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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: Society is becoming increasingly secular. Many people assume that 
it is up to each individual to determine if something is wrong or sinful. We can try to rationalize 
away our sin, but that does not change the reality that sin is sin and it will bring consequences. As 
Daniel confronted sin, we can too, knowing the Holy Spirit will help us boldly speak against evil in 
the world around us. 

DANIEL 5:17-28

THE POINT: Call sin what it is and 
point to what God says about it.
• When is it appropriate to point 

out the sins of others?
• Why is it important to 

grasp the seriousness of sin 
and its consequences?

Discuss the following quote: “... To confess our sins to one 
another is to violently pursue our own joy and the glory 
of God ... and to exponentially increase our rejoicing and 
worship, both individually and corporately.”1 —Matt Chandler
1. Matt Chandler, “Matt Chandler > Quotes,” Goodreads [online], [accessed 16 March 2015]. Available 
from the Internet: www.goodreads.com/quotes/823658-god-has-made-provision-for-our-sin-in-christ-so

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to do one or 
both Live It Out activities in the Personal Study Guide. Here are 
some suggested ways to help your student:

If he or she plans to complete Learning from Mistakes: 
• Be open with your student about the ways God has 

shown you forgiveness, mercy, and love after you’ve 
messed up.

If he or she plans to complete Confronting Sin:
• Pray with your student that he or she would have the 

courage to confront sin in his or her school/life. 
• Make praying for them a routine by putting a reminder 

in your phone or on your calendar. Let your student 
know that you pray for them daily.

DANIEL 5

LIVE IT OUT: Guide your child to 
write down some of her favorite Bible 
verses. Discuss what these verses say 
about how we are to live our lives. 

King Belshazzar had a great party. 
He used gold cups he had stolen 
from God’s temple. He and his guests 
drank from the cups and praised 

false gods.
Suddenly, the fingers of a hand wrote on the wall. The king 

was so scared that he shook all over! He didn’t know the words 
or what they meant. None of the king’s helpers knew. 

The king called for Daniel. God helped Daniel know the 
meaning of the words. The words told bad news for the king. 

Daniel said, “You will lose your kingdom. It will be given to 
others.”

That very night the king died. A new king took over the 
kingdom.

 2 KINGS 22:1-20; 23:1-3

LIVE IT OUT: Help your child look 
in the Bible to find favorite Bible 
stories. If you have a Bible with 
pictures, your child can find a picture 
she likes, and you can tell the story.

Josiahbecame king when he was 
eight years old. He loved God. 
When he was older, he had the 
church (temple) repaired.

As the people worked, they found a scroll of Scriptures. 
Hilkiah, the high priest, gave the scroll to Shaphan, Josiah’s 
helper. He read the scroll and then took it to the king. 

When King Josiah heard the words, he was sad and upset. 
He said the words were God’s words telling the people what 
they should do. He knew they had not been doing what God 
wanted. 

Josiah gathered the people at the church and read aloud 
the scroll. The people listened. King Josiah said that he would 
do what God commanded. All of the people promised they 
would obey God, too.

DANIEL 5:17-28
Confront Sin


