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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was a courageous call for our nation to pull 
together in unity. Years later Martin Luther King, Jr. called our nation to racial equality. Dr. King stood 
on the legendary shoulders of a leader who called people to a higher and nobler ground. Leaders 
influence others, calling them to the place God desires for them to go. At the end of his life, Moses did 
this for Joshua. And on the shoulders of Moses, Joshua challenged the people to new heights of love 
and loyalty for God. Our ultimate calling is to lead others to a place of greater commitment to God. 

1 SAMUEL 1:1–4:1 

LIVE IT OUT: Help your child find 
opportunities to serve in his church, 
community, or school. Tell him that 
serving others with a good heart 
glorifies God.

     God gave Hannah a son. She named him Samuel. When he 
was older, Hannah took Samuel to the tabernacle to live. Samuel 
helped Eli, the church helper. 

Each year, Hannah went to the tent church to worship God, 
along with her husband, Elkanah. Hannah made a new robe each 
year to take to Samuel. Samuel grew up in the tent church and 
learned to worship and serve God. 

One night, the boy heard a voice calling, “Samuel.” He ran to 
Eli, but Eli had not called him. Eli said, “Go and lie down.” Three 
times the boy heard a voice calling, “Samuel.” Eli understood that 
God was calling the boy. Eli told Samuel to say that he is listening. 

God gave Samuel a message. Eli knew God had spoken to Samuel. 
God was with Samuel as he grew. Samuel became a prophet 

and told the people what God wanted them to hear.

1 SAMUEL 1:1–4:1 

LIVE IT OUT: Help your child 
develop an attitude of serving. Look 
for opportunities to include him in 
ministry to others. Tell him that God 
wants us to help others.

God gave Hannah a son. She named him Samuel. When he 
was older, Hannah took Samuel to the tabernacle to live. Samuel 
helped Eli, the church helper. 

Each year, Hannah went to the tent church to worship God, 
along with her husband, Elkanah. Hannah made a new robe each 
year to take to Samuel. Samuel grew up in the tent church and 
learned to worship and serve God. 

One night, the boy heard a voice calling, “Samuel.” He ran to Eli, 
but Eli had not called him. Eli said, “Go and lie down.” Three times 
the boy heard a voice calling, “Samuel.” Eli understood that God was 
calling the boy. Eli told Samuel to say that he is listening. 

God gave Samuel a message. Eli knew God had spoken to Samuel. 
God was with Samuel as he grew. Samuel became a prophet 

and told the people what God wanted them to hear.

JOSHUA 24:14-18,24-26
Topic: Lead others  

to follow God

JOSHUA 24:14-18,24-26

THE POINT: Leaders encourage 
others to follow God.
• Whose example and influence 

pointed you to Christ?
• In what ways are you using  

your influence to point others 
for Christ?

Discuss the following quote: “If you are saved yourself, the work 
is but half done until you are employed to bring others to Christ.”1 

—Charles Haddon Spurgeon
1.  Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Spurgeon’s Sermons on Soulwinning (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 

1994), 31.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to do one or 
both Live It Out activities in the Personal Study Guide. Here are 
some suggested ways to help your student:

If he or she plans to complete Who’s Leading You?: 
• Work with your student to make a list of the people 

who have been leaders in his or her life up to this point.
• Help your student see the importance of needing a 

leader and being a leader.

If he or she plans to complete My Ebenezer:
• Read together 1 Samuel 7:12 and talk about the ways in 

which God is our Ebenezer.


