
 

Sermon Series: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering 
To be used with: Session Three: Enduring Faith 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 
 A Vision for Submission 
 Gospel Empowered Submission 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:13-23 
 

Connection To Unit Theme: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering 
 is a six session study from the book of 1 Peter. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the 
same Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking 
about, without “stealing their thunder.” 
 
Session 3 of Resilient Faith is called “Enduring  Faith.” The Point is, “Trust God in Every 
Circumstance.”  
 
When Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God’s” (Matt. 22:21) he changed how His followers should view authority and government. On 
the one hand, they are to submit to the authorities (even pagan authorities), but on the other hand, 
they are to remain in full submission to God. But what does this look like?  
 
Introduction Idea: Martin Luther said, “The Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to 
none. And a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all” (Concerning Christian Liberty, 9). In 
this paradoxical statement, Luther sums up the Christian vision of submission. We are free to 
submit to anyone and anything precisely because God has freed us from all constraint, power, 
and authority. Jesus is our King and God, we have no other master. And He has freed us to 
endure any and every hardship and persecution at the hand of those over us. We can trust Him in 
every circumstance. Peter dealt with this issue head-on in his letter. He understood how the 
Gospel reorients how we understand submission to authority. Let’s read our text.  
 
[Read 1 Peter 2:13-23] 
 
As we read that, many of you likely thought “This sounds great, but is it possible to live like 
this?” That is a great question. Let’s try to answer that by looking at the reason for submission, 
the result of submission, and the resources for submission. 
 
Point 1: The reason for submission: Christ’s glory (vv.13,17) 
 
Perhaps the most important phrase in this entire passage is found in verse 13. Peter tells his 
hearers to live in submission of authorities and institutions “for the Lord's sake” (v.13). While he 
states other reasons to live in submission, this is the main one. He wanted his readers to submit to 
authors because of Christ’s glory, not theirs glory or even that of the human institution. This 
likely is calling to their minds the fact that God is sovereign over all things, especially earthly 
authorities. We read in Colossians that through Jesus “all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him” (Col. 1:16). Jesus is the Authority of all authorities and 
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the Ruler of all rulers. This is the reason Peter wants them to submit to human institutions, Jesus 
would be glorified through their submission since they are “servants of God” (v.17). 
 
Only a view of Christ’s glory can fuel this kind of submission since we know how harsh 
authorities can be. Whether it is an evil government, a difficult boss, or a harsh landlord, we 
know what it is like to have laws and policies imposed on us. But we are to remember how 
temporary they are. Christ is Lord of all, therefore we can submit, as long as God’s will is not 
violated. We know that eventually every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus 
is Lord. This is why we can submit now. 
 
Application: What is your motivation to submit, especially during hardship? Is it Christ’s glory 
or simply your own will power? Think this week how living for Christ’s glory might empower 
you to submit to those over you.  
 
Point 2: The result of submission: The pleasure of God (vv.15, 19, 20) 
 
Three times Peter shows the results of submission: “For this is the will of God, that by doing 
good . . .” (v.15), “For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 
suffering unjustly” (v.19), “But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God” (v.20). His overall point seems to be that when Christians 
endure hardship under authority, God is pleased with them. God looks on their actions and 
delights in His children suffering so well.  
 
When we suffer, especially under authorities, we are often tempted to demand our rights and 
want immediate justice. This, in turn, makes sin look attractive. It feels right for us to self-
medicate or vocalize our frustrations through unfruitful ways. But God is pleased when we suffer 
well. In that moment, we are proving that He is enough for us, and that our rights and reputation 
are nothing compared to His pleasure. As Christians, our hearts should throb with a passion to 
please our great God, even when doing so is painful. There is no greater pleasure than in 
knowing God is pleased with us. C.S. Lewis aptly captured this idea of pleasing God in The 
Screwtape Letters when Uncle Screwtape says, “Be not deceived, Wormwood, our cause is never 
more in jeopardy than when a human, no longer desiring but still intending to do our Enemy's 
will, looks round upon a universe in which every trace of Him seems to have vanished, and asks 
why he has been forsaken, and still obeys” (The Screwtape Letters, 46).  
 
Application: Perhaps some of you are enduring hardships right now. Know that sin will be 
attractive, but that obeying God always brings more joy and peace. Will you fight to obey Him, 
even though it hurts? 
 
Point 3: The resources for submission: The Gospel of God (vv.21-23) 
 
Peter grounds this vision of submission in the Gospel when he says “For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 
his steps” (v.21). Then he explains in further detail how Jesus endured suffering and the example 
he set for them.  
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The Gospel gives us all the resources we need to submit to authorities and endure hardships 
under them. In JRR Tolkien’s, The Return of the King, there is a huge battle between the forces 
of Mordor and the men of the Rohan led by King Theodan. Eowyn, the king’s niece though 
forbidden to go to battle, enters the fight secretly. She comes up against a Nazgul, one of the 
deadliest foes from Mordor. With her is the hobbit Merry who is mortified at the mere thought of 
this creature. But when he recognizes that it is Eowyn who is up against him, Tolkien says, “Pity 
filled his heart and great wonder, and suddenly the slow-kindled courage of his face awoke. He 
clenched his hand. She should not die, so fair, so desperate! At least she should not die alone, 
unaided.” Merry then goes to her aid and helps her defeat the deadly creature. Seeing one so fair 
and beautiful fighting a horrendous battle, compelled him to action. 
 
As Christians, seeing Jesus endure the suffering that we deserved, should compel us to suffer 
well. We can look to Him as our example and trust that no matter what God sends our way, we 
can endure it. 
 
Application: Is the Gospel empowering you to suffer well? Think of Jesus’ suffering. Let His 
endurance and steadfastness compel you to suffer for God’s glory.  
 
Conclusion Idea: [Recap points] This passage offers a radical vision of submission and 
obedience. May we be a people who strive to live this out and show the world the glories of the 
God we serve.  
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