
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Four: Put Your Money to Work 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Joy of Keeping Promises 
 Using Your Money For Good 
Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Acts 2:42-47 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These them-based sermon outlines will cover the topics as are 
being studied in the small groups, but will use a different Scripture passage. This will allow you 
as the pastor to reinforce the session without covering the same ground as your small group 
leaders.  
 
Session 4 is called “Put Your Money to Work” The Point of the session is “Be ready to give as 
the need arises.” 
 
Connection to Unit Theme: Working hard only to survive paycheck-to-paycheck seems to be 
how most Americans are living these days. However, there are some who have been blessed with 
a generous supply of wealth and resources. No matter where you fall between these two extremes, 
the word of God has instructions for all of us on how to put our wealth and resources to work for 
the good of the kingdom of God and His church. 
 
Introduction: Investing is tricky, and if you have ever watched the stock market then you know 
it’s as likely to take a dive as it is to go up and to the right. Managing our resources and knowing 
how to make our money work for us is as difficult today as it has ever been. 
 
Or is it? 
 
When we think of investing, the Bible directs us to think from an eternal perspective and how 
that can have an impact on the here and now with those we come into contact both inside and 
outside the church. Correct investing begins with the right perspective on what makes us truly 
rich.  
 
I. What makes us truly rich? (1 Timothy 6:17) 
Never has the disparity in the distribution of wealth in the world been as evident as it is today. 
We are all aware that most of the world’s wealth is in the hands of a few.   However, an even 
sadder truth is, despite the rise in salaries and disposable income, the wealth of Christians in the 
U.S. does not seem to have affected the conditions of needy Christians either inside or outside 
her borders. 
 
Paul's narrative to Timothy focuses his concern on the spiritual state of wealthy believers. He 
zeroes in on the responsibility and proper attitude toward wealth that comes from a correct 
understanding of God- the object of our hope (6:17). Christians must not put their hope in this 
world's wealth because in this world, money means power and security and those who have it 
often rely solely upon it. Arrogance or pride is a warning sign that one is taking wealth too 
seriously. Given the way the world looks up to the affluent, it is easy to believe the illusion it 
projects and trust in accomplishments or acquisitions. But there is a great danger in this. First, 
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hope in wealth undermines trust in God. There is no clearer statement of this truth than Jesus' 
words: "You cannot serve both God and Money" (Mt 6:24). Reliance on material goods or 
worldly status is antithetical to reliance on God. Therefore, to be truly rich as a believer we must 
do as scripture implores us: “Seek first the kingdom of God and all His righteousness” (Mt 6:33). 
A failure to do so will lead us into the deception of the dollar.  

 
 
II. The deception of the dollar 
The wealth of this world is deceiving because of its unstable nature. For evidence of this we need 
only to observe the financial state of the nation. For example,   
 

a) On September 16, 2008, failures of large financial institutions in the United States. 
b) The flash crash of 2010 when NASDAQ lost a thousand points in one day.  
c) On August 5th of 2011 the United States lost its AAA credit rating because of its 

unserviceable debt load. 
d) The city of Detroit filed for Chapter 9 bankruptcy on July 18, 2013. It is the largest 

municipal bankruptcy filing in U.S. history by debt. 
 
Today's gains are tomorrow's losses. Even on the best of days, the value of this world's wealth is 
extremely limited; it pertains only to this present world (v. 19). We can avoid this danger only by 
being properly oriented to God. 
 
Paul defines this orientation as hope in God. How can the rich believer hold on to God in this 
way? It can only be done by recognizing that your wealth has come from God (2 Cor 8:15). Gifts 
from God are things to be "enjoyed," for Paul states clearly that God gives “richly” for this 
reason. But the gift is not to be confused with the Giver; it is rather to point the recipient back 
again to hope in God.  
Hope, which: 
 

a) Acknowledges the Giver. 
b) Releases the recipient of the gift to "enjoy" the blessing of the gift. 

 
However, as we engage in the enjoyment of our God-given resources the Bible is clear that with 
this blessing comes the responsibility of having wealth. 
 

III. The responsibility of wealth 
 

The narrative now turns to the observable lifestyle of the wealthy. Paul quickly calls them to 
service and to do good, which Paul translates into being “rich in good deeds.” Paul is describing 
for the reader the outward and observable actions of true faith (2:10; 5:10). The believer is to 
develop spiritual richness, and as the command continues, it is clear that we are to put our 
material wealth to use in this effort.  

This command is lived out through the example of the early church in Acts.  

“All who believed were together and held everything in common, and they began selling 
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their property and possessions and distributing the proceeds to everyone, as anyone had 
need” (Acts 2:44-45). 

Our material blessing involves a special responsibility. For the early believer and for us, the 
normal Christian life of good works is to include the practical expressions of generosity and the 
willingness to share. The principle of economic equality in the Christian community that Luke 
expresses in Acts 2 undergirds this instruction, since all they possess has come from God (1st 
Tim 6:17). Those who are blessed with wealth must take on a healthy view of detachment from 
personal resources so that the needs of others can be fulfilled. 

Luke views those blessed with worldly wealth as stewards who are to be responsible 
administrators of it (Lk 16:8-9). As we bless those who are in need and give to the body of 
believers to help the church function at its highest capacity for the gospel, then we are the ones 
who receive a blessing. 

IV. The blessing of being a blessing 
 

As wealthy believers share their resources what they actually “lay up” as it were, is a treasure 
of,  ”a firm foundation for the coming age.” For the blessed believer, responsible use of wealth 
(sharing, giving) is evidence of genuine faith. This practical evidence of new life provides 
unshakable certainty that one's future hope is secure.  
 
It then becomes possible for them to understand that the life they are living on this earth has 
purpose beyond themselves and their own amassing of wealth; that wealth used properly actually 
helps them “take hold of the life that is truly life.” It is true that responsible behavior is closely 
tied to the Christian hope of eternal life. In the case of wealthy Christians, by exchanging 
temporary material wealth for spiritual wealth, they may exchange this fleeting life for eternal 
life. Once again, our goal is seeking Christ and His kingdom first and then everything else is 
added later. 

 
Conclusion 
 
It is easy to take a message like this and for some of us to think “this is all well and good for 
those who are wealthy - but that’s not me!” Actually it is you, because God has blessed all of us 
with resources and gifts that can be used for the good of the body of Christ and those that are in 
need. If it is money you have, then give to those who are in need.   However, money isn’t the 
only “gift” or “wealth” we have. Many of us have been gifted with a skill set that can be used to 
bless someone else, or we have an ability that can bring joy or caring to another human soul. 
Think about what God has given you today and come lay it on the altar of usefulness for God 
and his glory.  
 
Eric Vaughan is Executive Director of Compassion Center, Northwest Arkansas. He is a 
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist & Liberty Theological Seminary. He and his wife Pamela live in 
Rogers, Arkansas with their two children, Victoria and Madison.  
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