
 

Sermon Series: Honest to God: Real Questions People Ask 
To be used with: Session Three: What About People Who’ve Never Heard About Jesus? 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Gospel is For Everyone 
 An Inclusive Invitation to an Exclusive Gospel 
Scripture: Romans 1:14-25 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: As we continue thinking about “real questions people ask,” Session 
3 of Honest to God gets to the heart of many nonbelievers’ objection to Christianity. The 
question behind the question is, “Would a loving God really send people to hell who have never 
had an opportunity to respond to Jesus because they have never heard His name?” God’s fairness 
and justice are called into question. This message seeks to hit three big ideas: The gospel is for 
everybody; God has been revealed to everybody, and we are to share with everybody.  
 
Introduction: 
 
Take a moment to think about every organization, association, team, society, club, fitness center, 
fraternity, sorority, union, or social network you are a member of. What are the requirements for 
membership? Were there dues to pay, or are there still? Did you have to have a certain skill or 
qualification to gain admission? Was there an initiation? Are you permitted to share the secrets 
of the society with people who are not members? What are the benefits to being part of the 
group? 
 
Whether we want to admit it or not, or lives are filled with exclusive clubs and members-only 
organizations. And those of us who are members are proud that we had what it takes to become a 
member. We made it through the initiation. We achieved a level of recognition in our field. We 
paid our dues. We maintained our lawn. We racked up enough frequent flyer miles. We belong.  
 
And the truth is, it doesn’t really bother us that not everyone gets to be a member.  
 
However, all of that changes when it comes to Christianity. We get indignant at the idea that 
there are some people who are outside the group. And our indignation is turned on God when we 
start to consider the possibility that there will be people who never heard of Jesus who won’t get 
to go to Heaven. Is that fair? Would God really do that? What about that innocent man in the 
jungles of South America who has never heard the gospel? Will God really send him to hell?  
 
It’s a tough question, but it’s an honest question. And as small groups all over our church are 
going through the study, “Honest to God,” they are looking at what Romans 1:16-25 says on this 
very topic. Let’s turn there now.  
 
[Read Romans 1:14-25] 
 
1. The Gospel is For Everybody 
 
The entire Bible in general, and Paul’s ministry especially is clear that the Gospel is for 
everybody. Thom Hopler, in his excellent book on cross-cultural evangelism titled, A World of 
Difference: Following Christ beyond Your Cultural Walls, shows this from the Bible as a whole.  
 
 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com 
 

• As early as Genesis 3, we see that the gospel is for both male and female, the first announcement 
of the gospel being made to both Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:15).  

• In Daniel we find that the gospel is for the dreaded Babylonians as well as for the persecuted 
Jews.  

• In the ministry of Jesus the gospel was taught to “publicans and sinners” as well as to those who 
had the privileges of education and high birth, like Nicodemus.  

• The gospel was disclosed to the Samaritan woman of John 4.  
• God reminded Peter that the gospel was for Roman military officers, like Cornelius, as well as for 

those who, like the Jews, were ceremonially “clean.” On that occasion Peter made the point by 
declaring, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from 
every nation who fear him” (Acts 10:34-35).  
 

So in Romans 1:14, we see that Paul feels an obligation to both the cultured and the unsophisticated 
(Greeks and barbarians). To the educated and the uneducated (wise and foolish). In verse 16, he adds that 
the Gospel is for “the Jew first, and also for the Greek.” In other words, to the religious and the non-
religious. So before we buy into the world’s argument that Christianity is a select club reserved for a 
privileged few, let’s get some perspective. God has cast a wide net. One of the very first verses many of 
us memorized is John 3:16. What does it say? “Whosoever will” may come. There is not a fraternity, 
sorority, association, secret society, or club in the world that discriminates less than Christianity.  
 
This doesn’t mean that everyone accepts the invitation to join. Let’s be very careful that, as we talk about 
the inclusiveness of Christianity, we don’t begin to believe that salvation is universal. Jesus’ parable of 
the wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14) is a graphic reminder that even though all are invited to the 
banquet, only those who put on the garment (provided freely by the Bridegroom) are allowed to stay at 
the feast. Only by dressing ourselves in the garment of righteousness, paid for by the shed blood of Christ, 
can we be allowed into the wedding feast.  
 
It is an inclusive invitation freely extended to all. But it is an exclusive gospel. Only by trusting in Jesus 
can we be saved (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).  
 
2. God is Revealed to Everybody 
 
Which gets us back to our original question. What about people who never hear the invitation? This is 
where Paul’s teaching in verses 18-20 is so powerful. In verse 18, Paul talks about God’s wrath. 
Understand that the New Testament uses two words for wrath. One of them is thymos, which implies 
emotional rage or unrestrained anger. This is what Colossians 3:8 tells us we must “put away” from our 
lives as believers. But that is not the word used in verse 18. Here the word is orgay, which expresses 
God’s abiding, opposition to evil. The wrath of God is the determined purpose of His reason and law 
against sin. It is the justice of God punishing sin and those who participate in it.1 
 
Understand that the “wrathful God” of Romans 1:18 is not an enraged, vengeful Deity who takes pleasure 
in “hurling people into Hell.” He is a just, altogether righteous God Who hates sin. So His wrath is an 
expression of His righteousness.  In fact, He hates sin so deeply that He allowed His own, perfect, 
beloved Son to be put to death in order to pay the penalty for it.  
 
In verses 19-20, Paul makes two crucial observations about human beings. The first is that all people have 
an internal, God-given, intuitive sense of the reality of God: “what can be known about God is evident 

                                                
1 “God’s Imprint on Manklnd.” Sermon by Dennis Davidson, available at sermoncentral.com 
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among them, because God has shown it to them” (v. 19). We all have a sense of right and wrong. C.S. 
Lewis, in his classic Mere Christianity argues that the very fact that we have a sense of morality that we 
ourselves never can measure up to proves that that sense of right and wrong comes from outside 
ourselves.  
 
The second truth, from verse 20, is that God’s “invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what He has 
made.” Bible scholars call this “general revelation”—the term used to describe the knowledge of God that 
is readily available to anyone who can see the intricacies of creation and realize that it couldn’t possibly 
be an accidental product of random evolution.  As a result, people are without excuse.  
 
Back to that guy we talked about in the introduction— the innocent man in the jungles of South America 
who has never heard the name of Jesus. How can he possibly be on the hook for not responding to a 
gospel he has never heard? David Platt, pastor of the Church of Brook Hills in Birmingham, Alabama, 
points out that this innocent man doesn’t exist. 2 Verses 21-23 describes those who knew God, but  

 
“did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and their 
senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and 
reptiles. Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity, so 
that their bodies were degraded among themselves. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen” 

 
The Bible shows time and time again that there is no one innocent. No one is righteous, no, not one 
(romans 3:10). All have sinned (Romans 3:23). That man in South America, or Africa, or walking the 
streets of our own city, may have never heard the gospel, but that doesn’t mean he is innocent.  Which 
brings us to our last point.  
 
3. We Share With Everybody 
 
Let’s be real. If there is a person who spends eternity apart from God because he or she has never heard 
the Gospel, that is not an indication of God being unjust. It’s an indication of our being lazy. Or selfish. 
Or unmotivated. Circle back to verse 16. Paul says that he is not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
God’s power for salvation for everyone who believes. We know that God is patient. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us He 
does not want anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. Want to know if it is possible for a 
sovereign, all powerful God not to get everything He wants? The evidence is right here. God wants all to 
come to repentance, but not everyone will. And the difference is whether or not we are obedient to His 
Great Commission, to go into all the world and preach the gospel (Matthew 28:18-20), the power for 
salvation. If there are two truths to remember from Romans 1, they are:  

1. God is righteous; and  
2. We are responsible.  
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2 To hear David Platt teach on this topic, go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laA18HejfYg 
 


