
 

 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Be Strong and 

Courageous: Everyday Leadership From Joshua, these sermon outlines will use different 

Scripture passages to reinforce the same themes regarding leadership, so the pastor can reinforce 

the study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  

 

This sermon outline is based on the faith of Abraham in sacrificing his only son Isaac at the 

command of God. Abraham trusted God, and His promise, so much that he literally believed 

killing Isaac, the son of promise, would not stop God fulfilling his promise of a son and a large 

family. According to the author of Hebrews, “He believed that God was able even to raise him 

from the dead…” Hebrews 11:19 (ESV).  Effective leaders must have such a faith in God. The 

title of Session Two is “Be Confident in God’s Power.” The Point is, “Lead from a position of 

confidence in God.” 

 

Introduction: "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." 

Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV). George Mueller was a man of faith in God. Mr. Mueller cared for 

countless orphans in England during his lifetime, funding and supplying numerous orphanages, 

solely by faith. He prayed and took his needs to God alone, and simply trusted that God would 

provide. In stories too numerous to recount, Mr. Mueller prayed and God provided at just the 

moment of need. He famously said, “Faith is the assurance that the thing which God has said in 

His Word is true, and that God will act according to what He has said in His Word. This 

assurance, this reliance on God's Word, this confidence is FAITH.”  

 

God demonstrates His power in our lives when we are willing to trust His Word and act on it. 

How does this process work? First,  

 

I. God Intervenes in our Lives (Opportunity) Heb. 11:8-10 

The opportunity to trust God to act will always present itself. A faith that cannot be tested cannot 

be trusted. I call this a Crisis of Faith moment – when we are called upon to exercise faith. There 

is OPPORTUNITY to exercise faith and obey. Circumstances weave together to present a 

situation where faith in God is required. God has given His promises, His Spirit, and past 

evidence of His power. It is then up to us to trust and to act according to His leading.  

 

As we respond in faith and obedience, God raises our level of faith and confidence in Him. Our 

‘faith muscle’ is strengthened as we stretch it and exercise it. Great leaders exercise faith. Look 

at how this happened in one particular incident in Abraham's life: the sacrifice of his son Isaac.  

 

The opportunity to trust God for something beyond ourselves presents a challenge where… 

 

II. God Raises our Level of Faith (Challenge) Heb. 11:17-19 
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God promised Abraham a son in his old age - Isaac. Moreover, God promised Abraham that his 

descendants through Isaac would be too numerous to be counted. God then asked Abraham to 

offer Isaac as a sacrifice of worship; in essence, returning Isaac back to God, without receiving 

what God had promised.  

 

Here is the CHALLENGE - do you trust God completely? Do you want God more than what He 

has promised? Are you willing to sacrifice the gifts and promises of God for God Himself?  

Before Isaac's birth Abraham had nothing to lean on but God's promise. After it he was in danger 

of leaning on Isaac; therefore Isaac had to be given up.  

 

When we respond in faith, willing to surrender the gifts and trust the promises of God,  

 

III. God Reveals Himself as We've Never Seen Him Before (Revelation) Gen. 22:9-14 

Abraham gained a new understanding of God as Provider. Jehovah Jireh - 'The Lord will 

Provide'. This is held out in Abraham's statement of Faith: "My son, God will provide for Himself 

the lamb for a burnt offering." (Gen. 22:8). It is demonstrated in Abraham's faith as stated in 

Hebrews 11:19. And it was verified by God's provision of a ram for the sacrifice instead of Isaac 

(Gen. 22:13).  

 

Does it work this way only in Abraham's life? No! Here’s another biblical example:  

Daniel 3 - Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 

1. They were captured & held by idolatrous people (Opportunity) 

2. They were commanded to bow; they would not bow (Challenge) 

3. God revealed Himself in a new way - He was physically with them in the furnace! 

(Revelation)  

 

Abraham knew God as provider, but now he really knew & trusted God as Jehovah Jireh (God 

will Provide)! The three Hebrew boys knew God as their protector, but now they really knew 

Him as their shield!  

 

Closing: When we are confident in God’s power we can act on His promises and leading with 

boldness, and see Him accomplish God-sized tasks that are beyond our reach. Perhaps George 

Mueller said it best: “God’s plan is there shall be none of self and all of Christ. The very people 

who are doing the most for God in saving souls, in mission work, in the care of orphans, are 

those who are working on short supplies of strength, of money, of talents, of advantages, and are 

kept in a position of living by faith and taking from God, day by day both physical and spiritual 

supplies. This is the way God succeeds and gains conquests over His own people, and over the 

unbelief of those who look on His providences.”  
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