
 
Sermon Series: Do Over 
To Be Used With: Session Three: A Love You Can Experience 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  

How to Experience God’s Love 
 Forgiveness—God’s Best Idea 
Scripture: Ephesians 4:32 
Sermon Text: Luke 10:38-42 

 
Connection to Unit Theme: Everyone longs to be loved. Most people will do anything to find 
love. As our small group session this week reveals, God goes to great extremes to demonstrate 
His love for us. He longs to love us, even at our worst. He offers His forgiveness to all, even the 
most unlovable people. This message reveals how we can experience God’s forgiveness. 
 
Introduction:  
Can God forgive me? That’s a good question. We all suffer from human brokenness and 
imperfection. Maybe our sin is not doing drugs, illicit sex, smoking, or alcoholism. Maybe our 
sin is a temper we can’t seem to control; or a fear that overwhelms us; or an inability to trust. 
Maybe our sin is our inability to control our tongue, gossiping and telling lies about others, 
slicing people up with our words. Maybe it is our impure thoughts. Regardless, if our sins are big 
or if they are small, we are in need of forgiveness.  
 
Forgiveness of sins is nothing less than the embrace of a loving God around sinful man. How do 
we experience that embrace?  Found in the words, “. . . just as in Christ God forgave you” 
(Ephesians 4:32 NIV), are the secret to understanding how we can experience the forgiveness of 
sin, how we can experience the embrace of our Heavenly Father.  
 
I. Christ’s Death 

• Christ “loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” 
(Ephesians 5:2 NIV). Christ died for us. The death of Christ is not only the demonstration 
of God’s love; it is also the supreme expression of Christ’s love for all who receive it. 
Jesus paid the highest price possible—His sacrifice on the cross, to give us the greatest 
gift possible—the forgiveness of sin. 

• Forgiveness does not come cheap. Jesus deserved commendation and compassion, but he 
got a cross. The cross is the heart of Christianity because of man’s sin. Jesus’ death saves 
us from sin, death, and hell.  

• The cross shows us how difficult and painful it was for God to forgive our sins, how far 
Jesus was willing to go to forgive our sins, and how costly it is to forgive our sins. The 
cross is the heart of Christianity. It reveals the heart of Jesus. It shows the price that Jesus 
was willing to pay for the forgiveness of our sins so that we could feel the loving 
embrace of our Heavenly Father. 

 
II. God’s Demand     

• When we understand God we know why Jesus had to die. The two fundamental 
characteristics of God are: He is love; He is just. If God were not just, there would be no 
demand for His Son to suffer and die on the cross. And if God did not love, there would 
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be no willingness for His Son to suffer and die on the cross. But God is both loving and 
just. Therefore, His love is willing to meet the demands of His justice. 

• God, the Father, demands justice for our sins; God, the Son, satisfies that demand. In 
other words, Christ’s death met God’s demands. 

• God sent His own Son to absorb His wrath and bear the punishment for all who trust 
Him. God removed His wrath on us by placing it on Jesus. He became our substitute. He 
does not just cancel the wrath; Jesus absorbs the wrath, diverting it from us to Himself. 

 
III. Forgave Debt  

• Once we realize that Christ’s death met God’s demand then we are open to receive God’s 
forgiveness. Paul wrote, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished upon us” (Ephesians 
1:7-8 NIV).  

• Our problem is sin and all sin is serious, because it is against God. Yet God forgave our 
debt, by meeting His demands through Jesus’ death on the cross. Consequently the 
possibility of our sin can be removed. The Bible uses a number of images to describe 
how God deals with our sins: 

o God blots out our sins as a thick cloud (Isaiah 44:22). 
o God forgets our sins and remembers them no more (Jeremiah 31:34). 
o God puts our sins behind his back (Isaiah 38:17). 
o God buries our sins in the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19). 
o God removes our sins as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 103:12). 

• When God forgives, He cancels the obligation, He pardons the debtor, He releases the 
criminal, He reconciles with the wayward friend, and He restores the relationship that had 
been marred by sin. 

 
IV. You Decide 

• Every action thus discussed points to you. Christ’s death points to you. God’s demand 
points to you. Forgiveness of sins is available to you.  

• With the first three words—Christ, God, forgave—this story is what makes great novels, 
epic movies, powerful legends. But with the last word—you—the story makes a dramatic 
shift, a turn. With the word you the story becomes personal. You have a part to play in 
this grand drama. The question is what will you decide to do with Jesus who met God’s 
demands of justice thereby offering forgiveness to you? It all comes back to you? What 
will you decide? 

• What must you do to feel God’s embrace? 

 
A. Confess your sin:To embrace the God who satisfied the debt of our sin in the 

sacrifice of Jesus demands that we acknowledge our transgression.  
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B. Get in with Jesus. Forgiveness of sin is found in Christ. In other words, 

forgiveness of sin is found in, through, by, because of Jesus Christ. We are 
forgiven in what Jesus has done for us on the cross. Therefore, we must believe in 
or trust in what Christ has done for us.  

 
C. Walk with Jesus. Not only do we trust in Jesus, we also walk with Jesus. We not 

only believe in what Jesus did for us on the cross; we live with Him daily. Paul 
wrote, “. . . and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us” (Ephesians 5:2 NIV). 
Forgiveness of sin requires a simple faith and a faithful walk.  

 
Jesus has done his part. God has done his part. Have you done your part? Have you confessed 
your sin, trusted in Jesus’ work on the cross, and desire to live a life honoring God?  
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