
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Six, Hope Shared 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 That’s What Love Does 
 Love is a Verb 
Scripture: Matthew 9:36-38; Acts 4:19-20 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: 
Love and compassion causes us to reach out to others. When we are infused with hope in Christ 
we naturally want to show this hope to others. We do this through our lives and through our lips. 
As always, Jesus sets the course for us in showing how compassion moves towards others. 
 
Introduction: 
In his manual on Evangelism, Alvin Reid shares this story: 

 
A notorious British murderer was sentenced to die. The morning of his execution the prison 
chaplain walked beside him to the gallows and routinely read some Bible verses. The 
prisoner was shocked that the chaplain was so perfunctory, unmoved, and uncompassionate 
in the shadow of the scaffold. He said to the preacher, ‘Sir, if I believed what you and the 
church say you believe, even if England was covered with glass from coast to coast…I would 
walk over it—if need be on my hands and knees—and think it worthwhile, just to save one 
soul from an eternal hell like that.1’ 

 
This prisoner clearly understood the mere words are no evidence that we’ve really grasped the 
hope that we have in Jesus. If we really believe that Christ is the only hope of the nations, and if 
we’ve really experienced this hope ourselves, then we cannot help but proclaim all that Christ 
has done on our behalf. We see in Matthew 9:36-38 that such a compassion moved Jesus to 
action. 
 
1. Love sees 

The text begins with these words: “seeing the people”. Jesus could have easily not seen them.  
He could have easily turned a blind eye to them. But Jesus saw them.  That means that they had 
Jesus’ attention.  Whenever we have Jesus’ attention it means something is going to happen.  
When Jesus notices something it brings about a result.  He doesn’t just turn His head but He does 
something.   
Do we notice? Here point out things in your community that perhaps your church has missed. 
What is the difference between merely “seeing them” with our eyes and “seeing them” in the 
way that Jesus does? 
 
Application—What are the areas in the community that you might be blind to? What causes us to 
turn a blind eye? How can we be more intentional about “seeing” things the way that Jesus does? 
 
2. Love feels 

Not only did Jesus see but he also “felt compassion”. The Greek word is a fun one. It is the word 
splagchnizomai. It is a word that isn’t found in classical Greek writers—perhaps it was one 
coined by biblical writers to show the depth of feeling that Jesus had for people. It is a word that 
looks at the depth of feeling—deep in the gut. When Jesus sees the crowd he is moved to pity 
them because they are like sheep without a shepherd.  
 

                                                
1 Alvin Reid, Introduction to Evangelism, p111 
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Paint a picture of a sheep without a shepherd. Move to the listeners to feel deep compassion for 
the helpless sheep. Then make the connection that this is what lost people are without Christ. It is 
these same shepherdless people that causes Christ to move with such emotion. Do we feel the 
same way? 
 
Application: What are reasons that we stuff down our emotion towards lost people? Why do we 
often have disdain instead of the relentless compassion of Jesus? How does our own 
understanding of grace and our own reception of hope reflect the depth of compassion that we 
have towards others? 
 
3. Love acts 

The word splagchnizomai is one that appears 11 times in the verb form in the Synoptic Gospels. 
If you look at every instance a significant point will emerge.  
 
In Matthew 14:14 it is because of Jesus’ splagchnizomai that he healed their sick.  In 15:32, he 
feeds four thousand of their sick after having compassion on them, 20:34 causes Him to touch a 
man’s eye to restore his sight.  In Mark 1:41 it causes Jesus to do the unthinkable.  He actually 
touches the untouchable when He reaches out his hand and touches a leper.  In Luke 7:13 it is 
from Jesus’ compassion on a boy’s mother that He brings her son back from the dead.  It is 
because of splagchnizomai that a king in a parable frees a slave and forgives his debt.  This same 
compassion is what motivates the Good Samaritan.  And it is said of the father who accepted his 
prodigal son that he did it because he had splagchnizomai.   
 
And here, in Matthew 9:36-38, it is because Jesus saw the people, and it moved him with 
compassion that he sent out His workers into the fields to tell the good news that the kingdom is 
at hand, as well as to heal their sick, raise their dead, cleanse the lepers, and cast out their 
demons. 
 
Splagchnizomai, otherwise known as biblical compassion always brings about action.  If it does 
not move you to act it is not biblical compassion. It is only a feeling. Biblical compassion, 
Christ-like compassion touches lepers.  Christ-like compassion sacrifices time.  Christ-like 
compassion puts others before self.  Christ-like compassion acts.  Splagchnizomai changes lives.  
It is because of the Lord’s compassion, that you or I are saved today.  Christ-like compassion 
always acts, and it always effects and changes lives.   
 
Conclusion: 
I’ve always been struck by Acts 4:19-20. Here is Peter and John standing before the Sanhedrin. 
Their lives-and certainly their livelihood are in the hands of these men. After being forcefully 
encouraged to stop speaking of Jesus, Peter and John respond thus, “Whether it's right in the 
sight of God [for us] to listen to you rather than to God, you decide; for we are unable to stop 
speaking about what we have seen and heard." 
If we’ve really experienced the hope that is found in the gospel then we ought to be like Peter 
and John. We simply cannot help but speak about all that we have seen and heard. A failure to 
obey Christ in sharing the gospel is at root a worship problem. When we fail in evangelism rather 
than buckling down in further resolve, let us turn instead to Christ. Let us drink afresh of his 
grace.  
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