
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Three, Hope Personified 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Clean Clothes 

The Father’s Relentless love 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 30, Zechariah 1:1-2; 3:1-10 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: 
 
Since the small group session is based on the New Testament story of the Prodigal Son, we 
wanted to balance that with an Old Testament passage, which shows the Father heart of God. 
God’s fatherly care for the Israelites was evident throughout their history. Like a good father He 
is passionate about their greatest joy; namely, their relationship with Him. At times in their 
history the Lord allowed His children to rebel and to choose their own path. Yet, even this was 
with the intention of drawing them back into a relationship with Him.  
 
Introduction: 
 
My five year-old son, as can be expected, has really poor baseball mechanics. His batting stance 
is terrible. But even though he’s only five, he’s pretty confident that he has this baseball thing 
figured out. He gets pretty confident too whenever daddy throws the ball right to where his bat 
will swing. I know this charade cannot continue. Eventually, we’ll have to work on that batting 
stance. In order to do this, I’m going to have to strike him out…numerous times. If he wants to 
get better he’ll have to come to the end of his rope and ask for help. Then we’ll change his 
stance.  
 
The Lord works with us in much the same way. We don’t have life figured out but we think that 
we do. At times the Father will allow us to walk away so that we can see how desperately needy 
we really are. When we fall he is there, ready to dust us off, and ready to restore. The history of 
the Israelites shows a similar pattern. By the time of Zechariah it has happened time and time 
again. The people in Zechariah’s day had just returned from exile. They are discouraged and it 
seems running away from the Lord again. Zechariah comes on the scene to encourage the people 
to return to the Lord.  
 
1. The Father sometimes lets us rebel (Deuteronomy 30, Zechariah 1:2) 

The Israelites should have seen it coming. Even from their inception the LORD told them that 
because of their wayward hearts they would rebel. He also told them that they’d be booted out of 
the land and placed into exile. That is what has happened when Zechariah comes onto the scene. 
Here give a brief history of the exile. Go back to Deuteronomy 30 and note how the Lord 
foretold that they would turn from Him. 
The Lord allowed them to rebel. And rebel they did. Because they turned away from the Lord he 
was very angry with them (v2). Though he allows it for the sake of our redemption, we know 
that the Lord is grieved and even angry when we turn from him.  
 
Application: Why do you think God allows us to walk away from Him even though he knows 
that it will cause both him and us pain? Have you had any experiences like this with your own 
children? With your parents?  
 
2. The Father pleads for our return (Zechariah 1:3) 

At times in the history of redemption the Lord actively pursues us and pulls us out of the pit that 
we’ve created. At other times in our history the Lord stays at home (as in the story of the 
prodigal son) and waits for us to come to our wits end and return to Him. It is the latter strategy 
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that he employs in the time of Zechariah. He lets the people know that if they would return to 
Him then he would happily return to them in all of His goodness.  
Why does God wait for our return? Why does the prodigal’s father not pursue him until the son 
returns home? It has to do with relationship. The Lord’s posture towards his people is always 
that if we repent and turn he will forgive. A little boy with his hand stuck in the cookie jar has to 
let the cookie jar go before he can enjoy his freedom again1. In the same way in order for us to 
have a restored relationship with the Lord we have to let go of our sin—our wandering—and 
return to Christ.  
 
Application—Are you hanging on to things? In what areas do you need to return to the Lord? 
 
3. The Father ultimately restores us (Zechariah 3:1-10) 

Zechariah 3 is a scene that many believers have likely experienced. We are standing before the 
Lord dirty and filthy and Satan is accusing us. Make a point of all the accusations that Satan can 
lay at our feet. Note how Satan doesn’t have to make things up in his accusation against Joshua 
the High Priest.  
Joshua is the high priest. That means that he ought to be the holiest man in the land. If he is 
stained with excrement and unable to have an audience with God what hope do the common 
people have? This is why Satan is laying the charge at his feet. But notice what the Lord does. 
Notice that the Lord also acknowledges Joshua’s sinfulness. Also notice how he covers Him and 
gives him clean clothes. Make the connection to the activity of God in Zechariah 3 to the activity 
of Jesus in giving us His righteousness. Every stain that Joshua put on his clothes is wiped clean 
by the Lord. It is the same way with us when we return to the Lord in confession.  
 
Conclusion: 
I love Spurgeon’s commentary on this verse: 
 

“Satan says, ‘the man’s garments are filthy’,’Well,’ says Jesus, “how do you expect them 
to be otherwise? When you pull a brand out of the fire, do you expect to find it milk-white 
or polished?” No, it had begun to crack and burn, and though you have plucked it out of 
the fire, it is in itself still black and charred. So it is with the child of God. What is he at 
the best? Till he is taken up to heaven, he is nothing but a brand plucked out of the fire. It 
is his daily moan that he is a sinner; but Christ accepts him as he is: and he shuts the 
devil’s mouth by telling him, “Thou sayest this man is black — of course he is: what did I 
think he was but that? He is a brand plucked out of the fire. I plucked him out of it. He 
was burning when he was in it: he is black now he is out of it. He was what I knew he 
would be; he is not what I mean to make him, but he is what I knew he would be. I have 
chosen him as a brand plucked out of the fire. What hast thou to say to that?2” 

 
The Lord as our loving Father is not shocked by our rebellion. Nor does it keep him from 
restoring us when we return to Him. God is after our greatest joy. As such he will allow us to 
fall. He’ll allow us to get muddy. But he never wants to keep us there—his ultimate aim is to 
cleanse us and restore us. No matter how messy you’ve made yourself the Father is powerful 
enough to cleanse.  
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1 Adapted from John Piper’s helpful illustration of the monkey and the nut in Future Grace chapter 25. 
2 Taken from Spurgeon’s sermon Zechariah’s Vision of Joshua The High Priest. Found here: 
http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0611.htm 2 Taken from Spurgeon’s sermon Zechariah’s Vision of Joshua The High Priest. Found here: 
http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0611.htm 


