
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Five: Work Your Plan 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Joy of Giving 
 Giving to God for His Work 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-13 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce the session without repeating it. 
 
Session 5 is called “Work Your Plan.” The Point of the session is “Generous giving should 
glorify God and reflect Christ’s giving.” 
 
Giving has always been a virtue. For many people giving seems so unnatural. Perhaps it is due to 
the fact that their hearts have not been changed by a giving God. This sermon provides a 
principle, several practices, and a promise when we give to God for His work. 
 
Introduction: The church at Macedonia reflected the joy of giving. They had taken up a 
collection to help the Jerusalem church. Paul used the giving of the Macedonians as a good 
example for the Corinthians to follow. In contrast to the Macedonian Christians who were poor, 
the Greeks in Corinth were doing quite well, which prompted Paul to urge them to give 
generously to their fellow Christians in Jerusalem.  
 
A principle, several practices, and a promise are presented to motivate us to give to God for His 
work. 
 
I. The Principle (9:6) 
 
This is the Law of the Harvest. A similar passage in Galatians 6:7 states, “For whatever one 
sows, that will be also reap” (Gal. 6:7 ESV). The difference is that Galatians 6 is saying, “What 
you reap is what you sow.” Plant beans and you get beans. Plant corn and you get corn—not 
watermelon. 2 Corinthians 9 makes a different point: “How you sow is how you reap.” Sow a 
little, reap a little; sow a lot, reap a lot. 
 
The principle comes into play: How you sow is how you reap. If you didn’t scatter very much 
seed around, you don’t have very much to harvest. But if you sowed lots of seed, spread it 
around with a bountiful, glad heart, what a grand harvest you will have. 
 
II. The Practice 

 
A. Be intentional in your giving (v. 7a).  
The members of the Corinthian church were not haphazard or nonchalant in their giving. They 
were purposeful. Giving for these early Christians was no casual act; they gave with intention 
and commitment. 
  
What steals the joy from our giving is that we don’t “purpose,” we don’t plan our giving, we 
impulsively react. Often impulsive giving is forced giving, done out of guilt. It steals our joy.  
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B. Be cheerful in your giving (v. 7b). 
The word cheerful is literally a Greek term from which we get the word hilarious. God loves a 
hilarious giver. 
 
If our giving is not done with cheerfulness, don’t bother. Giving is not for the unbeliever or for 
those who are grim and resentful. Such giving will not be blessed. The best kind of giving is 
from a heart of gratitude and thankfulness in cheer and hilarity. 
 
C. Be faithful in your giving (v. 8). 
Because of fear our failure to give is not from a lack of resources but from a lack of faith. We 
simply are afraid that God will meet our needs. The word all is used four times in verse 8—all 
grace, all things, all times, all needs. God says simply trust me. I will take care of your every 
need every time and at every place because of my surpassing grace.  
 
III. The Promise (vv. 10-11) 
I 
t’s another argument from the farm. God always provides seed for sowing and bread for food. 
That’s the doctrine of God’s providence. It’s in his nature to care for the planting and also for the 
harvest. He watches over it from beginning to end … year after year. Now if God does that for 
the farmer, don’t you think he will do the same for you? He will, and verse 10 says so very 
plainly. Look at the verbs: “supplies … multiplies … increase.” 
  
Look at this promise carefully: 
 

A. He will supply and multiply your seed for sowing.  
 

B. He will increase your harvest of righteousness.  
 
Think of it this way. When you give generously, three wonderful things happen: One, the one 
who receives the gift is blessed because his need is met. Two, the one who gives is blessed with 
an increased harvest of blessing from God. Three, God himself is glorified as the giver and the 
receiver together give thanks to Him. 

 
In conclusion, remember: No one is more tormented than the Christian who cannot trust God 
with his finances. No one is happier than the Christian who trusts God enough to give his money 
away. No one was ever the loser because he decided to become a generous giver.  
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