
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Be Strong & 
Courageous: Everyday Leadership from Joshua, these sermon outlines will use the 
same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 
study from the pulpit. 

Embracing God’s call to leadership (in any capacity) can be a scary thing. The way we 
embrace or run from leadership says a great deal about what we believe about God. 
Courage comes from the conviction that God is never wrong and that He has the power 
to equip those who He has called. 

 

Introduction: 
At some point I imagine every leader has felt a bit like the cowardly lion in the Wizard of 
Oz. You know that God has called you to be a leader in a situation but you are lacking 
the courage to take charge. Rather than seeing God’s provision you are seeing the 
greatness of the challenge before you.  
 
Perhaps like the cowardly lion, Joshua needed courage to embrace the leadership role 
that God had laid out for him. Moses had died. Now Joshua would be the one to lead 
these “stiff-necked people” into the Promised Land.  Keep in mind, they’ve just 
wandered in the wilderness for forty years because of disobedience. Taking leadership 
of such a group would be a scary proposal to say the least. As the assistant to Moses, 
certainly Joshua would have witnessed the toll that leading such a people had taken on 
Moses. Now he must take up that mantle. What’s the main thing he needs at this point? 
Courage. In Joshua 1:1-9 we see three reasons why leaders called to any situation can 
have courage.  
 

I. Because God never gets a wrong address we can have courage (Joshua 
1:1-6) 

“You’ve got the wrong address, Lord.” That is essentially what many future leaders and 
prophets have said to the Lord’s upon their call to ministry. There is no indication from 
the text that Joshua balked at God’s call to leadership. What we do know is that 
throughout the commission of Joshua the Lord calls him to courage and reminds him of 
His presence. God is reminding Joshua that he never gets a wrong address. 
 
In his book, Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands, Paul Tripp tells the story of a man 
who called him in a panic. This man’s friend had just dumped all of his life’s problems 
upon him, and he panicked. As is often the case this man called his pastor (Tripp) to 
see if he’d be willing to meet with the troubled guy. But instead of going, Tripp 
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encouraged this man that “God never gets a wrong address, and he intends to use you 
in this man’s life.”1 If God is calling you to leadership—take heart that he never gets a 
wrong address. 
 
Application: Because of our lack of courage we often try to “pass the buck”. We wrongly 
assume that we don’t have what it takes to lead. But God never gets a wrong address. 
If God calls you then he intends to use you to accomplish His purposes.  
 

II. Because God never leaves us unequipped we can have courage (Joshua 
1:7-8) 

I witnessed a terribly sad scene involving a dog and a shock collar. The owner of the 
dog had the remote for the shock collar in the other room. The dog was happily playing 
in another room when all of a sudden jolts of electricity stopped him in his tracks. The 
poor dog was trying to figure out what he had done wrong. Unbeknownst to him, his 
owner was accidentally sitting on the remote in the other room. With every squirm in her 
computer chair the dog was getting zapped. The dog was so confused because he 
didn’t know what his master wanted from him. He just kept getting punished for 
seemingly no reason.  
 
God has not left us like that dog. He has clearly shown us what he desires. We see this 
with Joshua in 1:7-8. God has given to Joshua his Law. It is here that Joshua should 
meditate day and night. This is what Joshua is accountable for. Leaders would do well 
to remember this. Often, we end up like that poor dog—our strength zapped by the 
opinions of others. We’d do well to remember that our ultimate accountability as leaders 
is to the Lord. And he has not left us unequipped.  
 
Application: How does God’s Word speak into your leadership situation? Is your 
leadership time being zapped by demands that aren’t from God’s Word? What can you 
do to govern your life more like Joshua’s—meditating on God’s Law day and night? 
 

III. Because God never abandons us we can have courage (Joshua 1:9) 

Scottish preacher, Robert Murray McCheyne once quipped, “If I could hear Christ 
praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet distance makes 
no difference. He is praying for me." Knowing that God will never abandon you leads to 
great courage.  
 
This theme is all throughout the first chapter of Joshua but it is made most explicit in 
verse 9. God will be with Joshua every step of the way. He’ll be with Joshua when they 
march around Jericho. He’ll be with him in the rushing waters of the Jordan River. And 
he’ll be with him as they step into the Promised Land and even in the end when Joshua 
charges Israel’s leaders. If you are a believer, God is with you wherever you go. This 
means that God will go before you—even in tough leadership situations. Knowing this 
leads to great courage. 
 

                                                
1	  Tripp,	  Instruments	  in	  the	  Redeemer’s	  Hands,	  17	  
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Conclusion: 
The cowardly lion hid behind his lack of courage. He rightly understood that what makes 
a great leader is courage. It’s what makes a king out of slave, a flag on the mast to 
wave, so on and so forth. Biblical leaders know that our courage doesn’t come from a 
sham like the great and powerful wizard. We understand that the courage comes from 
embracing God’s authority and direction. He gives us our reason for courage. And 
because of this we can lead boldly and courageously anywhere He leads us.  
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