challenge Jesus 

gave to these fishermen. Fishing in that body of water, then and today, was done at night and in 

shallow water. Jesus was asking them to go against everything they knew, everything common 

sense demanded and to trust Him. He told them to “launch out into the deep”, in broad daylight, 

and commence fishing operations. They had to trust Him enough to act.  

 

God has commanded us to go and be verbal witnesses to His gospel, and in addition, to invest in 

others who can become leaders in the church.  
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"And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen." Matthew 

28:18-20 (NKJV)  

 

"How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 

Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall 

they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 

the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!" Romans 10:14-15 (NKJV) 

 

II. Trust God to Use What You Can Do (vs. 5-7)  

 

Although Jesus challenged the fishermen to do things differently, He still led the fisherman to 

use their skills for Him. They had equipment and skills. They used their boats, their nets, and 

their standard fishing techniques to fish.  

 

What equipment and skills do you have? Vehicles, Tools, Sales skills, Farming skills, Building 

skills, People skills, Finances, Teaching skills, Sports skills, etc. God can use what you can do 

for the Kingdom.  

 

III. Follow Him Completely (vs. 11) 

 

After seeing the difference trusting in Jesus makes, when they returned to land, they forsook all 

to follow Jesus. They were perfectly willing to leave their livelihood and family behind if that is 

what was required. But, they took their skills with them, transformed by Jesus: "From now on 

you will catch men".  

 

What can you offer to Jesus? Will you let Him transform what you have to offer for His mission 

and glory? Are you willing to leave livelihood, family, and all that is comfortable and familiar 

behind, if that is what is required? Will you put everything else as secondary and follow Him 

completely?  

 

Closing: There have been several key pastors in my life that mentored me in following Christ 

and challenged me to give my all to Him. They helped me recognize opportunities for service 

and leadership, and helped develop me for those opportunities. Their influence has been 

invaluable. I have remembered their lessons well, and have always sought to pass them on to 

others. They were men committed to calling others to step forward and lead others to serve in the 

Kingdom. And, they are still actively doing so today. May God increase their number, and use 

all of us to call others to service and influence for His Kingdom’s sake!  
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