
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 

Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 

study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  

 

We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 

he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread.  

 

The title of Session Six is “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the 

gospel.” 

 

Introduction: I believe Jesus’ parable of the talents has something to say about church growth. 

Consider what is said of the faithful servant: “His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge 

of many things. Share your master’s joy!”  

 

I’m convinced that if our passion is to see the gospel spread we can be confident that if we are 

faithful in what the Lord has given to us at present we will see the gospel spread even more 

through our lives. It may not mean that you have a megachurch. It might mean God inspires your 

church to give more money to something like the Lottie Moon offering and the gospel spreads 

through that work. Or maybe God will use your church to send out someone like Paul or 

Barnabas. That is what we see in Acts 13:1-3. They were doing the things they did every day—

praying and fasting—God opened up the door for the gospel to spread to the nations.  

 

I. A gospel spreading church will be persecuted (Acts 13:1-3) 

Have you ever had some joker turn on the lights when you are comfortably sleeping in your dark 

room? You don’t like it do you? Darkness kicks against the light. Therefore, we shouldn’t be 

shocked to see opposition when the light of the gospel spreads into dark areas. A gospel 

spreading church will be persecuted.  

 

We are promised in Scripture that godliness will be persecuted. Part of being faithful with the 

little the Lord has given us is being faithful in the midst of suffering. I don’t know many pastors 

that wouldn’t welcome what happened in Acts 13:44. Who wouldn’t want the whole town 

coming out to a service? I doubt we are as welcoming of God’s work in Acts 13:45. The get-

insulted-and-opposed line is typically a short one. Yet it is through this opposition that we’ll see 

God do some amazing things.  
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Application: Are you prepared for suffering? John Piper is right “wimpy Christians won’t 

survive the days ahead1.” A gospel spreading church will be persecuted.  

 

II. A gospel spreading church will overcome (Acts 13:44-47) 

Sports are often unpredictable. Just ask the St. Louis Rams. When their stud quarterback, Trent 

Green, went down with a torn ACL all hope seemed lost. Nobody that a former grocery store bag 

boy named Kurt Warner could lead the team to greatness. But that is exactly what happened. 

Warner went on to lead the Rams to the Super Bowl.   

 

You’d think if you were trying to see a monotheistic religion spread throughout the world that 

the Jews would be a key pillar to your franchise. Losing them would have been a huge blow. But 

what happened is that the Lord, through the apostle Paul, opened up the gospel to the Gentiles. 

And the rest is history. The gospel spread like wildfire. A gospel spreading church will always 

overcome because nothing will thwart God’s plan of rooting out of his kingdom all sin and 

unbelief. The gospel will spread to every nation. Nothing can stop God’s plan for his gospel. 

Therefore, if your passion as a church is to spread the gospel take heart—your passion will be 

fulfilled.  

 

Application: Is gospel spreading your goal? Or is your goal to spread the name of your local 

church? One goal is promised eternal success—the other not so much. But if you are faithful 

with the little that God has given you and if your passion is to see the gospel spread then be 

encouraged God will fulfill His purposes through you.  

 

III. A gospel spreading church will grow in Spirit-filled joy (Acts 13:48-52) 

The joy in verse 52 is that of these new Gentile converts. They are overwhelmed with joy that 

this precious gospel has now come to them. Yet we can also be certain that Paul and Barnabas 

shared this same Spirt-filled joy. That is what happens when your passion is the gospel and you 

see the unstoppable gospel spread into the lives of other people. A joyous church is a gospel 

spreading church. The Holy Spirit works to bring glory to Jesus. And when Jesus is glorified the 

Spirit is joyful and He spreads this joy into the hearts of his faithful stewards.  

 

Conclusion: 

The apostle Paul in his life is a beautiful picture of how you cannot stop the gospel. Consider his 

words in Philippians 1:12-14. The Philippians had to be shocked that Paul’s imprisonment is 

somehow being used by God to spread the gospel. You’d think shackling the churches greatest 

evangelist to Rome would be a victory for those trying to stop the gospel spread. But Paul shows 

the Philippians and us that it isn’t as if Paul is stuck in Roman chains. It’s the other way around. 

Roman guards are now chained to Paul and because he bleeds gospel they are going to hear 

nothing but Jesus day and night. God has successfully chained the gospel to Rome. See, you 

cannot stop the gospel. Be a gospel spreading church. 
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