
DATE OF USE  ________

Hosanna

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 19:28-40

CHRIST FOCUS
Text

LIFE VERSE
We have heard him 
ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world. 
John 4:42  (KJV)

We have heard for 
ourselves and know that 
this really is the Savior of 
the world. 
John 4:42 (HCSB)

LIFE POINT Jesus is worthy of praise.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Jesus knew His ministry on earth would 

soon end. He had taught crowds, 

healed lepers, played with children, and 

challenged hypocrites. But His mission was 

incomplete, and He knew what would be 

required to fulfill it (Luke 18:31-34). 

Jesus gave two disciples some special 

instructions. What were they to do? If 

questioned, what were they to say (Luke 

19:30-31)? 

Previously, Jesus had hushed people 

who sought to announce that He was 

the Messiah. (See Matt. 12:16; 16:20; and 

Mark 3:12.) The “gag order” was given, 

according to Matthew, to fulfill Isaiah’s 

prophecy (Matt. 12:17-19). 

The time had come to fulfill another 

prophecy—Zechariah 9:9—and Jesus did 

so at a time when Jerusalem was packed 

with Passover pilgrims. No one would 

miss the Messiah’s entry!

John tells that news of Jesus’ arrival 

preceded Him (John 12:12-13), and His 

pathway was softened with robes and 

palm branches. 

Luke says the crowd borrowed a 

phrase from Psalm 118 to greet Jesus. The 

other Gospel writers add that they called 

out, “Hosanna,” which means “save now”!

The people’s hopes for a king had 

been hung for years on Old Testament 

prophecy. Did Jesus’ admirers cheer Him 

because He was God’s Son, or because 

they hoped He had come to assume 

physical control of Israel? Find a possible 

answer to that question in Luke 19:37. 

The Pharisees’ initial suspicion of 

Jesus had rotted into outright hatred. 

Jesus’ teaching contradicted everything 

that the Pharisees believed about 

ostentatious law-keeping, and they 

challenged Him often. They demanded 

that Jesus squelch the cheering. 

Jesus retorted that nothing would 

stop the praise due the Messiah. The 

Messiah deserves praise and if His 

disciples refused, or “if these should 

hold their peace,” then the stones on 

the ground would rise up and take their 

places. Compare this statement now with 

Jesus’ earlier “gag order” commands. 

Spend a few moments privately 

praising Jesus, your Savior. Consider how 

you can lead boys and girls to express the 

same variety of heartfelt praise.
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Notes

BIBLE STORY 

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 
Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem. He and 

His followers came close to two cities 

outside of Jerusalem. One city was called 

Bethphage (BETH fayj), and the other city 

was called Bethany.

Jesus said to two of His disciples, “Go to 

the village. As you enter the village, you 

will find a donkey that has never been 

used to carry a person. Untie it and bring 

it here. If anyone asks about what you are 

doing, say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”

The disciples did what Jesus told them and 

found the donkey just as Jesus said they 

would. While they were untying the donkey, the donkey’s owners asked, “Why are you 

untying the donkey?”

The disciples answered as Jesus had told them, “The Lord needs it.”

Then the disciples took the donkey to Jesus and threw their robes on the donkey’s 

back. Jesus rode on the donkey. As Jesus traveled along, His followers spread their 

coats on the road. 

The whole crowd of followers began to praise God loudly and with great joy because of 

the miracles they had seen Jesus do. They shouted, “Blessed is the King who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Peace and glory in heaven!”

Some of the Pharisees said to Jesus, “Tell Your followers to stop shouting.” 

Jesus replied, “Even if they stopped shouting, the stones would cry out!” 

— B A S E D  O N  L U K E  1 9 : 2 8 - 4 0 .
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Grades 1-3 PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Guide the kids to each find Luke 19:38 in their Bibles.

 • Together read aloud the verse. 

 • Suggest that the kids can praise Jesus by singing and playing musical instruments.

 •  Invite the children to sing the words of Luke 19:38 and play the instruments as 

they praise Jesus.

 • Share:

 * To praise Jesus means to glorify, honor, and worship Him.

 * Using the Bible helps people learn about Jesus and helps us know how to praise 

Him.

 * Two ways that kids can praise Jesus are by singing and by playing instruments.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Call attention to the picture of the gate posted on the wall.

 • Share:

 * The city of Jerusalem was surrounded by a large wall with several gates, 

somewhat like the one on this paper.

 * Praises are “kind words meant to honor someone.”

 • Play “Pin the Praises on the Gate.” 

 • Give a child one of the sticky notes.

 • Ask her to close her eyes. Gently spin her 

in circles and end with her facing the 

gate. 

 • Lead her to “pin” the note on the gate, as 

close to the star as possible. Remind her 

to keep her eyes closed. 

 • As each child pins a note on the gate, talk 

about how the phrase praises Jesus. 

 • Share:

 * You can use these praise words when you pray or sing to Jesus. 

 * Remember that Jesus is the Savior of the world. He’s worthy of your praise!

 ►Bibles

 ►Rhythm instruments

 ►large piece of paper, 
markers, tape, sticky 
notes 

 ►On a large piece of 
paper draw a simple 
archway-style gate. 
(See the picture for 
reference.) 

 ►In the middle of the 
gate draw a star. 

 ►Display the gate on the 
wall.

 ►On separate sticky notes 
print the following (1 
per child): Lamb of God, 
Hosanna, Mighty God, 
Savior, Blessed King, 
Prince of Peace, and Friend 
and Father. 

 ►Repeat as needed to 
accommodate the 
number of children 
present.
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Grades 4-6PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Guide each child to take a card from the bag to reveal a task. 

 • Encourage each child to complete the task, return the card to the bag, and choose 

another task card.

 • Be available to help kids locate the necessary supplies (Bibles, dictionaries, cups, 

etc.) and to support them as they complete each task.

 • Urge kids to work together as more and more arrive.

 • If time allows, lead the kids to print on an index card the names of the New 

Testament books in order. Suggest they use the list of Bible books in the front of 

their Bibles to assure that their lists are correct.

 • Ask a child to randomly open the Bible to a New Testament book of her choice and 

require the group to recite all the New Testament books before that book.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Prepare two identical obstacle courses where kids will weave in and out of the 

eight cones (four cones for each team). 

 • Place the index cards facedown on the floor at the end of the obstacle course.

 • Ask:

 * What does it mean to praise someone? (say kind words meant to honor 

someone) 

 * Do you enjoy receiving praise? 

 * How can you praise others?

 • Form two teams. 

 • Invite kids to participate in a relay race in which one child from each team 

will weave back and forth through the cones, choose a card, and follow the 

instructions on the card. 

 • Once a child follows the instructions, he must jog back through the obstacles and 

tag the next child, who will repeat the process. 

 • Some kids will be repeating previous actions. 

 • Ask:

 * What did all of the instructions have in common? (They all related to praising 

Jesus.)

 • You can praise Jesus many different ways. Jesus is pleased with all praise that is 

sincere.

 ►Bibles, Bible dictionaries

 ►index cards, gift bag, 
markers, paint pens, 
cups , stickers

 ►On index cards print 
each task: Find the 
Gospels in your Bible. 
Find the word praise in 
a Bible dictionary. Name 
the divisions of the New 
Testament and the books 
that go in each one. 
Decorate a cup that can 
be used to collect Annie 
Armstrong offerings.

 ►Place the prepared cards 
in the gift bag.

 ►8 small cones or paper 
towel rolls, index cards, 
markers

 ►On index cards print 
the following: Shout 
“Hosanna” while waving 
your arms; Shout 
“Blessed is the King” 
while jumping up and 
down; Shout “Thank You, 
Lord” while bowing to the 
ground; Shout “Jesus is 
the Savior” while lifting 
your hands. Make 2 sets.
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Notes

Grades 1-3 STUDY THE BIBLE 

►1. BIBLE STORY
 • Guide the kids to repeat some of the 

praise phrases from the Introductory 

Activity. 

 • Display today’s teaching picture. 

 • Open your Bible to Luke 19.

 • Tell the Bible story in your own 

words.

► 2. LIFE VERSE 
 • Share today’s life verse: John 4:42. 

 • Read it aloud. 

 • Invite kids to sit in a circle and pass 

the prepared folder as you play 

music.

 • Pause the CD and tell the child 

holding the folder to choose a sticky 

note from the folder. 

 • Guide kids to read the word and 

begin assembling the memory verse 

in order in the center of the circle.

 • Repeat until the kids complete the 

verse and say it together.

►3. REVIEW 
 • Encourage kids to imagine what 

it was like to watch Jesus ride into 

Jerusalem while being honored by 

His followers. 

 • Ask and Explain:

 * What do you think people saw 

and heard? (Answers will vary 

but should reflect that the people 

were praising Jesus and honoring 

Him as He passed by.) 

 * The people who praised and 

honored Jesus that day were 

celebrating who Jesus was and 

what He had done. 

 * You can praise Jesus not only on 

Palm Sunday but every day.

 • Lead kids to complete “Ways to 

Praise” on the activity page.

►4. LIFE ACTION 
 • Explain:

 * God’s plan is for Jesus to be the 

Savior of the world. 

 • Talk to the kids about the “ABCs of 

Becoming a Christian”.

 • Give each child a blank sticky note.

 • Instruct him to write his name on a 

sticky note. 

 • Invite the kids to write the references 

to the verse you share on their sticky 

notes. 

 • Guide kids to find Romans 3:23 in 

their Bibles and read it aloud.

 • Repeat with Romans 6:23.

 • Introduce today’s Live It Out! 

activities.

 • Explain that the activities will help 

them learn more about praising 

Jesus.

 ►Bibles

 ►Teaching Picture

 ►markers, folder, sticky 
notes, markers, tape

 ►On separate sticky notes 
write each word of John 
4:42. 

 ►Place the notes inside 
a folder and close the 
folder
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Grades 4-6

Notes►1. BIBLE STORY
 • Point to the papers on the floor. 

 • Guide kids to play a guessing game 

by guessing possible letters in the 

word. 

 • If a child guesses correctly, turn over 

the paper with her letter on it. 

 • Once kids guess the word, explain: 

“Jesus is the Savior of the world, and 

He is worthy of praise and honor.” 

 • Display today’s teaching picture. 

 • Invite kids to look at “Map of Israel” 

on the activity page. 

 • Give each “Map It Out!” sign to a 

different child. 

 • Open your Bible to Luke 19.

 •Tell the Bible story in your own words. 

►2 LIFE VERSE 
 • Read today’s life verse: John 4:42. 

 • Guide the kids to find the verse in 

their Bibles and read it. 

 • Lead the group to repeat the verse 

three times. 

►3. REVIEW
 • Invite kids to form a circle facing out. 

 • Lead one child to stand in the middle 

of the circle. 

 • Make up and ask questions about 

today’s Bible story.. 

 • Give the first child who shouts out 

the correct answer the palm leaf. 

 • Guide her to begin passing the leaf 

around the circle so that the palm 

leaf goes entirely around the circle 

before the child in the middle can 

say the entire memory verse.

 • The child who correctly answered 

the question will move to the middle 

of the circle, and the game continues. 

►4. LIFE ACTION 
 • Ask kids to think of different ways to 

praise Jesus. Even though responses 

will vary, make sure they are 

reasonable. 

 • Encourage them to think of places 

they can praise Jesus other than 

church. For example, they can praise 

Jesus in their bedrooms, outside, in 

the car, and so forth.

 • Introduce the Live It Out! activities. 

 • Explain that the activities will help 

them learn more about praising 

Jesus.

LIFE POINT Jesus is worthy of praise.

 ►Bibles

 ►Teaching Picture

 ►green construction 
paper, scissors, pieces 
of paper, markers, 
tape— Cut a palm leaf 
pattern out of green 
construction paper.

 ►On separate pieces of 
paper print each letter 
of the word Savior. 

 ►Place the papers 
facedown in order on 
the floor.
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Notes

Grades 1-3

 •

LIVE IT OUT 

► CHOICE 1: PRAISE HIM !
 • Distribute the palm leaves, scissors, 

chenille stems, and tape. 

 • Help each child tape the chenille 

stem to the middle of the pattern. 

 • Cut small slits from the edges of the 

leaf toward the chenille stem. 

 • Encourage kids to use their palm 

leaves to create a series of motions to 

accompany a song. 

 • Play a praise song.

 • Encourage kids to walk around the 

room while singing and performing 

the motions. 

 • Share:

 * Jesus’ followers placed palm leaves 

on the road to honor Him. 

 * Christians today honor and praise 

Jesus by remembering His entry 

into Jerusalem. 

 * What are some other ways that 

Christians can praise Jesus? 

 • Review the “Ways to Praise” on the 

activity page. 

 • On the palm branches encourage 

kids to print or illustrate other ideas.

 • Explain that they can use their 

palm leaves at home to help them 

remember ways to praise Jesus each 

day through praying, singing, giving, 

and obeying.

►CHOICE 2: OFFERING OF 
PRAISE

 • Remind kids that giving an offering is 

one way to praise Jesus. 

 • Suggest that they can give to the 

Easter Offering at church. 

 • Pray aloud, asking God to guide and 

bless the offerings.

 • Help kids set a reasonable goal. 

 • Distribute the poster board, markers, 

and index cards. 

 • Guide kids to work together to make 

a chart that will graph their progress 

toward their goal. 

 • Urge kids to decorate the poster with 

artwork that shows ways to praise 

God.

 • Display the poster in the room. 

 • Give each child an index card.  

Choice 1

 ►markers , green 
construction paper, 
green chenille stems, 
tape, scissors

 ►Cut palm leaves out 
of green construction 
paper (1 per child) 

Choice 2

 ►markers, white poster 
board, paper, index 
cards
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Notes

Grades 4-6LIFE POINT Jesus is worthy of praise.

►CHOICE 1: PTV (PRAISE 
TELEVISION)

 • Play a praise song.

 • Encourage kids to praise Jesus as 

they sing the words. 

 • Invite kids to produce a talk show, 

featuring ways to praise Jesus. 

 • Give the following suggestions:

 *  Each “guest” should tell how, 

when, and where she praises Jesus 

daily. 

 * Guide kids to use markers and 

paper to chart the events of the 

show and then determine each 

child’s participation in the show: 

hosts, guests, stage manager, 

camera operators, and so forth. 

 * Kids also will need to decide on a 

backdrop or location. 

 * Guide the boys and girls to make 

plans for the talk show, and then 

lead them through a rehearsal.

 • Before the kids perform their talk 

show, invite them to tell what they 

have learned today about praising 

Jesus. 

 • Encourage them to apply what they 

learned by praising Jesus throughout 

the week in different ways, times, 

and places.

 • Guide kids to perform the talk show 

as if it were a live performance. 

►CHOICE 2: AUTO PRAISE
 • Share:

 * Today is Palm Sunday, a time when 

Christians celebrate and remember 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on the 

Sunday before His resurrection.

 • Suggest that kids celebrate every day 

of the week as they remember what 

Jesus did for them. 

 • Share:

 * Name ways to praise Jesus (Pray, 

give offerings, sing, obey His 

commands, and so forth.)

 • Invite kids to design bumper stickers 

that praise Jesus. 

 • Play praise music as the kids work.

 • Encourage each child to recall and 

choose a praise phrase from the 

Introductory Activity and print on a 

poster board strip. 

 • Allow kids to add simple drawings. 

 • Help each child cover his bumper 

sticker with clear contact plastic to 

protect it. 

 • Guide each child to attach the 

magnetic piece to the back of her 

strip.

 • Challenge kids to apply what they 

learned by praising Jesus with their 

words and their actions throughout 

the week. 

 • Encourage them to display their 

bumper stickers to use as a reminder 

to praise Jesus.

Choice 1

 ►large piece of paper

 ►markers and paper 

Choice 2

 ►poster board, ruler, 
clear contact plastic, 
self-adhesive magnetic 
strips, scissors

 ►Cut a 3-by-12-inch strip 
of poster board for each 
child.
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