
 
Sermon Series: Honest to God: Real Questions People Ask 
To be used with: Session Six: If God Is Good, Why Is There Suffering? 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Does God Care? 
 What To Remember When Suffering? 
Scripture: Selected 
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme: The small group session dealt with one of the most troubling 
questions for Christians is “If God is good, why is there suffering?” When people are going 
through pain and suffering they wonder if God cares about them. This sermon will reveal how 
we can know God cares.  
 
Introduction: 
Tragedy befalls all people. No one is immune. One way or another, tragedy strikes every person. 
Life plays hardball, and many times we don’t have a glove. And contrary to some misguided, but 
popular philosophy, Christians are not exempt. Nowhere in the Bible can one find an absolute 
guarantee of pleasant circumstances and an easy life on this side of eternity. Christians, like 
others, are subject to sickness, accident, and incalculable loss.  
 
I. Where is God? 
  

A. God created the universe without evil and suffering. 
B. God did not create nor is responsible for tragedy and pain in this world. 

 
II. Why doesn’t God wipe away all evil?  
If God were to stamp out evil today, He would do a complete job. Let’s suppose at 12 noon 
today, God abolished all evil. How many people would be left at 12:01? If God wiped out all 
evil, would we be wiped out, too? Don’t we have evil thoughts?  
 
III. What do we do? 

 
A. We can’t grasp all of the mystery of life. (Deut. 29:29). Much of what happen in life is 

beyond us. We must accept that God plays in a higher league than we do. His ways are 
far above our ways.  
 

B. We must never doubt the wisdom and love of God. Even though we don’t understand the 
mysteries, or fathom the reasons why suffering and pain happen to good people, we can 
trust the reliability of God. 
 

C. We become students not victims. (James 1:2-3). When faced with suffering we must see 
ourselves not just as victims but also as students—students learning and growing to 
maturity.  
 

D. We may be doing everything right. When suffering comes and tragedy strikes, it may not 
mean there is anything wrong in your life. To the contrary, it may mean everything is 
right in your life.  
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E. We view temporary suffering in light of a longer perspective. (Romans 8:28). When 
tragedy strikes we are hurled into a mindset of not making sense out of the events. But 
from God’s perspective, he takes those events—some of his doing others that he 
permits—and begins to fashion a work of beauty. 
 

F. We are not alone. (2 Timothy 4:16-17). John Claypool, a pastor, lost a child to leukemia. 
When asked if God was there in his pain, he answered that even in the lowest moments, 
when he felt that he was touching bottom, he had the sense that God was underneath him. 
God was holding him up, giving him the strength to face yet another day. 
 

G. The last chapter on suffering has not been written. (Revelation 21:3-4). One day, the time 
will come and all wrong will be corrected, all suffering will stop, all pain will be 
abolished. There will be an end to it all. 
 
One day, a little girl with a large birthmark on her face came home from her first day of 
school. The other children had mercilessly made fun of her. She crawled up into her 
mother’s lap and asked, “Mama, why did God make me like this?” 
 
The mother, with a tear on her cheek and a great deal of wisdom in her heart, replied, 
“Darling, God is not through making you yet!” 
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