
 

Sermon Series: Connected: My Life in the Church 
To be used with: Session One: Connected in Christ 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Only That Which Remains Will Be Remembered 
 
Scripture: John 15:1-10 
 

Connection To Unit Theme: Connected: My Life in the Church is a six session study from the 
book of Ephesians, based on I Am A Church Member by Thom Rainer. These theme-based 
sermon outlines will cover the same topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a 
different focal passage of Scripture. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small 
group leaders are talking about, without “stealing their thunder.” Session 1 of Connected is 
called “Connected in Christ,” and The Point is, “Church membership is a privilege made possible 
through Christ.” 
 
Sermon Series (options): 
Church Life Is Kingdom Life 
Your Kingdom Come: How Christ the King Builds His Church 
Advancing His Kingdom: Why Healthy Churches Matter 
 
Connection to Unit Theme: 
We think of privilege in terms of membership status, perks, or promises given to the few.  But 
church membership, the privilege made possible by Jesus Christ, has been given to all of us.  It is 
really more about the identity we have in Jesus and the responsibility we have to abide in Him so 
that God may do a work within us.  As Christ-followers, there is a huge difference between 
“going to church” and gathering around the Person of Jesus Christ.  There is a difference 
between “church membership” and remaining in Jesus.  The life of Jesus ushered in the kingdom 
of God.  And the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus prepared the way for His Church to 
carry His kingdom to the ends of the earth.  So as Jesus was preparing to leave this earth, it is no 
surprise that His last parable/teaching (John 15:1-10) stressed the importance of remaining in 
Him.  It is essential for healthy churches and kingdom growth. 
 
Introduction 
Say something like… 
I love those funny pictures that go viral and give us all a good laugh.  Several years ago a story 
surfaced about a man who had climbed up on his roof to hang Christmas lights while his family 
was out shopping.  Armed with several strands of lights the homeowner meticulously decorated 
the first section of his roofline with ease.  But when the time came to bring up the next section of 
lights the man made a discovery that would change the course of his afternoon… the ladder was 
no longer perched at the side of the house.  Having left his cell phone in the garage and not 
wanting to jump down for fear of injury, the man was forced to wait on the roof of his own home 
until his family returned from the mall. 
 
Independence is great until we find ourselves stuck on the corner of a roof.  Quite honestly, it’s 
not until disaster strikes that we begin to realize we are the most helpless when we are alone.  
After all, we live in a culture that celebrates independence.  In our American culture, we stake 
our identity in it!  We’ve even named the founding document of our nation “The Declaration of 
Independence.”  Unfortunately, this independent streak skews how we view church life, how we 
view our life in Christ.  From a biblical perspective, our “independence” couldn’t be any farther 
from the truth. 
 
Read John 15:1-10 and highlight the backdrop to this amazing, biblical narrative.  Picture the 
conversation happening during their walk to the Garden of Gethsemane (after Jesus and the 
disciples concluded the Passover meal in the upper room).  Consider the timeline: 
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• John 13 – They are in the upper room 
• John 14 – They are in the upper room (John 14:31 Jesus says, “Come, let’s be going.”) 
• John 15 – Jesus teaches His disciples (“I Am the True Vine”) 
• John 16 – Jesus teaches His disciples (The Holy Spirit & The World’s Hatred) 
• John 17 – Jesus prays (lifts eyes up to heave outside) 
• John 18 – Jesus is betrayed by Judas  

Truly, this is Jesus’ last major teaching concerning Himself and His relationship to the disciples.  
This is a dire warning for all who follow Him to remain in Him. 
 
1. Identity: We are an extension of Jesus Christ (John 15:1; 4-5a).  For such a brief time of 
teaching, this passage is very impactful.  Jesus had just shifted the meaning of Passover onto 
Himself.  Now with this passage, Jesus takes the imagery used for Israel (the vine or vineyard, 
Isaiah 5:1-7; Jer 5:10; Jer 6:9; Jer 2:21) and replaces the nation with Himself.  The very life of a 
disciple is not dependent upon a nation or ethnic group.  The nation of Israel is no longer the 
representative for God on this earth.  It’s all about Jesus.  He also wanted to distance Himself 
from what the religious elite had become.  This is why it is important to understand the 
difference between “going to church, participating in religion” and remaining in Christ.  So we 
must identify with Christ on a daily basis.  When we remain in Him, we are an extension of Him 
(vine to branches).  No matter how awesome things are at church or who the pastor is, everything 
begins and ends with Jesus. 
 
Application: Branches can only identify with the vine to which it is attached.  A grapevine 
cannot identify with a strawberry vine.  By the same token, our spiritual life, rooted in Christ, 
cannot identify with the world’s life.  We have a new identity rooted in Christ.  
 
2. Responsibility: There is an expectation from Jesus Christ (John 15:2).  This is the 
responsibility we have in Christ.  He expects us to live for Him because God is constantly at 
work—pruning away for more fruit and cutting away dead branches to make room for more fruit.  
What’s the purpose behind God’s activity?  More fruit!  This has always been His plan from the 
beginning.  It’s why He chose Abraham, made a covenant, and blessed the nation of Israel.  God 
wants to use those He chooses so the world will know.  Except now this kind of fruitfulness will 
not come through a nation, but by accepting the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and surrendering our 
life to Him. 
 
Application: Assess the kind of “work” you are doing.  What are the results?  Is it producing 
fruit?  Church ministry should flow out from your relationship with Jesus.  Let the congregation 
ask this question, “What does God really expect me to do?”  The answer begins and revolves 
around fellowship with Jesus, not work for Jesus.  If we remain in Christ, the work will always 
be there.   
 
3.  Reciprocity: We become useless separated from Jesus Christ (John 15:4; 6).  This is a 
warning from Christ that reveals the mutual nature of our relationship with Him.  This is how our 
relationship with Him is reciprocated.  If we chose not to remain in Him, then God will cut us 
off from Him.  Explain the imagery of fire here to the degree you know your congregation.  The 
point of Jesus’ teaching here isn’t to say that it is possible for those who once “remained” in Him 
can fall away, die, and burn in Hell.  There are too many passages of Scripture that explicitly 
teach otherwise.  The point of His teaching is to say that dead vines are completely useless for 
bearing fruit; and a disciple of Jesus will bear fruit.   
 
Application: Don’t define fruit with church activity here.  Instead, reference Galatians 5 (the fruit 
of the spirit), or some other marks of a true disciple (love, unity, etc.).  The congregation should 
ask, “What divine life and activity has been produced in me through my relationship with Jesus.” 
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4. Reality: We can do nothing without Jesus Christ (John 15:5; 7-10).  This is the stark 
reality of our situation in Christ.  Since Jesus is the true vine, and He will forever and always 
remain as the only source for branches.  New branches, old branches, long and short—all activity 
flows from the vine.  This teaching echoes Jesus’ example throughout His ministry, and He 
brings it to light one more time.  Focus on vs. 9-10,  “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love…”  John records many passages where Jesus explains the 
fellowship He had with God the Father.  Now, this relationship is being extended to all who 
believe and follow Jesus.  When we rely totally on Jesus, we are learning to live how Jesus lived.  
He was totally dependent upon the Father. 
 
Application: If we find ourselves constantly powerless and without spiritual fruit or progress, 
then we have a problem.  If there is no fruit, no righteousness, no life, no spiritual activity, then 
there is a “fellowship” and abiding problem. There may be few reasons for this—most of which 
revolve around unconfessed sin, or spiritual strongholds, or allowing the Enemy a victorious 
place in our hearts.  The good news is that all believers are securely seated in Christ (Eph 2:6).  
It’s not an issue of security in Christ, but an issue of reality we face in this world serving Christ.   
 
Conclusion: 
Say something like… 
Warnings like these always come with a purpose.  I didn’t finish the passage of Scripture, but in 
John 15:11, Jesus says, “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete.”  Essentially, Jesus is saying, “all of this is for your own good.”  And it really is for 
our good… and for God’s glory. 
 
 


