
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Be Strong & 
Courageous: Everyday Leadership from Joshua, these sermon outlines will use the 
same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 
study from the pulpit. 

You normally don’t try to defeat an army by walking around their town. Impenetrable 
walls don’t usually fall over with the blast of a trumpet…unless of course this is God’s 
plan. Joshua and the Israelites had to follow an unconventional path to conquer the city 
of Jericho. Leaders today are often called to be counter-cultural and counter-intuitive. 
But we must stick to God’s plan instead of to our own limited understanding. 

 

Introduction: 
 
I was carrying a solid .300 average for our American Legion baseball team. It wasn’t 
anything to write home about but it also kept me on the field and off the bench. At one 
practice my coach set me aside and told me I should change something in my swing. It 
was awkward and it was terrible. Rather than increasing my batting average it actually 
plummeted. But I trusted my coach as he reassured me that I was making progress. 
After a couple of weeks something clicked. I started hitting the ball just how my coach 
had envisioned a month ago when he had me change my stance.  
 
Walking with the Lord is similar. At times he’ll have us do things that are terribly 
uncomfortable. And we won’t get immediate results. Our “batting average” might even 
plummet. But because God is all-knowing and all-powerful all of His promises will 
eventually come to fruition. In Joshua 6 God calls the people of Israel to do something 
strange; namely, walk around a city for seven days in the hopes that the wall to the city 
will collapse.  
 
I imagine that on about day four the Israelite army was wondering what in the world they 
were doing just walking around a wall. Just as I had to that my coach saw something 
that I didn’t, so also Joshua and his people had to trust that God saw things that they 
didn’t. They had to stick to God’s plan instead of following the obvious or the 
comfortable. 
 

I. Because of the certainty of God’s promise we must obey even when it 
doesn’t make sense (Joshua 6:1-5) 

God had promised the Israelites that he had “given Jericho into your hand” (v2). But his 
directions for how he would do it are somewhat difficult to comprehend. You would think 
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the means God would use to conquer a city would be a powerful army. But his promises 
are seldom small, convenient, and believable. He makes promises so big that only He 
can fulfill. This is why he made the promise to Abram not when Abram and Sarai were 
newlyweds, but long after they had assumed their parenting ship had sailed.  
This is why we must obey even when what God’s promising is hard for us to grasp. 
Consider the Beatitudes. What Jesus says on the Sermon on the Mount is so contrary 
to the way that we think. We figure being blessed (happy) doesn’t come from being poor 
in spirit—it comes from putting all of my energy and effort into pursuing personal 
happiness and fulfillment. We must decide whether we’ll obey God and trust that He 
sees things we don’t or that we’ll follow our own understanding.  
 
Application: What in Scripture is challenging your “own understanding”? How can you 
obey God today even if it doesn’t fully make sense? How might God be calling you to 
lead others in an area that doesn’t make sense? 
 

II. Because of the certainty of God’s promise we must be persistent in our 
obedience (Joshua 6:12-16) 

I can almost hear the discussions in the Israelite camp as they woke up facing another 
day of walking around the walls of Jericho. After day one, the military savvy probably 
thought, “Oh, I see what God is doing. He is giving us a solid layout of the place.” Then 
day two and then day three and then day four came. At this point they were surely 
wondering what purpose walking around the walls would serve. Surely, they’d need to 
take it by force. But the Lord through Joshua urged the people to be persistent in their 
obedience. For six days they would have to follow directions that went against their 
understanding.  
 
Today, disciples of Jesus and those who lead (like Joshua) are called to be persistent in 
our obedience. Oftentimes the promises of God are slow to come to fruition—according 
to our limited understanding of time. But the Lord is never slow in fulfilling His promises. 
Just as Christ came at the “fullness of time” so also God will accomplish His purposes in 
the proper time. We trust in God’s timing and not our own.  
 
Application: Are there things that you’ve stopped praying for? Where have you given up 
that God’s promises will come true? Repent and trust in God’s timing and not your own. 
Do the hard thing of being persistently obedient even when the results aren’t obvious.  
 

III. Because of the certainty of God’s promises we will rejoice at His victory 
(Joshua 6:20) 

I’m amazed at my heart’s capacity for impatience. I’m often tempted to anger if the 
workers at the fast food chain make me pull forward because my food isn’t ready. And 
then I realize how ridiculous it is for me to be angry that my food takes 4 minutes to 
acquire instead of 2. But I’ve been spoiled. We’ve come to expect immediate results. 
And I’m convinced our joy suffers because of it. God could have caused the walls of 
Jericho to fall on day one. But he wanted them to persist in their obedience and have it 
fall on day seven. I believe part of the reason is because the party would be so much 
sweeter on day seven than it would have been on day one.  
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Likewise when leaders work hard to see a dream come to fruition it is so much sweeter 
when it has come through many dangers, toils, and snares. God will safely lead us 
home. His promises are certain and some day we will rejoice at His victory. Just like the 
conquering of Jericho we’ll look back and realize it was something so marvelous that 
only God could have done it.  
 
Conclusion: What could be more counter-intuitive than the Cross? This is why 
Augustine said, "The cross of the Lord was the devil's mousetrap; the bait by which he 
was caught was the Lord's death.” You would think that crucifying the Lord of glory 
would have been a great defeat to the cause of Yahweh. Yet, it was precisely his plan 
from before the foundation of the world. And his promise of redemption was completed 
by nailing his own Son to a tree. 
 
God’s plan is always the best one. If left to us we’ll shipwreck our lives and the lives of 
others. If we encourage people to follow our plans we are standing on a shaky 
foundation. But if we stick to God’s plan and encourage others to follow Him we are 
standing on an immovable rock. All His promises will come to fruition. We might have to 
persistently walk around the walls of Jericho but someday all sin and unbelief will be 
rooted out of His kingdom—and all that will be left are dedicated worshippers of Jesus. 
  
Are you trusting in the Lord’s plans or trying to concoct your own? 
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