
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Four: Put Your Money to Work 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Giving that Works 
 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:10-15; 9:1-5 
 

 
Connection To Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking 
about, without “stealing their thunder.” Session 4 is called “Put Your Money to Work.” The 
Point of the session is “Be ready to give as the need arises.”  
 
We admire the idea of being generous and giving in radical ways, but often the reality is harder 
than we envisioned. In addition, sustaining the kind of attitude toward giving we discussed last 
week is difficult when surprise expenses pop up, or our income goes down. But we must remain 
steadfast and consistent in our giving.  
 
Introduction:  
 
[Read 2 Corinthians 8:10-15; 9:1-5] 
 
The Bible is clear that if we say we are going to do something, we must do it. Consider how 
James addresses this issue, “But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by 
earth or by any other oath, but let your ‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be no, so that you may not fall 
under condemnation” (James 5:12). Ecclesiastes 5 says, “When you vow a vow to God, do not 
delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. It is better that you should not 
vow than that you should vow and not pay. Let not your mouth lead you into sin” (Eccl. 5:4-6). 
When it comes to giving, many of us feel an initial surge of generosity at the challenge to give, 
but as the grind of life continues, that passion quickly burns out.  
 
Last week we saw how Paul challenged the Corinthians to generously support the ministry to the 
poor Christians in Jerusalem. He was clear that their intentions were good in this matter (8:10), 
but he wanted to be sure they followed through with action. What can we learn from this text 
about being faithful with our giving, and seeing our desires become actions? Let’s consider three 
truths from this text about putting our money to work.  
 
1. Match Your Desires With Actions (8:10-11) 
 
Verses 10 and 11 are interesting. In verse 10 Paul says the Corinthians starting doing the work of 
supporting the saints in Jerusalem and from that flowed a desire to do it. Then verse 11 indicates 
that the desire to give was there, but he wanted to make sure they were actually doing it! These 
two verses reveal the truth that desires and actions cannot be separate for very long. Sometimes 
we begin doing something and the desires to actually do it come later. Other times we really 
want to do something but fail to carry it out. We need our desires and actions to align.  
 
The question we have to grapple with is: which comes first, desires or actions? Do we wait until 
we feel like doing something, or do we do something and hope that the desires come after? It’s 
not always easy to tell. We have to admit that there are times when we do not feel like doing 
what we know we should do, like giving. Or we realize that what we had great desires to do is 
actually harder to do than we first imagined. C.S. Lewis once said, “If you do one good deed 
your reward usually is to be set to do another and harder and better one” (The Horse and His 
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Boy, chap.10). This is often the case with giving. God asks us to do harder things than we 
envisioned. The best we can do is what we know we are called to do, and pray for our desires 
and actions to align. Paul wrote elsewhere, “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10).  
 
Application: Do you tend to make commitments but fail to follow through? How often do you 
blame your lack of action for lack of desire? We must work to align these areas in our lives.  
 
2. Give According To Your Means (8:12-15) 
 
In verse 12 Paul is in essence saying “Give what you can, not what you can’t.” Though he wants 
to see generous giving on their part, He does not want the Corinthians burdened financially. 
They are to give in accordance with their means. Otherwise it would have the reverse affect, they 
would be overwhelmed and the poor Christians at ease (v.13). He quotes from Exodus 16 where 
the Israelites grumbled against the Lord, and then hoarded the manna, despite the instructions 
from Moses. He does not want the Corinthians to succumb to the same temptations. He wants 
balance and fairness at all costs, which is likely why Paul does not speak in specific numerical 
terms. They are free in Christ to give as they are led. 
 
This is good instruction for us. One of the reasons we fail to give faithfully is that we commit to 
giving to much, at least in the beginning. Despite what many of the generosity prophets tell us, it 
is possible to give too much. And while it is safe to say that many Christians are nowhere close 
to giving too much, some in fact are. They are neglecting their own family in the name of 
sacrifice and generosity, which is likely driven by guilt, rather than the Gospel. We must be 
careful here, each person much give as they are led by the Spirit. But we must admit that we 
often bite off more than we can chew when it comes to giving. That is not to say that giving 
should not, at times, put pressure on our lifestyle. It should! But we must be wise here, and do 
what we are able to do over the long haul.   
 
Application: Often we are paralyzed in our giving because we our commitments are to big. Is 
this where you are? Or perhaps you are not giving according to your means, meaning you could 
give more. We must wrestle with this issue and pray for grace to faithfully and generously do our 
part. This might include starting small and gradually sacrificing more and more.  
 
3. Make Yourself Accountable To Others (9:1-5) 
 
The first 5 verses of chapter 9 are mainly about accountability. Paul had heard, and boasted 
about, their desire and eagerness to give (v.2). But he sent a team to Corinth in order to collect 
the funds they had promised to give. This is Paul’s way of gently and winsomely holding them to 
their word. Otherwise he would be embarrassed, since he had spoken so well of them (v.4). He 
knew that they were ready to give, but if the readiness was not met by action, they would desire 
to give may grow cold.  
 
It is not good for us to sit on spiritual passion. If we desire to do something, we had better do it 
quickly. Delayed obedience is not real obedience, and sometimes we need a challenge from close 
Christian friends to spur us on to love and good works (Heb.10:24). Unfortunately, money is an 
issue we would rather keep private. But the Bible does not allow us to live in isolation and 
secrecy. As difficult as it may be, we must allow others to speak into our lives when it comes to 
our giving and generosity that we may be faithful and steadfast. Jesus warned us, “Take care, and 
be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions” (Lk. 12:15). He makes clear that greed is something that slowly creeps into our 
lives. He never speaks this way about adultery or lust. We know when we are committing those 
sins! But greed blinds us, especially when the culture around us increasingly pursues bigger and 
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better and newer things. We need the correcting and rescuing grace of a close friend to keep us 
from this sin.  
 
Application: Are you reluctant to ask for accountability when it comes to money? Will you start 
sharing with a few people where you are financially and allow them to speak into your life? 
 
Conclusion Idea: 
Money is a good gift from God for us to enjoy, but it must be used to bless and serve others who 
are in need. Let us press on in our giving and heed the words of the Lord Jesus “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  
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