
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 

Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 

study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  

 

The Christians in Acts 4 were united to Christ. Because of this union with Christ they were also 

united to one another. Such a union with the suffering Christ gives us a shared vision, 

empowered witness, and generous sacrifice. 

 

Session Five of the small group material is called “Return to Unity.” The Point is, “Walking with 

Christ brings us together in unity and purpose.”  

 

Introduction: Charles Spurgeon understood suffering and the unity that is found in the 

helplessness of deep sorrow: 
 

We are different, each one of us; but I am sure there is one thing in which we are all 

brought to unite in times of deep sorrow, namely, in a sense of helplessness1.  

 

I remember some of what Spurgeon discussed here after the 9/11 attacks on the Twin Towers. 

People who hadn’t bothered to speak to their neighbors were now gathering together. There was 

a unity that sprang up in the midst of the turmoil. For many the feelings of helplessness drove 

them into churches to pray and find refuge in the Lord.  

The same type of thing happened to the early Christians in Acts 4. After Peter and John were 

beaten and had suffered for Christ they reported back to the gathered church. Instead of 

discouraging them and causing them to fight amongst each other and spread, the trials drew them 

closer. There was a unity in their suffering that had lasting impact.  

 

I. Unity in suffering leads to a shared vision (Acts 4:32) 

Suffering has a way of honing focus. When a church is suffering for the gospel she usually isn’t 

worried about the color of the carpet. The same thing happened in the early church. I like to 

illustrate this type of unity with a magnet and a couple paper clips. Jesus represents the magnet 

and as he draws these paper clips (I give these paper clips differing personalities) to himself he 

also draws them to one another. This is why we are able to see that the early church was “of one 

heart and soul”. Through the work of Christ and the indwelling Spirit, and often through the 

means of suffering, these believers were molded together into one.  

                                                 
1 Eswine, Zack. Spurgeon's Sorrows: Realistic Hope for Those Who Suffer from Depression. 2015.p19 
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You can read of their shared vision in Acts 4:23-31. Notice what the apostles and the people 

prayed for after their persecution. They prayed that God would help them continue to speak the 

word of God with great boldness, ultimately to glorify Jesus. Is that your main thing?  

 

Application: Are you working diligently to maintain unity? When churches and people struggle 

with disunity it is usually because they have forgot to make the main thing the main thing. 

Something secondary has gotten their attention. How can you work to be sure that Christ is the 

main thing in all your relationships? 

 

II. Unity in suffering leads to an empowered witness (Acts 4:33) 

You wouldn’t really expect such suffering to bring about empowered witness. You’d expect the 

threats from the Sanhedrin to stifle this minority group of Christians. But it does the opposite. 

Rather than cowering in fear these early Christians were emboldened in their witness. In the 

midst of suffering they prayed for boldness so they could continue to be witnesses of the 

resurrection. God answered their prayer and the church spread through the entire known world. 

How is such a thing possible? The key is in the last part or verse 33, “great grace was upon them 

all”. It God’s grace which makes persecuted believers threatened with more suffering to respond 

with emboldened witness instead of cowardly fear. Tertullian famously quipped, “The blood of 

martyrs is the seed of the church”. Though that may not be entirely accurate statistically, history 

has several stories of the gospel spreading after intense persecution. The early Church in Acts 

did not seek out persecution. But they also were confident that God would sustain them when it 

hit. Persecution or not they remained faithful to the gospel’s call on their lives.  

 

Application: What is your response to suffering? Does it cause you to become more or less 

missional? Pray as the early disciples did for boldness in witnessing.  

 

III. Unity in suffering leads to generous sacrifice (4:34-37) 

There is a reason why Jesus said you cannot serve both God and money. Consider this from John 

Piper: 

 

How does a person serve money? He does not assist money. He is not the benefactor of 

money. How then do we serve money? Money exerts a certain control over us because it 

seems to hold out so much promise of happiness. It whispers with great force, "Think and 

act so as to get into a position to enjoy my benefits."…Money promises happiness, and 

we serve it by believing the promise and walking by that faith. So we don't serve money 

by putting our power at its disposal for its good. We serve money by doing what is 

necessary so that money's power will be at our disposal for our good2. 

 

This section in Acts 4 is followed up by the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. Here in 

Acts 4 you have Barnabas selling a field and generously sacrificing for the sake of the gospel. In 

Acts 5 you have a couple who look like they are sacrificing but in reality they are still serving 

money.  

 

                                                 
2 Taken from here: http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/brothers-tell-them-not-to-serve-god 
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What is the difference? The gospel. Barnabas had been united to Christ and therefore he was 

united to these other believers. Such a union leads to generous sacrifice. Ananias and Sapphira 

were not united to Christ or the other believers and so they still served their false gods.  

 

Conclusion: 

The words of AW Tozer are fitting here: 

 

“Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are 

automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each 

other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred 

worshipers met together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each 

other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their 

eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship3.” 

 

Christians have been united to the suffering Christ and therefore united to each other. This same 

unity which led to generous sacrifice, empowered witness, and shared vision should be true of us 

today. When we fail to maintain unity with one another it is because we have failed to keep our 

eyes on Christ. If you want to see a church filled with believers who are sacrificing, witnessing, 

and united in vision it doesn’t happen by focusing on those graces—it happens by looking to the 

risen Christ. Turn your eyes upon Jesus. 

 

Mike Leake is associate pastor of First Baptist Church of Jasper, IN. He and his wife, Nikki 

have two children (Isaiah and Hannah). Follow Mike on Twitter @mikeleake, or his blog at 

http://mikeleake.net 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Tozer, The Pursuit of God. 


