
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session One, Hope Needed 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Strong Enough to Restore; Hope Restores 
 What to do when you blow it  
 
Scripture: Luke 22:54-62; John 21:1-14 

Connection to Unit Theme:  
Our past can make us think that there is no way that the Lord could still desire us, much less still 
use us. Though we might believe that God can forgive us we assume that our lives will forever 
be marked by our past failures. The story of Peter shows us that God not only forgives us he also 
restores our failings. Regardless of what we have done, there is always hope.  
 
Introduction: 
Tell the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus from Luke 22:54-62. Pay particular attention to verse 61 
and Jesus looking at Peter. Certainly at this point Peter must be wondering whether there is any 
hope for him. How did this happen? How can he be restored? Is there any hope? 
If you rewind the story a bit (Luke 22:31-34) you’ll find a confident Peter. He even denies that 
Jesus’ prophecy about scattered sheep applies to him. Jesus insists that Peter will indeed deny 
him three times, and Peter has the audacity to disagree with Jesus. Just as emphatically as he will 
deny Him in a few hours, Peter assures Jesus, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you”.  
Denying Jesus is the thing that Peter could never do. But he did. I wonder if we have a similar 
list—things that we could never do. But we did. That is what this sermon is about. What do you 
do whenever you do that thing that you thought you’d never do? Is there still hope?  
 
1. False Hope Destroyed (Luke 22:31-34, 54-62) 

Peter had great confidence that he would never deny Jesus. As the story unfolds we see that 
Peter’s hope was a false hope. If we look closely we can see how Peter fell. Somewhere along 
the way Peter became less dependent on Christ and more secure in his faith. (There is a 
difference). The apostle believed that denying Jesus was a possibility—but only for other people. 
“Even if all of these people fall away…I won’t”. He was strong. It isn’t hard to imagine that 
Peter began listening to Jesus’ messages and warnings “for other people”. And then he fell. 
Peter’s confidence in his faith was misplaced. 
Application: Even today believers can be tempted to follow the same pattern as the apostle Peter. 
We have a list of things that we “would never do”. And so we start reading warnings (like 
Proverbs 7) for the other guy. Before we know it we’ve done that thing that we thought we’d 
never do. The question for us now is, what happens when we fall in that way? Is there still hope?  
 
2. True Hope Given (John 21:1-14) 

Consider the differences and similarities between the sin of Peter and Judas. They’ve both 
forsaken the Lord. One betrayed him because of his fear of man, the other because of his love for 
money. They both responded in sorrow and weeping. Yet it is in this sorrow that we find the 
difference between these two men. Judas’ sorrow led him back to his own self-sufficiency. He 
tried undoing what he had done. He tried self-atoning. And when he found that he couldn’t do it 
he resorted to self-harm. It wasn’t suicide that damned Judas—it was his self-righteous refusal to 
come broken to Christ.  
 
Peter came broken to Christ. You see a picture of this in John 21. As soon as he realizes that it’s 
the Lord he throws himself into the water, leaving all the other disciples to tend to the fish. (This 
makes for a great story. Notice how Peter, who was probably naked at the time, actually put on 
clothes to jump in the water). He doesn’t care because He sees the Lord and he is desperate. 
Scripture is silent about why or how Peter came back to be with the other disciples but he is there 
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in the upper room. Peter knew that when the Lord was present there was still hope for 
forgiveness and for restoration.  
 
Application—Peter understood that where Jesus is found, there is still hope. We must follow the 
path of Peter—trusting in the righteousness of Christ alone. We must avoid the destructive self-
righteous path of Judas.  
 
3. True Hope Restores (John 21:15-19) 

It’s one thing to be forgiven. It’s another thing to be restored. Maybe you’ve blown it like Peter. 
You are excited about grace, you are happy that you’ve been forgiven and that you have hope in 
Christ, but you are wondering if you can still be used by God. Can you still do missions? Can 
you still share the gospel with someone? That seems to be Peter’s question. His failure was 
public. His boldness was before all the disciples. Therefore, Peter needs to also be publically 
restored by Jesus. This happens in John 21:15-19 and here we see that hope also restores. 
There isn’t as much to be made out of the change in Greek terms as we preachers like to make. 
The key point in this text is that Jesus charges Peter to feed his lambs. It’s the same thing that he 
said in Luke 22:31-34. He knew that Peter would fall. He also knew that Peter would repent. And 
Jesus told him that when he does to return and strengthen his brothers. He is given the same 
charge here when Jesus says, “Feed my lambs”.  
It’s no accident that 1 Peter is filled with exhortations to the leaders of the early church to “feed 
the sheep among you…shepherd the flock of God among you”. Peter got that free Jesus. And as 
he wrote to other imperfect pastors, Peter was likely reminded that God uses very broken men to 
accomplish His glorious purposes.  
 
Conclusion: 
Option 1:  
 
When you fall, when you mess up, when you do that thing that you said that you’d never do, we 
must get up. We must repent. We must turn to Jesus and find healing. It is as Tim Keller has 
said: 

“The gospel of justifying faith means that while Christians are, in themselves still sinful 
and sinning, yet in Christ, in God’s sight, they are accepted and righteous. So we can say 
that we are more wicked than we ever dared believe, but more loved and accepted in 
Christ than we ever dared hope — at the very same time. This creates a radical new 
dynamic for personal growth. It means that the more you see your own flaws and sins, the 
more precious, electrifying, and amazing God’s grace appears to you. But on the other 
hand, the more aware you are of God’s grace and acceptance in Christ, the more able you 
are to drop your denials and self-defenses and admit the true dimensions and character of 
your sin1.” 

 
Yes, true disciples fall. And they fall hard. But true disciples get back up. And when they get 
back up they don’t just dust themselves off and say to themselves, ‘whew, thank you Lord for 
cleansing me.” They look back and strengthen their brothers. They seek the Lord’s full 
restoration.  
 
Option #2 
There is a song by Stacie Orrico, entitled Strong Enough, that fits well to close out this sermon. 
Complete lyrics can be found here: 
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/stacieorrico/strongenough.html  

                                                
1 Paul's Letter to the Galatians: Living in Line with the Truth of the Gospel(Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 
2003), page 2 
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In part, it goes:  
 

Will my weakness for an hour make me suffer for a lifetime? 
Is there anyway to be made whole again? 
If I'm healed,renewed, and find forgiveness find the strength I've never had 
Will my scars forever ruin all God's plan? 
 
Is He not strong enough? 
Is He not pure enough? 
To break me, pour me out, and start again 
Is He not brave enough? 
To take one chance on me 
Please can I have one chance to start again? 
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